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WHO’S GOT THE MOST 
G een shai ? How the big groups are 


phasing out their Atlanteans, 


» VATs, Leyland Nationals...Fleetlines, 

Metrobuses, Titans, 
Lynxes and other 

. older types 
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ALSO INSIDE YOUR FAVOURITE ALL-COLOUR BUS MAGAZINE: 


X1@20: The Southend to Reading-wide web 
At sixes and sevens; Time for better bus marketing? 
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a MobEL BUSES TRANSMAC gay 


http://www.transmac.net 


Proposed revised dates for EFE IGINAL MODELS AVAILABLE FROM STOCK Metsec Trident, 10th Year HK Transport £20.00 

releases are: NIBUS Leyland Atlantean, Citybus (Network 26) £20.00 

ea are ONse ez one EFE Leyland Lynx, Maidstone & Dist £12.50 
ctober CLODSl = BECeMiber: Helease Leyland Olympian 3 axle, Capital City Bus £20.00 


Plaxton 
Programme i 
ig) Alexander Y (B), Lancaster DL £13.50 Leyland PD2/Orion, Blackpool (Centenary) £13.99 


BOVA Futura Bedford OB, Midland General £11.50 Single headlights Queen Mary, Southdown £16.00 
National Express, Wilts & Dorset Bedford TK, BR (Yellow) £12.50 Leyland PD3 ‘Queen Mary, Lancaster City £15.95 
Bristol LS, Hants & Dorset £15.95 PD3/5 ‘Queen Mary’, CMB (Blue/White) £15.95 
: ; A oe Bristol LS, Provincial £15.95 Leyland Utility, London £10.00 
Leyland PD2 Low bridge, Seaview Services £13.50 Flights Ltd, Flightlink Bristol RELL (A), Southern National £13.50 MCW Metrobus, China Motor Bus £14.95 
Forestdale Coaches Ltd Guy Arab | utility, Coventry £12.50 | MCW MkII 2 door, London Transport £14.95 
Guy Arab I! utility, Midland General £12.50 Optare Delta, Barton £13.50 
Leyland Atlantean XA, Stockton (DL) £13.50 Optare Solo, MK Metro £14.00 
; Leyland Duple Coach, Red and White £13.50 Palstine II, East Yorkshire Motor Services £13.50 

Sunbeam 3 axle trolley bus, Reading Leyland National |, Barton £12.50 Plaxton Beaver 2, First Calderdale £14.00 
November 2000 Bristol K Utility, London Transport Leyland National |, Fishwick and sons £12.50 plaxton Beaver 2, Mainline Sheffield £14.00 


i Leyland RTL, Jersey Motor Transport £18.50 Plaxton Excalibur, Oxford Citylink X90 
eyland Vibiogy (Chine Motor: Bus) Leyland TDI (open stair), Birkenhead ee ee i 


MatceteaiininnekbavarG ae AEC Reliance/Panorama 1, Yelloway Leyland TDI (open stair), Glasgow £13.50 

Sf eden NIBH RU even Senerel j Leyland PD3 Queen Mary, Southdown Leyland TDI (open stair), Thames Valley £13.50 ie 

AEC RF, Blue Triangle - Essex £13.50 Guy Arab Utility, Derb Plaxton Paramount 3500, Grey Green £12.50 Plaxton Premiére, Express Shuttle £13.50 
i 5 f ility, Dert p . te ; 

i : : y : Plaxton Pointer, Blue Bus Bus Gt. Yarmouth £11.50  Plaxton Premiere, Plymouth Citybus £13.50 

£13.50  Weymann trolley, Brighton, Hove & Dist Premiére, Stagecoach Express (Fyfe) £13.50 


Daimler CVG6LX, A1 Servi Van Hool Alizée, Bakers Dolphin 
Plaxton Panorama, London County £13.50 i 2 aon 4 as ooc Van Hool Alizée, Ellen Smith 
jedfor anorama, A Timpson iff - i ay 
r Pp AEC 3 axle trolley, CArdiff - streamline £14.50 Van Hool Alizée, OK 


Bristol MW, Red and White £13.50 ili i 
AEC Utility, Edinburgh £14.00 Van Hool Alizée, Rall Alr 


Bedford OB, British Railways £12.50 
Alexander Atlantean, BOAC £13.50 “3 ; izé 
peace Modem: Image Bristol K utility, Southern Vectis £14.09 Van Hoo! Alizée, Seagull (Yellow/Blue) 


Bristol VR |, SELNEC Cheshire (DL) £13.50 Metrobus Mk1, 2 door, London United Card Kit Marton tram Depot £14.95 Van Hool Alizée, Stagecoach East Kent 
Optare Solo, Travel West Midlands Daimler CW utility, Chester Corp 13.50 Van he eg W. Robinson ; 
i ‘rst Cityil , Daimler CW utility, Lytham St Annes £14.00 Van Hool Alizée, Parks of Hamilton 
Palatine 2, First Cityline Park & Ride f . : 
Date to be confirmed ae Daimler CW utility, Sheffield Corporation £13.50 Volvo Olympian 3 axle, Friends of KMB 
MCW Mk2 1 door, Stagecoach E. Kent Dennis/Duple Metsec Trident, Citybus £40.00 Volvo Olympian 3 axle, KMB Dragon boat 


Bristol K Utility, London Transport Plaxton Premiere, National Holidays Dennis/Duple Metsec Trident, www citybus £20.00 Olympian 3 axle, KMB - 50th Anniversary 


TBANSMAC Dept B, 10 Stone Brig Lane, Rothwell, Leeds LS26 OUE. Tel/Fax: 0113 282 5349 


— e-mail: busmodels @transmac.net 
Dates are manufacturers plan. Models will be dispatched as soon as stock arrives. Prices include postage, Air Mail at cost. 


Models can be insured against loss/damage in transit - please add £1 per item for this service 


' THE LARGEST THE 
pmpvideo.com NATIONWIDE BUS PSV) 
= = =: Ws ENTHUSIASTS SOCIETY CIRCLE 
ASELECTION OF BUSES FROM HOME AND || 


: | BY)" 
OVERSEAS £16 EACH OR TWO ON ONE Ss | WHY JOIN US? BECAUSE WE OFFER 


TAPE FOR £12 EACH. 
SENT POST-FREE WORLDWIDE [| © MONTHLY NEWS-SHEETS — 9 geographical areas covering UK & Eire 


‘Dave and Mandy send seasons greetings to their friends around the world, lots of exciting releases for our ares f 
silver anniversary year’. ‘Our list of 850 programmes free on our web site or £2.50 incl post for brochure.’ @ MONTHLY — Editorial — Industry updates & Circle announcements etc 


843, Colchester. UK. Buses. Sept 2000. 60 minutes filmd by Dave Spencer, a wonderful bright mild autumn day, the sun hindered 
town cenre scenes but spot on for the bus station with Eastern National, Arriva Colchester and independents such as Hedingham QUARTE RLY nS Ove rseas jou rnal incl B ritish & fo reign bu | It fleets 


842. Ipswich. UK. Buses, Sept 2000. 60 minutes by Dave Spencer, features the farewell to Atlanteans running day plus our usual 
coverage of the municipal fleet and Eastern Counties. Both bus station and street scenes. Fleet numbers announced. ae 

841. Showbus 2000. September 2000. UK. Buses. The second part of our coverage, with ovr 400 buses old and new, taking on the QUARTE RLY ae M Int bus SU pplement 4. | 8 seate rs 
arivals mid morning onwards, in blustery weather, the un ideally placed, a look around the showground before the heavens opened. 

840. Showbus 2000. September 2000. UK Buses. The annual EFE Showbus at the Imperial War Museum Duxford in Cambridgeshire = ill j 
with vehicles arrving from the early morning onwards in billiant sunshine, but we knew it wouldn't last, ideal for those who QUARTE RLY Preserved demonstrators mi | itary owned & eX PSV journal 
missed the early sun. 
Yorkshire. UK. Buses. September 2000. 60 minutes by Dave Spencer with a visit to Huddersfield, lots of Atlanteans still around, RAN G E OF PU BLI CATI 0 NS - Discou nts for mem bers 
then Halifax including Halifax Joint Committee and then Bradford, amazing scenes, flooded with 88 new buses, B7TL deckers 
down to Solos plus artciculated BLAs, fleet numbers announced to aid identification. 


Merseyside. UK. Buses. September 2000. 60 minutes by Dave Spencer. Rather blustery weather, take in th ‘fuel’ crisis, a local trip M ONTH LY §0C | AL M F ETI N GS i’ 8 venues th roughout the U K 


from the PMP base to update Merseyside coverage since Arriva takeover, visiting Liverpool and Birkehead. Atlanteans soldier on! 
Derby. UK. Buses. September 2000. 60 minutes by Dave Spencer, fleet numbers announced to aid identification. Bright diffused ‘a5 

light ideal for photography updating our regular coverage of Arriva / Trent and other operators working into Derby. LI BRA RY For research pu rposes 

Lathalmond, Scotland. August 2000. The 2000 annual bus gathering at the Scttish Bus Museum in Fife. The usual friendly meeting . 

of like minded souls which attracts participants from both sides of the border and a mix of vehicles not seen elsewhere. PHOTOG RAPH IC SERVI CE — New month ly sel ections 
Hong Kong 1972 -77. Buses. Our first archive feature from the camera of Alan Mortimer. Superb quality scenes which hark back 
to the glory days of the half cab, giant Regent Vs, ex Southdown Guys and Queen Marys, the sheer variety is staggering. For more inform ation, a free sample news sheet and current 


East Anglia. UK. Buses. August 2000. 60 minutes by Dave Spencer, fleet or registration numbers announced to aid identification. | . 
Starts at Kings Lynn bus station then on to Norwich, Great Yarmouth and finishes at Lowestoft. sales list contact: 


60 minutes by Dave Spencer, with Stagecoach Ribble on strke an opportunity of an antidote to ‘stripes’ with visits to Blackpool, 
Preston, Leyland, Rawtenstall, Blackburn , Burnley and Accringon. Fleet No or Reg announced. T H E PSV Cl RCLE (BU | 2) 


Dublin, Ireland, Buses. July 2000. 60 minutes b Dave Spencer with plenty of time to record the almost complete fleet renewal as . 
10 May Close, Chessington, 


the last Bombardiers see out their final days, Volvo Olympians galore, commuter express services, inter urban coaches. 


North Wales, UK.Buses. July 2000. 60 minutes by Dave Spencer with bright dry weather visiting Wrexham with plenty of KT9 2AP 
independents, Rhyl, Bangor and finishing at Carnarvon where the usual variety of operators and vehicles is enjoyed includes 
Brist LHs. . 

OR Email us on: 


PMP, 17 BIRCHWOOD DRIVE, LOWER PEOVER, : a 
CHESHIRE WA16 9QJ. Tel: 01565 722045 CIRCLE psv.circle@driff37.freeserve.co.uk 
Fax: 01565 722 038 e-m dave@pmpvideo.fsnet.co.uk 


Guy Arab II utility, Great Yarmouth £13.50 


Bristol VR Ill, Maynes of Manchester £13.50 


Leyland TDI (open stair), Lincoln City £13.50 Johnsons Coach Travel 


Bristol RE (twin light), Bristol City DL £13.50 


Classic Bus & Coaches 


Leyland Atlantean, Ribble (White Lady) £13.50 
Plaxton Premiére, Bassett’s Coachways Ltd £13.50 


National |, Stagecoach, Perth Panther 


PLAXTON 

Plaxton Panorama 
Plaxton Panorama 
Plaxton Panorama 


CLASSICS 


Bedford OB coach 


MODERN 


- Southdown (Nov) 
- Black & White (Nov) ... : 
- Beatles Magical Mystery Tour (Nov) ..£14.99 


Leyland PD3 Queen Mary - Lallys of Galway 
Leyland PD3 Queen Mary - Lancaster City 
- Edinburgh 
Guy Arab Utility - Southampton... 


otherham Model World 


22 WELLGATE, ROTHERHAM S60 2LR 


TEL: 01709 720072 FAX: 01709 510010 


ORIGINAL OMNIBUS CO 
JAN - APRIL 2001 
BMMO 
BMMO CM5T Motorway Coach - Midland Red (Feb)........ £16.95 
BMMO C5 Coach - Lichfield Speedway Supporters Club 
+0 £16.95 


CLASSICS 

BET Federation Bus - Southdown Motor SVCS (Jan) ....£14.99 
AEC 3 Axle Trolleybus - Belfast Corp (Jan) 
Leyland PD3 Queen Mary - Weardale Motor SVCS (Jan) ..£14.99 
Ford R Series/Panorama | - Highland Omnibus Ltd (Jan) ..£16.99 
Bedford OB - Malta (Feb) 
Guy Arab utility - Llandudno + Collwyn Bay Electric Railway 
(Feb) 


| E-Mail : modelworld@wellgate.fsb.co.uk [i MC QBs 


ORIGINAL OMNIBUS CO 
3rd Quarter Releases 2000 


ORIGINAL OMNIBUS CO 

4th Quarter Releases 2000 
BOVA 
Bova Futura - National Express (Wilts & Dorset) 
Bova Futura - Johnsons of Henly in Arden 
Bova Futura - Flights Ltd - Flightlink . 
Bova Futura - Forestdale Coaches ... 


CLASSICS 
Sunbeam 3 Axle Trolleybus - Reading .... 
AEC Reliance/Panorama | - Yelloway 


Leyland PD3 Queen Mary - Southdown 


Leyland PSI/ECW - Southdown Motor SVCS (Mar) 
Burlingham Seagull Coach - Flights (Mar) 7 
Leyland PD3 Queen Mary Open-top - Wallace 


Guy Arab Utility - Derby 
Weymann Trolleybus - Brighton & Hove District 
Daimler CVG6/Northern Counties - A1 Services 
Bedford VAL/Panorama | - A.Timpson 
Leyland Victory/Alexander - China Motor Bus 


Plaxton Premiere - Robinsons of Harwood .... 
Plaxton Beaver 2 - First Calderline : 
NB. All other models from 3rd quarter are now sold out 


MODERN IMAGE 
Plaxton Premiere - Wallace Arnold (Jan) 
Bova Futura (New Spec) - Paul S.Winson (Feb).. 
Neoplan Cityliner - Oak Hall Expeditions (Mar).......... 
MCW Metrobus Mk1, 2 door - London Transport (Apr)... 
Bova Futura - Eurolines (Apr) 


COLLECTORS MODELS 
Dennis Dragon 10.4m - CitybUS.......... cece eeeeeteeeee £22.99 
Daimler Fleetline/Alexander - CMB (coach livery) .... 
Dennis Dragon - AXA Insurance 


MODERN 

MCW Metrobus Mk 1, 2 door - London United........... £14.50 
Optare Solo - Travel West Midlands 
Palatine 2 - First Cityline Park & Ride 
MLW Metrobus Mk 2,1 door - Stagecoach East Kent ..£14.50 


Plaxton Premiere Natiional Holiday 


Dennis Dragon - Bridgestone Tyres 
Dennis Dragon - Bosch 
Dennis Dragon - Canon Smart Cam .... 
Daimler Fleetline - China Motor Bus 
Dennis Jubilant/Alexander - Hollywood Plaza 


BLACKPOOL 
Brush Railcoach - Sandcastle Centre. 
Brush Railcoach - Terror Train.. 
Balloon Tram - Valhalla 
Balloon Tram - Thwaites Brewery ... 


OPENING TIMES: Mon-Sat 09.30 - 16.30 
WANTED: Your surplus Bus + Truck Models. Please send us your lists. UK Post Free. Overseas at cost. 


The following publications are now available from LOTS: 


London Bus Magazine - issue no. 114 includes the following 
articles: Part 3 of Bristol Buses in London. Builders of 
London’s Buses - Volvo, and the Bus Garages of Hackney 
and Dalston, as well as the usual Around & About review. 
£4.50 (£3.50 to members). 


SUP41A - London Single Deckers — Where are they Now? 
This new publication lists all known surviving single deck 
LT vehicles; 56 pages with illustrations. 

£5.00 (£4.00 to members). 


Policies are designed for any age of driver and offer 
Competitive Premiums with Inclusive European Breakdown 
Recovery for Limited or Unlimited Mileage plus Road Rage 


Personal Accident Cover and Motor Legal Expenses 
FOR INDIVIDUAL SERVICE AND COMPLETE PEACE OF MIND 


Call Us Today 
The Enthusiast’ Insurance Broker 


FOOTMAN JAMES 
Telephone 


0121 561 4196 


THe MARKET LEADER 


Also, by the time this advert is read it is hoped that two 
more NEW publications will be available!! 


And for the latest on London’s buses, the LOTS monthly newsletter is 
the quickest way to keep London enthusiasts up-to-date with the ever 
changing London bus scene, whether your interests is in the routes or the 
vehicles. For more details of the benefits of membership of Britain’s 
largest Bus enthusiast society, or our latest sales list, why not check out 
the web site or alternatively send a large stamp-addressed envelope to: 


Postal Sales or Membership Secretary, (as applicable) 
London Omnibus Traction Society 
Unit 8, Battersea Business Centre 
103-109 Lavender Hill, London SW11 5QF 


http://www.lots.org.uk 
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ILL WINDS THAT BLOW BUSES LITTLE GOOD 


ou might imagine that two of the recent great national upheavals would benefit the bus industry. That the September fuel 

crisis would persuade some motorists of the convenience and possible financial benefits of becoming regular bus 

travellers and that Railtrack’s emergency repairs after the Hatfield train crash in October would bring additional patronage 
on to coaches and buses. The rail shenanigans have cast a blight across the image of all public transport while bus operators 
have faced a new handicap since the fuel protests ended. 

The near collapse of the long-distance rail service — especially at weekends — has benefited coach operators whose vehicles 
were drafted in at short notice to help train operators like Virgin and GNER maintain some sort of service over long stretches of 
disabled track. The sheer number of coaches to be seen around stations like Edinburgh Waverley, the temporary northern 
railhead for services normally run on to Aberdeen and Inverness, is evidence of what ought to have been a welcome and 
unexpected bonanza for coach operators who might otherwise contemplate laying up vehicles at the end of the summer season. 

There’s good reason to believe that some inter-city coach services, especially those over relatively short distances, will have 
been able to offer an attractive alternative to non-existent trains — just as commuters and longer distance passengers helped 
swell the express coach market during lengthy industrial disputes on the railways in the early-1980s. 

But it would be foolish either to gloat about rail’s misfortunes or to imagine that there are rich longer-term pickings to be made. 
Over longer distances, the train’s biggest public transport competitor is the budget airline of which the UK currently has four 
providing regular domestic services. A coach journey may be more pleasant than being cooped up in an overcrowded standard 
class train carriage with undisciplined children either playing with bleeping electronic toys or, when bored, banging said toys on 
the nearest table top. But disaffected train travellers are more likely to resort to flying. 

More distressing is the thought that the rail fiasco doesn’t just put people off rail travel. It casts an appalling spell on the whole of 
public transport. It does nothing to persuade a reluctant public to switch from cars to any form of transport where people feel the 
disruptions are out of their control — and especially when for many people public transport begins and ends with the train. They 
don’t think of the bus as an alternative. Nor does the bus industry appear to be telling them, up to now, that it could be relevant to 
their needs. 

This month’s news that Stagecoach not only is giving itself an updated identity, but is launching a national advertising campaign 
aimed at the motorist’s pocket, could mark the awakening of a sleeping giant. It was something that FirstGroup told us it was 
going to do a couple of years ago with posters and newspaper advertising, but that campaign seemed to end as soon as it began. 
Maybe something more sustained will encourage the rest of the industry to start preaching enticingly to the unconverted. 

As for the fuel crisis — and as | write this there’s still a possibility of it all happening again — something crazy has been 
happening. Two medium-sized operating groups have confirmed that, since the protests ended in September, the price of bulk 
diesel for their bus fleets has risen while the price paid by the motorist at the pumps has either gone down or been held level. 
They say it would be cheaper to fill up at the nearest forecourt and pay retail prices, only they’re locked into supply agreements 
for bulk deliveries. 

To try and defuse some of the popular support for the protesters, it seems pressure may have been brought to bear on the oil 
companies and retailers to peg prices for the allegedly hard-pressed motorist. Those same oil companies say that at best they’re 
breaking even on petrol sales if they’re not actually losing money. By implication, bus operators are subsidising the motorist and 

may even have to raise fares to cover the extra cost of fuel. 

Correct me if I’m wrong, but isn’t public transport supposed to 
be the fuel-efficient alternative to the car? Isn’t it supposed to be 
government policy to increase bus use by 10% over the next 10 
years? It’s a funny way of going about achieving this when 
operators are having to pay over the odds for their fuel and when 
confidence in public transport’s reliability and safety has been 
undermined by exceptional events 


ALAN MILLAR 


Coaches to the rescue: A Hutchison, Overtown Volvo B10M/Van Hool Alizée EDITORIAL CONTRIBUTIONS 

pulls away from Carlisle's Citadel station to reveal some of the line-up of All articles, letters, press releases and colour photographs (we prefer to use 
ULL Rk uee kes. mae transparencies where possible) should be sent to the Editor at: 

when Railtrack closed the Scottish section of the West Coast Main Line. Buses, PO Box 3759, Glasgow, G41 5YN 


DAVE McALONE : 
Please send a stamped addressed envelope if you wish to have your 


photographs returned after use. 


Fleet news reports (but not photographs) should be sent to the appropriate 
correspondents whose addresses are listed in the Fleet News sections. 
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is NO 549 
t December 2000 


Buses is published on the 
third Friday of each month 4 
preceeding the cover date by: 6 


lan Allan Publishing Ltd, Riverdene Business 
PUM msccnuml §  Go-Ahead bids for Gilmoss; Stagecoach’s new identity; Optare’s secret Q-type 

Surrey KT12 4RG. UK 

Telephone: 01932 266600 

Fax: 01932 266601 10 

Website: www.ianallanpub.co.uk/buses 
E-mail: info @ianallanpub.co.uk 
ISSN: 0007-6392 


15m progress; latest on Greyhound; new trolleybuses for Vancouver 


FEATURES 


Chairman: David Allan 

Managing Director: Tony Saunders 20 
Registered Office: Terminal House, 

SUC aMMa meas § How many Leylands, Bristols and Daimlers are left with the Big Three? 


EDITORIAL TEAM 
Editor: Alan Millar 24 me 


OR Src CECA = Harry Barker argues that bus operators need to invest more in marketing 
Telephone: 0141 427 6294 3 s 


Fax: 0141 427 9594 34 
Editorial Assistant: Philip Lamb 2 ; 
Moca What's left of the Southend-Reading express, 20 years on? 


EDITORIAL CONTRIBUTIONS 
We are pleased to consider articles and 
suitable quality photographs (colour REGULARS 
transparencies only please) for possible 
publication in Buses. Material accepted will be 9 
retained and paid for at our standard rates on 
publication. Items which cannot be used will ») - y A Z v as » lives as t 
) n open-top Leylan with nearly as many a ca 
be returned if accompanied by a ee 
stamped, addressed envelope. Photographs 
a be clearly marked ce ee git 1 2 PAGE 20 
or on the transparency mounts) with your 3 . 6 
Vreemmnnreretenms TfL's three-year action plan; quick end for Dome’s emergency buses Who’s got more Tigers than all 
material is provided at the contributor’s own risk; S . | > 
we regret that lan Allan Publishing Ltd cannot be 14 of Stagecoach: 
held responsible for loss or damage howsoever 
caused. We are also very grateful to receive ‘i ‘pee cee [4 a 5 
nije tee ee alee cat Cambridge Coach Services; the truth about the blue Linxx livery; 20 Years Ago 
direct to the relevant author at the addresses 
shown in those sections, and items of more 1 6 


general news should be sent to . ‘ y 2 
meee The calendars, books, videos and models you might want to find in Santa’s stocking 


ADVERTISING SALES 
Advertising Sales Manager: John Eaton 26 
TG Scott & Son Ltd, Brettenham House, ; : x ; ‘ 
LE kesamta Barry Doe sings Yorkshire Coastliner’s praises 
Telephone: 020 7878 2317 or 020 7240 2032 
Fax: 020 7379 7118 or 020 7379 7155 28 
E-mail: john @tgscott.co.uk 
Piccesisience Bus fares; old versus new buses; where the Lynx got its windscreen 
Subscriptions Manager: Julie Haygreen 
Buses Subscriptions, lan Allan Publishing Ltd, 32 
Riverdene Business Park 
Molesey Road, Hersham, Surrey KT12 4RG. UK FirstGroup in focus 
Telephone: 01932 266622 5 
Fax/Overnight Answerphone: 01932 266633 
E-m ubs @ianallanpub.co.uk 36 


ANNUAL eos Julian Osborne finds lots of good things to say about his recent travels 
ome: fe 9 = 
Europe: £43.00 
Rest of World (economy air mail): £45.00 38 
Rest of World (first class air mail 


EFU 
We regret that all subscription refund 39 
requests are subject to a £5 
administration charge. 


BACK ISSUES 

Subject to availability. To avoid disappointment, 
check availability before you order. Each copy 40 
costs cover price plus postage and packing: 70p 
; £1.30 Europe; £1.95 Rest of World. 


BINDERS 

Magazine binders available from Buses 
Subscriptions Department only £6.95* each plus 
postage. Please make cheques payable to lan 
Allan Publishing Ltd. (*Postage and 

packing charges: UK no extra charge; Europe 
£2.50; outside Europe £3.50.) 


MAIL ORDER BOOK ENQUIRIES 
lan Allan Publishing Ltd, Mail Order, Unit 3 shin Lidston 
Maizefield, Hinckley Fields, Hinckley Jc hn G. Lidstone 
Leicestershire LE10 1YF. UK 
Telephone: 01455 233747 52 


Fax: 01455 233737 
Sandy Macdonald 
TRADE DISTRIBUTION 


MarketForce (UK) Ltd, 
247 Tottenham Court Road, 5 7 
London W1P OAU. UK . E 
eee GC. Irvine Millar and Ian Molloy 
Fax: 020 7907 7524 
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Those stripes have changed 


Rally plans for next year — and don’t forget our 2001 calendar request 


Old British buses discovered at home and abroad 


Bus shelters and how the industry coped in the fuel crisis 


FLEET NEWS 
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A Valiant reproduction 
JOHN G. LIDSTONE 


Cover pictures: 

Stagecoach Cumberland, ex-MTL and 
Arriva, Leyland Atlantean. 

DAVE McALONE 


Printed by lan Allan Printing Ltd, Riverdene 
Business Park, Molesey Road, 
Hersham, Surrey KT12 4RG. UK 


First PMT Bristol VR, ex-Provincial and new 
to Bristol. 
CLIFF BEETON 


@lan Allan Publishing Ltd 2000 
All rights reserved. No part of this magazine 
may be reproduced or transmitted in any form _ 
by any means, electronic or mechanical, —— wae ana 
including photocopying, recording or by any ap PAGE 50 
information storage and retrieval system, 
without prior permission in writing from the 
copyright owner. Multiple copying of the 
contents of the magazine without prior written 
approval is not permitted. 


First Southern National Leyland National 


All Sad end for a Spectra bike bus, ex-Southdown. 
an ANTHONY POULTON KEVIN LANE 


PUBLISHING 


NEWS NEWS 


Mound wie tMlarstry 


GO-AHEAD FENDS OFF FRENCH RAIDERS 
AND HEADS ITS BUSES NORTH-WEST 


Go-Ahead, the UK’s fifth largest public transport 
group, appears to have staved off the threat of a 
hostile takeover bid from French rival C3D whose 
Transdev subsidiary owns London United Busways. 
It also looks favourite to buy Arriva Merseyside’s 
Gilmoss depot in Liverpool. 


The C8D bid failed to secure 
sufficient acceptances from Go- 
Ahead shareholders and its 
chances were further threatened 
when the European Commission 
granted the British government 
permission to refer the case to the 
Office of Fair Trading and the 
Competition Commission. In 
addition, French national railway 
SNCF, whose Via-Carianne 
subsidiary is a joint venture partner 
with Go-Ahead in GoVia which 
operates the Thameslink train 
franchise, has bought a 2% 
shareholding in Go-Ahead. 


But the final salvation for Go- 
Ahead came with news that GoVia 
has ousted Connex (part of French 
conglomerate Vivendi) from the 
South Central train franchise and that this network is 
to be relaunched as the New Southern Railway. A 
side-effect of that development is that Go-Ahead 
hopes that its Metrobus subsidiary will take over the 
Lewes-Uckfield bus link currently operated by 
Connex Bus. 


More surprising news is that Go-Ahead has 
emerged as the preferred bidder to buy the business 
based on Gilmoss, the north Liverpool bus depot 
which Arriva has been ordered to sell as a condition 
of its acquisition of MTL North earlier this year. It’s 
reported that its main rivals were Connex Bus and 
Singapore-owned Metroline. 

Subject to satisfactory conclusion of negotiations, 
Go-Ahead would add Gilmoss, a 1958-built depot on 
the East Lancs Road, to its existing UK bus 
operations in north-east England, Oxford, London 
and Brighton. It says this would give it a significant 
slice of a major urban area, although — like 
Go North East's territory — Merseyside is an area in 
which population and bus use are declining. 

Although Gilmoss operated 174 buses on 13 
groups of routes at the time of the Arriva takeover, 
the government has agreed that it may transfer three 
of the groups of routes and 50 buses to other parts 


of the company, leaving Go-Ahead negotiating to 
buy around 120 buses, 73 of which are ex-London 
Leyland Titans. Two Arriva-liveried Dennis Dart 
SLFs at Gilmoss were painted back into MTL 
colours shortly after the depot was put on the 
market. 


Top: 

More than half of Gilmoss’s continuing allocation is of ex- 
London Buses Leyland Titans, including 2259 (GYE 259W). 
ALAN MILLAR 


Above: 

Arriva Merseyside is putting 109 new low-floor single- 
deckers into service at several depots. 2209 (X209 ANC) is 
one of 59 route-branded Dennis Dart SLFs with Plaxton 
Pointer bodies. 

ANDREW JAROSZ 


NATEX LEAPS TO 
TOP SPOT 


The volatility of the stock market has seen a surprise 
change in the order of magnitude of the UK’s largest 
public transport groups. Imminent expectations of the 
sale of its East Midlands and Bournemouth airports 
have pushed up the value of National Express Group 
shares. In early November, NatEx (which has fewer 
UK buses than FirstGroup, Stagecoach or Arriva) was 
valued at £1.1 billion, FirstGroup was second at 

£1 billion and Stagecoach third at £879 million. 


TRANSPORT STAFF NEED 
HELP WITH COMPLAINTS 


A national survey says that transport employees 
desperately need to be trained to handle customer 
complaints. 

The National Complaints Culture Survey says 45% of the 
transport company employees it spoke to were less than 
satisfied with the level of training they receive in this area. 
‘Transport and travel difficulties can bring out the worst in 
people and place those in the front line of complaints 
handling under severe stress,’ says Richard Brennan, 
managing director of the TMI training consultancy which 
carried out the survey for the Institute of Customer Service. 
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LANE 


Stagecoach has unveiled new UK bus liveries which 
are to be phased in over the next three years. It’s also 
launching an advertising campaign to persuade 
motorists to use buses. 

In what the group describes as a modernisation of 
its 20-year-old striped livery rather than a wholesale 
relaunch, the colour scheme has been given a 
makeover by Ray Stenning of Best Impressions and 
matched to a new rolling ball logo and fleetname style 
produced by McKinstrie & Wilde, the Edinburgh 
company responsible for the production of the group’s 
annual reports. 

In place of the present scheme with italicised 
Stagecoach names with small local fleetnames in 
white on a red lozenge, the new style gives greater 
prominence to the local name. Rather like the style 
adopted by Arriva when it introduced its 
Best Impressions-designed livery in 1997, these will 
appear in such forms as Stagecoach in Fife, 
Stagecoach on Teesside or Stagecoach in London. 
Regional companies are being given some authority 
to make these as local as they feel necessary, so 
something like Stagecoach in the Lake District would 
be possible for part of the new North West company. 


Outside London, the livery style owes something to 
the Best Impressions design adopted by Stagecoach 
for South West Trains. The background colour has 
been changed from white to a grey-like off-white and 
there is a dark blue skirt. The front is blue with an 
orange flare into the off-white, while the orange flare 
sweeps into red at the back. 

For London, the requirement for an 80% red livery 
has been satisfied while also introducing Stagecoach 
blue and orange for the first time, towards the back of 


the bus sides. It also has the dark blue skirt. A 
revised Routemaster livery is likely to follow. 


Interiors on new buses are also being upgraded, 
with individual seats, blue upholstery with the new 
logo and with a ‘red carpet’ style of centre aisle. 


‘We think the modernised livery is very 
professional,’ says Rob Ballantyne, Stagecoach’s 
head of corporate communication. ‘It’s clearly 
identifiable as Stagecoach, but is a bit less harsh than 
the arrowheads of the previous style.’ 


The new livery is being introduced on new buses 
and will also be phased in as the existing fleet goes 
through the group’s three-yearly repainting 
programme. While it is initially being applied to the 
UK Bus Division's fleet, Ballantyne says it’s likely also 
to be adopted by Stagecoach’s Portuguese and 
New Zealand fleets. Coach USA and Citybus of 
Hong Kong are expected to retain their existing styles 
as, like South West Trains, they are separate 
business divisions. 

The UK Bus Division is also launching a national 
advertising campaign to promote sales of its 
Megarider and Easyrider discounted weekly and day 
tickets. The theme of the Fuel Saver campaign, on 
posters, bus shelters and leaflets, is that bus travel 
can be significantly cheaper than commuting by car, 
especially when fuel and parking costs are added 
together, and that modern buses offer a higher quality 
of journey than many motorists may think. 


Above: 
Stagecoach’s new livery as it will appear on an 
Alexander ALX400-bodied Dennis Trident. 


Stagecoach Manchester is 
being accused of unfair 
competitive tactics after 
stepping up the level of 
competition with Dennis’s of 
Dukinfield on the 216 corridor 
between Manchester and 
Ashton-under-Lyne. 

Dennis’s has complained to 
traffic commissioner 
Beverley Bell that it believes 
Stagecoach is trying to drive the 
company off this trunk route. 
Local commentators have been 
drawing comparisons with the 
battle last summer between 
Stagecoach and UK North on 
the Manchester-Hazel Grove 
corridor when UK North 
complained to the Office of Fair 
Trading about allegedly unfair 
tactics before it pulled off the 
route. 

Dennis’s, which has been 
operating the 216 route for 15 
years and has recently added 
three new Dennis Trident 
double-deckers, says its 
vehicles are being blocked out 
of its bus stand in Manchester 
and that Stagecoach inspectors 
are directing passengers on to 
their buses. 

Stagecoach, which has also 
added six Magic Bus-branded 
departures an hour on to the 
route (it already provided 10 
peak journeys per hour to 
Dennis's eight), insists that it is 
simply mounting a marketing 
exercise to boost traffic on the 
corridor and that the inspectors 
are there to greet potential 
passengers. 


A Dennis's Dennis Dart queues 
behind a Stagecoach Volvo B10M 
and Leyland Olympian to gain access 
to the Manchester city centre bus 
stand. 

GEOFF LUMB 


Y) OFT SWOOPS ON ARRIVA 
AND FIRSTGROUP 


. The Office of Fair Trading has launched an inquiry into 
» Arriva and FirstGroup’s relationship in the Leeds area. 


Investigators armed with warrants are understood to have 
swooped on the offices of Arriva Yorkshire in Wakefield and 
_ of First Leeds, as well as the two groups’ corporate offices 
in Sunderland and Aberdeen. 


‘We will be looking to see if there has been any 
infringement of competition law, an OFT spokeswoman 
_ said, but added that there is no assumption that the law 
_ has been broken. 


It’s believed that the investigation follows some 
apparent route swaps between the two major operators, 
_ with First Leeds withdrawing from the Wakefield-Doncaster 
corridor and Arriva pulling off the Leeds-Halifax route. 
It also once again highlights the conflict between 
government transport policy which favours integration, and 
’ competition policy. 


First Leeds 
5320 (P196 
TGD), an ex- 
First Glasgow 
Alexander- 
bodied Volvo 
Olympian. 
JAMES 
LAWRENCE 


COACHES GO AS ACCESS BUSES START 


FirstGroup’s last coaches in Yorkshire were withdrawn on 24 September, 
ending 35 consecutive years of coach operation by Yorkshire Rider, its 
PTE and municipal predecessors, reports ANDREW JAROSZ. 


Withdrawal of First Leeds’s remaining three Volvo B10M and three 
Dennis Javelin coaches ends a chapter in West Yorkshire’s bus and 
coach history which began with Leeds City Transport and Halifax 
Corporation’s first coaches arriving in 1965. West Yorkshire PTE 
increased its coaching commitments by acquiring Hanson of 
Huddersfield, Baddeleys of Holmfirth and Bingley of Hemsworth although 
these were later scaled down. 

While coaches have gone, First Leeds has made its first foray into dial- 
a-ride operation by taking over a three-year PTE Access bus contract 
from Rollinson Safeways. It’s taken delivery of eight Optare Solos and is 
operating them from Bramley depot along with a round seven Mercedes- 
Benz minibuses. 


GUIDE FRIDAY AND JOHNSONS 
RUN WARWICKSHIRE’S CITAROS 


Warwickshire County Council has 
awarded contracts for Guide 
Friday and Johnsons of Henley-in- 
Arden to operate a network of 
schools, daytime and evening 
services with the council’s own 
fleet of four low-floor buses. 

The County Links-liveried 
Mercedes-Benz Citaros have 48 
seats within a fully-accessible low- 
floor layout, with three-and-two 
seating towards the rear. 


Council environment spokesman 


Eddie Smith says: ‘The project 
started four years ago when we 
were examining ways of raising 
vehicle quality on school contracts. 
When we looked closely at the 
costs, it became clear that it made 
sense to look at the wider issues 
of transport in rural areas.’ 


Warwickshire has promoted the 
services by organising leaflet 
drops and by offering one free 
return journey to anyone trying the 
services during November. 


Lig THOR 
JILLA 


DIARY DATES 


28 November 

Omnibus Society (national meeting). Barry Moore, former MD, 
Ipswich Buses on municipal transport in lpswich. 18.45, London 
Underground headquarters, 55 Broadway, London SW1 (above 
St James's Park station). 


2 December 

Omnibus Society (Scottish Branch). Slide show from collection of the 
late Harry Hay (mainly Scottish, 1969-91). 18.00, Room 8, City 
Halls, Albion Street, Glasgow. 


7 December 

Conference, The Contribution of Congestion Reduction to the Urban 
Renaissance. Radisson SAS Portman Hotel, Portman Square, 
London. Details from Antonia Calvert, The Waterfront Conference 
Company, phone 020 7787 1210, e-mail 

conference @ thewaterfront.co.uk. 


14 December 
Buses World Wide. Report on 2000 visit to Moscow. 18.30, Fred 
Tallent Hall, Euston, London. 


OPTARE’S ROUTEMASTER SUCCESSOR 
COULD BE RIGHT ON Q 


The new all-low-floor double- be a mould-breaking low-floor 
deckers being designed for integral. There also have been 
London should begin to enter tantalising hints from Optare that 
service in two years’ time, it was this vehicle — unlike its Spectra 
predicted during October. Optare, and Solo models — could 
which is developing the project, is accommodate a rear lower 
revealing nothing about the deck window. 
design, but informed sources say Greater London Authority and 
there will be two prototypes, Transport for London sources 
reports JOHN ALDRIDGE. argue that Mercedes-Benz already 
They are to be side-engined, just has an all-low-floor design of 
like the AEC Q-type of the 1930s, single-decker in production, with 
with the engine behind the driver the implication that UK makers are 
and under the stairs. But the front lagging behind. But this view 
doorway will be sufficiently wide to ignores the fact that UK and 
accept a wheelchair, and there will Swedish or Dutch makers have 
be a further entrance at the rear, to fund their own development 
with doors that can be retained in costs and sell 
the open position. the resultant models at 
attractive prices, whereas the 
subsidy regime in Germany 
allows its makers to take a 
different approach. 


This does fit with Optare 
managing director’s prediction 
earlier this year (Buses March) 
that its new double-decker would 


Optare’s still secret 
new bus could 
resemble AEC’s Q- 
type which was 
conceived as a 
double-decker. 
London Transport 
Q83 of 1935, 
preserved at the 
Cobham Bus 
Museum, shows the 
offside engine 
location. 


GUERNSEYBUS BITES THE DUST 


Channel island’s only other local 
bus service operator, Island 
Coachways, along with its 15 
Optare MetroRider midibuses. It’s 
understood that neither the 
Guernseybus vintage fleet nor the 
company’s garage is being taken 
on by Island Coachways. 


As reported in this month’s Fleet 
News, the serious ill health of 
managing director Gary Bougourd 
has led Guernseybus to 
cease operating. 

The company’s seven-year local 
bus and school services contract 
is being taken over by the 


ny, owned 18% ay ary eae is 


reviewing | its senior ‘management structure with a view to changing the 
company’s culture. 


MIDLAND RED COACH STARTS CORGI’S YEAR OF ICONS 


Corgi is planning to launch three 
new 1/76th scale Original Omnibus 
Company diecast model castings 
during 2001, the BMMO 
(Midland Red) CM5T/C5 coach 
and D9 double-decker, to be 
followed by the prewar side- 
engined AEC Q-type double- 
decker. The coach will later be 
accompanied by the BMMO S15 
bus which used essentially the 
same body shell but with more 
utilitarian front and back ends. 


Until recently, the conventional 
view of model manufacturers was 
that the market would only support 
sales of bus and coach designs 
that could be sold in a wide range 
of operators’ liveries; but Corgi 
says that its successful launches of 
both the Q1 trolleybus and 
Southdown Leyland PD3 
‘Queen Mary’ models have proved 
that ‘icon’ types operated by only a 
handful of fleets do sell. 

Adrienne Fuller, Corgi’s product 
manager, says: ‘When we started 
OOC, we thought that we would go 
for a model with 18 or 20 
operators’ liveries. Then we found 
that everyone wants the first 
model, but sales start to fall from 
the second and after about 10 
liveries demand tails off.’ 

Southdown-liveried models are 
by far OOC’s most consistently 


successful, but demand has been 
building for a series of Midland 
Red models. ‘The company 
covered a huge area,’ she says. 
‘People are asking for it so we 
decided, let’s give them what they 
want.’ 

First on to the market will be 
CM5T 4801 which launched 
Britain’s first motorway express 
coach service on 2 November 
1959, linking Birmingham and 
London. ‘Another good reason for 
doing this model is that it was a 
Corgi toy in the 1960s and those 
models are very collectable if 
they’re still in their original box,’ 
says Adrienne Fuller. ‘Around 
169,000 were sold as a toy which 
was a crude model by today’s 
standards, so there’s going to be a 
bit of nostalgia from people who 
owned the toy.’ 

It is due to go on sale around 
April at a recommended retail price 
of £17.99 and will be followed by 
two versions of the 1958 C5 coach, 
former 4819 in yellow and black 
livery with Lichfield Speedway 
Supporters Club and 4780 ona 
seaside service to Llandudno. The 
full range will include variants with 
single or twin headlamps, with or 
without rooflights, destination 
boards and a rear toilet 
compartment. Detail features being 


introduced on all OOC models for 
2001 include up to four interior 
colours. 

The S15 bus model will follow 
later next year. 

The D9 double-decker — 
Midland Red’s distinctive 
Routemaster contemporary — is 
expected around July and 
eventually that range will include 
overall advertising liveries, West 
Midlands PTE and London 
Transport versions. The Q-type, 


one of the 20th century’s most 
revolutionary vehicles, will follow 
towards the end of next year. It will 
be based on the front-entrance 
Metro-Cammell body design and is 
expected to be offered in most of 
the liveries of the fleets which 
bought the two dozen vehicles 
built. 

* February Buses will include 
details of a competition to win a 
rare resin prototype of the CM5T 
model. 
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MIKE FENTON relates the story 
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SGD 10, a tin front Pneumo-cycli 
61-seat Alexander-designed ran Me Fats 
identifiable from ‘real’ Alexander bodie 
Greater Glasgow PTE Ownership in Ju 
transferred to the driving school. 
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© pre-Guide Friday days 
-topper. 
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Subsequently passed into preservation, regaining 


an colours but 
then having lost its Original registration for the ay 


we ng tours of Edinburgh. 
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GLOBALNEWS 


BUS AND COACH DEVELOPMENTS AROUND THE WORLD. 


15M RIGIDS COULD BE 


LEGAL BY EASTER 


The European Parliament has 
completed the first reading of a 
proposed EU legal amendment 
which would permit the operation 
of 15m rigid buses throughout 
Europe. It’s possible that the 
legislation could be adopted as 
early as next Easter. 


The new limit would include ski 
boxes, so coaches equipped to 
serve winter resorts would have to 
be no longer than 13.7m if they 
are also fitted with ski boxes; 
similarly, it looks like there will be 
an 18.75m length limit for coach 
and trailer combinations and also 
that the present 18m length limit 
for articulated buses will be 
increased to 18.75m— even 
though there has been no call for 
this from either operators or 
manufacturers.. 


The parliament has made two 
other significant changes to the 
original porposals 
from Brussels 
Officials. One is 
that, instead of 


Right: § 

Sweden not only has 
a long history of 
operating long buses, 
but also is using them 
increasingly in place 
of articulated vehicles 
on interurban routes. 
This is a Volvo BIOMT 
operated by Swebus. 
ALAN MILLAR 


Below right: 

To raise interest in 
15m buses in Britain, 
FirstGroup took this 
left-hand-drive three- 
axle Mercedes-Benz 
Citaro around some 
of its subsidiaries. 
TIM CARTER 


requiring all vehicles over 12m to 
have a third axle, the extra axle 
will only be required for vehicles 
over 13.5m long; the other is that 
existing two-axle 15m vehicles or 
any whose outswing is greater 
than that of an articulated bus will 
be permitted to remain in use 
within national territories until 
2015, not 2010 as originally 
intended. 


The new length limits are not 
expected to pass into law before 
the end of this year as France, 
which currently holds the EU 
presidency, isn’t enthusiastic 
about longer buses and coaches. 
But the presidency passes in 
January to Sweden, one of the 
most prolific users of them and it 
is likely that transport ministers 
will be urged to accept the 
amendments during the first half 
of 2001. 


Three more for Coach USA 


Coach USA has added three more 
businesses across the United 
States, bringing another 74 
coaches and 174 taxis to its fleet 
of well over 10,000 vehicles. 


Subject to regulatory approval, 
the Stagecoach division has added 
the 25 companies known 
collectively as Independent Bus 
Company and Seven Bus 
Corporation in Newark, New 
Jersey; this gives it a further 
45 commuter coaches over 
an already established presence 
in this area close to New York 
City. 
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On the opposite side of the US, 
Royal West Tour & Cruises, a 
Californian operator of 29 charter, 
tour and contract services 
vehicles, has come along with its 
trading name of Gray Line of 
San Diego. In the Minneapolis 
area, St Louis Park, Minnesota- 
based Airport & Airline Taxi-Cab 
Corporation brings a further 174 
taxis into Coach USA. 


‘Each of the acquired companies 
complements existing Coach USA 
operations in their own right,’ says 
Coach USA acquisitions executive 
David Carroll. 


VOLVO SALES UP 22% IN FIRST 
NINE MONTHS AS PROFITS RISE 


Rising sales in South America, 
Asia and Europe helped push 
Volvo’s global bus sales up by 
nearly a quarter in the first nine 
months of this year, although its 
forward orders are down. 


Compared with the same period 
last year, Volvo’s deliveries were 
up by 22% from 6,599 to 8,040 
chassis and complete vehicles. 
The increase in the third quarter 
alone was from 2,271 to 2,636 
vehicles and the value of sales in 
the nine months to 30 September 
was up by 19%. 

The biggest increase (84% by 
value) was in South America with 
equivalent rises of 19% in North 
America, 16% in Europe and 10% 
in Asia. Volvo says its share of the 
growing European heavy bus 
market rose from 16% to 18%, 
thanks largely to its recovery in 
the British double-deck sector; this 
may also explain why the 
proportion of complete Volvo- 
bodied vehicles fell from 
51% to 46%. 


One big benefit to Volvo has 
been a year-on-year increase in 
its profit margin on bus sales, from 
0.7% to 2.3% over the nine 
months, although the figure for the 
third quarter was just 1.7% — still 
up from 0.4% in July to 
September 1999. 

Sales in the immediate period 
ahead may not hold up to earlier 
levels as Volvo says its order book 
is down by 18% on September 
1999, but it also points out that 
last year’s figure was inflated by a 
very large Mexican order for 
locally assembled B12 coaches 
with bodies designed by Carrus, 
Volvo's Finnish bodybuilding 
subsidiary. 

In the longer-term future, Volvo 
is pinning its faith in its new TX 
product platform, the basis of a 
flexible line of buses and coaches, 
the first of which is the mid- 
engined B12M coach developed 
primarily for the UK market. 


GREYHOUND CLEARS FINANCIAL 
HURDLE AND BUYS SMALL FLEETS 


Greyhound Lines, North America’s largest interstate express coach 
operator and arguably the world’s most famous bus company, has 
secured a two-year funding package that should ensure its financial 
independence from parent company Laidlaw. It has also acquired two 
Canadian and one Californian operator as part of its plan to expand its 


tours and charter business. 


The two-year financing deal with Foothill Capital Corporation — part 
of Wells Fargo — provides Greyhound with up to $125 million in credit. 
This spares financially troubled Laidlaw of the need to fund 
Greyhound’s business — notably its new vehicle investments. 


‘With this in place, our customers can be confident that we will 
continue to provide the high level of service they've come to expect,’ 
says Greyhound chief executive Craig Lentzsch. ‘The agreement will 
provide us with the working capital needed to fund our seasonal cash 
flow needs and capital expenditure requirements, as well as repay a 
$43 million inter-company advance due to Laidlaw.’ 


Greyhound Charter & Tours, the company’s new leisure and corporate 
travel division, has meanwhile acquired three smaller operators as part 
of its ambition of tripling the size of this part of its business which 
competes in the core market of Stagecoach’s Coach USA division. 

Bus Ride magazine reports that these companies are Roesch Lines, a 
77-year-old operator of 30 coaches and 12 urban transit buses in 
San Bernardino, California, and two businesses in the eastern 
Canadian province of Ontario. Penetang-Midland Coach Lines, based in 
the town of Midland, has almost 60 coaches and over 250 yellow 
school buses, while Chatham Coach Lines (based in Chatham) has 14 
coaches and seven airport shuttle buses. 


BUSES 


Vancouver's fleet of 244 Flyer 
trolleybuses, dating back to 
1982/83 and suffering from 
corrosion and other problems, is 
to be replaced with new trolleys in 
2003/04. 


TransLink, the western 
Canadian city’s transport 
authority, is spending up to 
C$255 million on 204 low-floor 
12m rigid trolleybuses, with this 
sum also including an option 
either to buy 60 more or 40 18m 
articulated versions. An additional 
option has been reserved for a 
further 40 artics or 60 rigids for 
2006 delivery if the trolleybus 
network is expanded beyond its 
current 13 routes. 


No decision has yet been taken 
on which types of trolleybuses will 
replace Vancouver’s Canadian- 


A KIWI LYNX THAT’S 


built Flyer E901s whose 
availability has been undermined 
by parts obsolesence and 
electrical reliability problems as 
well as corrosion. But it’s likely 
that the replacements will be 
imported. 

Coast Mountain Bus Company, 
which operates the Flyers and will 
run their replacements, meantime 
says its staff have shown great 
resourcefulness in keeping the 
Flyers in a roadworthy condition. 


TransLink chair George Puil 
acknowledged the affection in 
which Vancouver’s trolleybuses 
are held, saying: ‘We could have 
purchased diesels, but that would 
have been a backward step as far 
as our efforts to reduce vehicle 
emissions are concerned.’ 


One of Vancouver's 
Flyer E901s in 1994. 
They’re now being 
repainted in 
TransLink’s livery of 
white with a central 
double band of blue 
and yellow stripes 
that swoop down to 
the front. 

ALAN MILLAR 


APPARENTLY A TIGER 


New Zealand reader Don Roberts 
has drawn our attention to the 
existence of a forgotten Leyland 
special vehicle with Hamilton City 
Buses on the country’s North 
Island. 


Although the two-door body style 
appears to be virtually identical to 
that of the rear-engined Lynx — a 
locally-bodied two-door example 
of which went to Australia — and 
it's been registered as a Lynx in 
New Zealand since April 1988, it 
is in fact on a Leyland Tiger 
chassis with a mid engine and a 
four-speed gearbox. 


The chassis type is shown as 
TRCTL/11/3RD Special, the 
Leyland TL11 engine number is 
E0O67L11395 8561825 and it is 
further described on the maker’s 
plate as Class 8500051. There is 
no separate body number. 


Mr Roberts understands that it 
proved too heavy for the New 
Zealand market and says that 
Hamilton City Buses is looking for 
a replacement lower dash panel to 
complete the bus’s refurbishment. 
He — and all of us at Buses — 
would appreciate more information 
about this vehicle’s history. 


ADELAIDE TURNS ON THE GAS 


Australia’s federal government is providing A$1.75 million for the 
introduction of 1038 new MAN compressed natural gas (CNG) MAN 
NL202 low-floor buses into Adelaide over the next two years. 


The funding covers the cost of 46 buses already budgeted for this 
year and which have entered service with contractors Serco and 
Torrens Transit on Adelaide Metro routes, replacing Volvo B59s. 

These buses will join 110 MAN SL200 and SL202 step-entrance 
CNG buses in Adelaide. By November next year, Truck & Bus 
magazine says 30% of South Australia’s metropolitan bus fleet will 
run on CNG. 
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New Flyer’s glassfibre-clad low-floor Invero transit bus (Buses December 
1999) has been doing the rounds of United States and Canadian transit 
agencies, reports MICHAEL DRYHURST. 


In September, it was on demonstration to Sacramento Regional Transit 
for five days, but it did not 
enter service. For the first 
time in many years, the 
Invero — with almost Art 
Deco back end — 
reintroduces a rear window 
on an air conditioned North 
American transit bus. 
Recently, Monterey-Salinas 
Transit specified rear 
windows on a batch of 
Gillig Phantoms, but only 
by deleting the air 
conditoning option. 


California’s state legislators have set the beginning of 2007 as the 
deadline for all diesel-engined vehicles (with engines over 175hp) to run 
soot-free. To comply, diesel vehicles will need to be fitted with soot traps. 


THAT GERMAN AIRPORT 


It's been pointed out that we've still given the wrong information of 
the airport to which the Jasper Mercedes-Benz Citaro was running 
(‘Global News’ October). Schénefeld is the airport of East Berlin. 
The airport for Hamburg is Fuhlabittel. 


NEWS AND VIEWS FROM 
AROUND THE CAPITAL JOHN ALDRIDGE 


QUICK WIN IS THE NAME OF THE BUS GAME 


Buses will play a key role in the 
next three-and-a-half years for 
the Greater London Authority and 
Transport for London. ‘We can 
get quick wins at an economical 
price,’ deputy mayor Nicky 
Gavron explained at a one-day 
conference. 

Worthwhile improvements can 
be made with buses for a fraction 
of the cost of a new tube line. 
She promises the next 
generation of buses will be 
genuinely accessible — ‘We 
have been deluged by 
complaints from pensioners 
about the design of new buses,’ 
she said at The London Bus 
Conference organised by 
transport specialist company 
Landor Conferences. 


She also spoke of bigger 
buses, ‘bendi’ buses, small taxi 
buses and bus shelters with 
phones. There would be smart 
ticketing and a fundamental 
rethink on interchanges. New 
interchanges would become ‘the 
new cross-roads of sustainable 
London’. She envisages very 
high-quality radial routes, hub 
and spoke services focused on 
suburban centres and frequent 
orbital routes connecting with the 
radial ones. It all sounds a bit 
like London Transport’s ill-fated 
bus reshaping plan of the 1960s. 


Another view on interchanges 
was given by London Buses 
chair Dave Wetzel who said 
Railtrack’s plans for the new 
London Bridge station would 
have replaced direct access from 
platforms to the bus station by a 
footbridge, a longer walk along a 
street and then use of a 


pedestrian crossing of a public 
road to reach a new, smaller bus 
station. It had been ‘a battle to 
get a decent-sized bus station 
there’ and to eliminate such an 
appalling layout. But public 
transport is too 
compartmentalised: for example, 
Waterloo station’s travel centre 
offers no bus maps or 
information, only train details. 


London Buses acting managing 
director Dick Halle said that 
timetable displays at stops would 
display scheduled departure 
times from that particular stop, 
plus line diagrams of each route. 
It was also hoped to introduce 
signs on buses displaying the 
name of the next stop, within the 
next two years. 


There also are plans to provide 
staff with better toilets and 
canteens at more locations. In 
the next few months, another 10 
night services will be added to 
the present 55. The automatic 
vehicle location system (AVL) will 
become fleet-wide. He says the 
introduction of the flat £1 fare in 
central London has speeded 
boarding times by 8%. 

Dave Wetzel revealed that 
initially its East Thames Buses 
was running less than 80% of 
scheduled mileage. But following 
a study by a consultant, and his 
subsequent appointment as 
interim managing director for six 
months, more than 98% of 
mileage was now being covered. 
He wants a quality service, not 
just bunching of buses to 
complete scheduled mileage. 


Wetzel would have liked to 
have a West, a North and a 


CONFERENCE BRIEFS 


Possible new transit systems in four areas including the Uxbridge 
Road are to be announced in January. First CentreWest is acquiring 
three articulated buses for the Uxbridge Road routes. 


The £30 million subsidy to bus services last year isn’t acceptable. 
Buses have to be properly subsidised, says Dave Wetzel. 


Thirty-one Routemasters have been acquired so far by London 


Buses for refurbishment. 


The GLA would ultimately like to have free bus travel for all children 


up to the age of 11. 


Carrying traffic wardens on buses in the London Borough of Hackney 
to issue tickets for illegally parked vehicles has proved remarkably 


successful in speeding up buses. 
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South Thames Buses all under 
TfL ownership, but doesn’t have 
the money to buy buses and 
other items. He expressed 
concern about the high amount 
of dead mileage run generally, 
and especially from East 
Thames’s Ash Grove depot. An 
investigation is under way to see 
if buses could run in service from 
and to depots. 


Integration is a joke in London, 
Wetzel told a questioner. Singled 
out for criticism at the conference 
was the Underground’s 
Smartcard project, now three 
years into a 20-year contract. 

Yet it doesn’t include the 
Docklands Light Railway or 
Croydon Tramlink. 


Bus passenger levels are back 
to those of the late 1960s, while 
service levels are back to those 
of the 1970s, Dick Halle said. 
Passenger numbers average 4.4 
million a day on weekdays, while 
Sundays have risen to two 
million. Nearly half the fleet is 
low-floor. But FirstGroup’s 
London bus MD, Leon Daniels, 
says that in the old days bus 
crews worked about one Sunday 
in four; now it’s nearer seven in 
every eight, a factor that deters 
recruitment. One simple way of 
improving Sunday services, he 
suggested, was to run 
Routemasters on those days too, 
with volunteer crews. 


He argues that cash taken by 
conductors on Routemasters is 
just about sufficient to meet 
claims from boarding and 


alighting accidents. He thought 
£10 an hour was about the right 
rate of pay for busmen, 
contrasting the hassles of a 
driver’s day with that of tube or 
tram drivers who take no fares 
and have no contact with 
passengers. He added that each 
year operators in London are 
eroding their profit margins as 
they give bigger pay rises than 
their contracts allow; London 
operators struggle to make 10% 
returns. 


Places like Kings Cross and 
Victoria will soon need extra bus 
services to cope with the growing 
number of passengers arriving 
on national rail services, says 
Dick Halle, since the tubes there 
cannot carry any more. Leon 
Daniels says he regrets the run- 
down of the Red Arrow network, 
with about one route a year 
being withdrawn, and the 
remainder worked by elderly 
vehicles. There is a need, he 
says, ‘to crack up reasonably 
understood express services in 
central London’. 


Below: 

Lack of funds has prevented 

Dave Weizel from following East 
Thames Buses, operator of this ex- 
Harris Bus Optare Excel in Blackheath, 
from being joined by North, South and 
West Thames Buses subsidiaries of TfL. 
LEE WHITEHEAD 


The reserve buses, with their 
teams of drivers, that had been 
kept on call near the Millennium 
Dome for use if there were 
problems with Jubilee Line 
Underground services were 
quietly withdrawn after 13 October 
— if not earlier. 


The Blue Triangle Lynxes and 
Metrobuses then disappeared, 
but the Leyland Nationals and 
Metrobuses provided by 
F. E. Thorpe may have 
gone earlier. 


Scurrilous rumour suggests that 
the move came just before a 
national press exposé of the 
waste of resources, which would 
have highlighted the use of 
valuable drivers at a time when 
there is such a big shortage of 
drivers for scheduled work. One 
South London operator is said to 
be nearly 200 drivers short of 
establishment. 


Another aspect of the Millennium Dome has turned out to 
be a white elephant. The electroncially-guided busway has 
never yet worked in service, and now it seems it never will. 
Claire Kavanagh, London Buses’ head of network 
development admits the technology is not ready and needs 
another two to three years’ development. 


Meanwhile First CentreWest’s 
Orpington Buses has recruited 
sufficient drivers to staff both the 
Croydon Tramlink routes it runs. 
Blue Triangle is no longer 
providing drivers for the T32, a 
move which, together with the end 
of the Dome standby, has enabled 
it to step in and staff another route 
for another operator. The new 
benificiary is Arriva London 
South’s Beddington Farm, 
Croydon, depot, which had 
operated route 367 
(Croydon-Bromley). 
Now the Plaxton- 
bodied Darts are 
being operted by Blue 
Triangle staff. 

The 367 was lost by || } 
Arriva in a recent : 
retendering round, 
and will move to 
Metrobus next year. 
Another of the routes 


TENDER CARROT FOR BETTER 
ROUTE PERFORMANCE 


The latest announcements of 
tender awards show one notable 
change from the previous 
approach. Those for routes 67, 
106, 171, N171, 196, 315 C10 
and P5 are all for five years, but 
include an option for a two-year 
performance-related extension. 


Connex has won the 196 and 
315 from Arriva London South. 
Stagecoach has gained the 67 
from First Capital while 
Limebourne has lost the C10 to 


London Central. An earlier round 
of contract awards sees 
Metrobus gain the 367 from 
Arriva London South, but lose 
the 181 and 284 to Stagecoach 
Selkent. 


Selkent has lost the 225 to 
London Central. Christmas park- 
&-ride services in Bromley and 
Kingston are once again to be 
provided by First Orpington 
Buses and Armchair 
respectively. 


operated by Beddington Farm is 
the infamous 60 (Old Coulsdon- 
Streatham), and one might idly 
speculate why Blue Triangle 
wasn’t offered part of that route — 
after all many of its staff know it 
from its involvement (among 
others) in the early months of 
1999. Perhaps that was felt to be 
politically risky. But part of the 60 
has moved, to Arriva London 
South’s other Croydon garage, the 
former Thomas Tilling one. That 


Three top appointments have 
been announced by TTL. 
Probably the most encouraging 
one is that of Peter Hendy, who 
becomes director of bus and river 
services. He was previously 
deputy director, UK bus, with 
FirstGroup, began his career with 
LT as a graduate trainee and 
more recently was managing 
director of CentreWest and was 
involved with the successful 
consortium which won the 
Croydon Tramlink bid. 


Derek Turner has been 
appointed director of street 


route has also gained the six 
Optare Spectras, with the low-floor 
Plaxton-bodied DAF double- 
deckers remaining at 

Beddington Farm. 


Below: 

Blue Triangle Metrobus MCW463 
(GYE 463W) at the Millennium Dome 
earlier this year. 

MARK BAILEY 


management, and had been 
traffic director for London since 
the inception of that post in 1991. 
And Richard Smith has been 
made director of integration; he 
was previously director of 
transport strategy and 
development for LT and before 
that planning and development 
director for LTB. 


All three report to the new 
Commissioner, American-born 
Robert Kiley, whose appointment 
and plans for the Underground 
have already gained him much 
coverage in the national press. 


IN 


THE EDITOR’S SIDEWAYS LOOK AT BUS AND 


COACH EVENTS 


Whatever happened to...? 
... Cambridge Coach Services 


It's a year since we reported that 
AirLinks — The Airport Coach 
Company, to give National 
Express Group’s London airports 
subsidiary its full name, had 
acquired Cambridge Coach 
Services from Blazefield Holdings. 


The deal increased AirLinks’ 
dominance of its market, a 
position further strengthened by 
subsequent purchases of London 
United’s Airbus operations (and 
brand name) and most of Capital 
Logistics. More specifically, it 
added 22 vehicles, a network of 
routes linking Cambridge and 
parts of East Anglia with the four 
major London airports as well as 
routes from Cambridge to Oxford 
and Lowestoft. 

Since then, CCS’s identity has 
been scaled down. The blue/grey 
livery inherited from Premier 
Travel is still used, as is the CCS 
name, but its coaches carry more 
prominent Jetlink names. Well, 
most of them do. The Airbus 
branding was extended to a new 
Stansted-London route operated 
by CCS using some of the London 
United buses and two Northern 


Counties-bodied Olympians that 
Blazefield bought to avoid 
occasional duplication on the 
Lowestoft service. They were 
recently repainted yellow and 
purple to advertise Buzz, KLM’s 
low-fare airline. 

The services themselves have 
been renumbered into the Boeing 
aircraft-like sequences already 
applied to the Jetlink network. And 
in a move that fits in more with the 
aims and ambitions of AirLinks, 
the Lowestoft route was cut back 
at its north-eastern end to 
Norwich, but lengthened 
southwards and integrated into 
Jetlink’s 747 to provide additional 
short workings between Norwich 
and Stansted; it misses out 
intermediate halts at Lakenheath 
and Brandon. 


Below: 

Already part of history: A Jetlink- 
branded Cambridge Coach Services 
Volvo B10M/Plaxton Premiere at 
Lowestoft on the former 74 service to 
Cambridge. 

MARK BAILEY 
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THE TRUTH BEHIND THE 


There’s a certain naiveté in 
enthusiast circles that has us 
believe most things are done for 
the most logical, planned reason. 
That buses are numbered in 
logical sequence or are repainted 
and overhauled to a similar plan. If 
there’s a departure from a 
previous pattern or policy, we 
assume there’s been the most 
detailed of board-level 
discussions. 


Sometimes, let it be whispered, 
they’re the result of a visit from 
our good friend Mr Cock-up and 
we don’t always spot his 
footprints. A classic example was 
when we were in the final stages 
of preparing April Buses. We 
included a picture of one of Arriva 
Cymru’s latest Dennis Darts for its 
Linxx-branded routes in Flintshire, 
and happily repeated the logical 
assumption that these buses were 
deliberately painted blue rather 
than purple. 

Not long before, some rather 
absurd mandarins at the Office of 
Fair Trading had announced that 


NOT-SO-PURPLE PROSE 


the co-ordinated, higher frequency 
and commonly branded Linxx 
network with inter-availability of 
tickets ruined people’s ability to 
choose between Arriva Cymru and 
First Crosville’s hitherto less 
frequent, unco-ordinated routes 
into Chester. They wanted it to be 
scrapped. 


Perhaps the change of colour 
was enough to persuade the OFT 
to call off its dogs, but that 
evidently wasn’t the plan. Now | 
hear it was all because someone 
misread the paint supplier’s shade 
cards or muddled up the colour 
codes and by the time the mistake 
was discovered it was more 
important to have blue buses in 
Flintshire than none at all while 
they were rubbed down and 
painted purple. 


Above: 

Arriva Cymru Dennis Dart/Plaxton 
Pointer SDC591 (V591 DJC) at Connah's 
Quay in July. And to think we all 
thought it was meant to be blue .. . 
JOHN YOUNG 


SUBLIMINAL SUGGESTIONS FOR 


SUBLIME SUCCESS 


George ‘Dubya’ Bush may not 
know how to pronounce the word 
‘subliminal’ but at least one of 
Scottish Citylink’s higher profile 
employees was displaying a clear 
understanding of how subliminal 
advertising works and what might 
entice a few undecided 
passengers on to his coaches. 
As he supervised the loading of 
some busy services at Glasgow’s 
Buchanan bus station on the first 


Saturday in November and 
consulted the clip board no such 
employee should ever be without, 
the duty regulator drew further 
attention to himself by a clever 
addition to said board. Carefully 
Sellotaped and there for all 
potential passengers to see was a 
headline cut from a newspaper 
published that day or the day 
before. And it said? ‘Weekend of 
train misery’. 
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THAT TAKES THE 
BARM CAKE 


How are the mighty fallen. 
Since he retired 11 years ago 
after 30 years service, former 
Kendal district superintendent 
David Uttley was shocked to 
find that, on the wall of a 
butcher’s shop in Lytham, 
National Bus Company-era 
Ribble has been reduced to 
selling barm cakes. What he 
doesn’t say was whether they 
are served by White Ladies or 
Gay Hostesses. 


> RIBBLE 


TO WARMINSTER 


You may not have realised 
where last month’s photograph 
of one of the Bath Bus 
Company’s ex-Mainline Leyland- 
DAB artics was taken. It wasn’t 
anywhere on the company’s 
Norton Radstock route but at 
the Warminster Running Day on 
10 September. 

Bob Eade, who organises the 
Warminster shindig and ought to 
know the whole story, tells me it 
hadn't been part of the day’s 
plans. Only First CentreWest’s 
Routemaster RML2735 which 
worked Badgerline’s Bath- 
Chippenham route the day 
before went sick in the middle of 


IDEAL FOR RUBBER-NECKING? 


Judging by the wording of this 
recent recruitment advertisement 
from The South Wales Echo, 
Cardiff Bus seems to be even more 
progressive than we might have 
believed. Are its latest midibuses 
really made out of polyvinyl 
chloride or has it adopted a 
progressively tolerant approach to 
the labour market that will provide 
rehabilitation for obsessive wearers 
of rubber raincoats? Surely it 
doesn’t mean PCV drivers? 
Bernard Minton, who spotted the 
advert, wonders if — like the best 
‘home improvement’ doors — 
these drivers or midibuses will be 
double-glazed. 


December 2000 


WHY BATH’S BENDY WENT 


SHELTERING FROM REALITY 


Should you ever find yourself at 
Greencroft in Co Durham, near 
Annfield Plain, prepare for the 
game of Russian roulette that is 
the village’s approach to 

bus shelters. 


There’s one for passengers 
travelling either to Consett or 
Sunderland on Go North East’s 
service through the village. If you 
think that’s unsatisfactory, it gets 
worse. It’s directly opposite the 
stop for buses to Consett so, in 
your excitement on seeing the red 
and blue bus approaching, you 
rush out without looking in the 
opposite direction and risk 
being struck by the Sunderland- 
bound bus. 


And if you want to catch the 
Sunderland bus, the stop 


itself a smart new £7,500 Adshel 
shelter — a top-of-the-range 
Victorian-effect one whatever 
that’s supposed to mean (children 
cleaning its chimneys?) — after 
the previous structure was 
demolished. Only Arriva’s buses 
turn off within sight of the shelter 
and have done so for the past five 
years. No one managed to 
communicate that little detail. 


No more helpful — other than for 
seagulls — is the swanky new bus 
shelter at Bournemouth’s Triangle. 
Buses stop there, but the bus stop 
flag information is pointing at the 
sky and in a direction that 
otherwise only informs those who 
have already got on the bus and 
need reassurance that it should go 
that way. 


Above: 
Inaccessible information at 


for it is at the next lamp 
standard 200m down the 
road, so you've got to be 
fit to get there before the 
bus reaches it. 


Not that such 
nonsenses are confined 
to one part of the land. 
The Daily Mail recently 
highlighted how Swanley 
Town Council in Kent got 


a Warminster-Codford journey 
on the big day. The FirstGroup 
boys in Bath may be able to 
rewire every form of Dart SLF, 
B10BLE or boil every Lance 
known to man, but 
Routemasters are beyond their 
daily experience. 

So they cast all pride to the 
wind and asked former boss 
Martin Curtis’s people at Bath 
Bus Company to send out a 
fitter, for Bath Bus Company has 
an open-top RM. Cue for the 
fitter to surprise everyone and 
steam to the rescue behind the 
wheel of the artic. 


Experienced PVC 
a Midibus Drivers 
Persons who 
midibus operators)” bigir 
ive bus 
Drivers to 


ipl an excelle 
iis and qual 


Rate of pay £4.6240 
Please ring Angie Fosco! 
Devlcprnent Go-ordinater 
or 
Cardiff Bus Loctewhth Desc ASAP, to 
Cardiff CF11 8YB. 
Tel: 029 2078 7751 


Bournemouth Triangle. 
JOHN MARSH 


left: 

Here’s the shelter, but where’s 
the Greencroft stop? 

GEOFF COXON 


n our November 1980 issue, two highly significant new Leyland 
Jereosuss were announced to the world; two vehicles that would 

turn out to be among the last launches by Britain’s largest vehicle 
manufacturer. 

Leyland gave its models project numbers while they were under 
development, so one of these numbers was replaced by a name for 
the first time while the other had to make do with its newly 
announced (if already fairly universally known) project number. First 
expected in production was the B45 which had been christened 
Olympian. 

It was hardly a great secret as the second prototype, ECW-bodied 
Ribble 2100 (DBV 100W) had been in service since August 1980 (it’s 
still there). The B45 was the lowheight, semi-integral cousin of the 
fully integral highbridge Titan which had been limping from production 
crisis to production crisis since its launch a couple of years earlier; 
the new model was to be built at Bristol, was an immediate 
replacement for the Fleetline and Bristol VRT and ultimately would 
replace the Atlantean although Leyland was saying that model would 
remain available as long as it remained in demand. 

The other new model was called the B43. It, too, was no great 
secret although Leyland was at last admitting publicly to its code 
number and existence. This was the long-awaited successor to the 
Leopard which had first appeared in 1959. A chassis appeared at the 
October 1980 Motor Show, when there also were four Olympians on 
display, but we would have to wait until the following year before the 
B43 was finally given the full launch it needed to combat competition 
from Volvo’s B10M. It would be called the Tiger. 

Leyland also announced details of a prototype installation of 
multiplex wiring in a Leyland National. It hoped to have this in 
production within a year. And to think it’s only within the past three 
years that multiplexing has finally taken root on the latest generations 
of British bus. 
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CALENDARS 


It's the time of the year to think about buying 
calendars for the next one, and three have come 
our way for review. 


CLASSIC BUS CALENDAR 2001 


FROM: CLASSIC BUS PUBLISHING, 
18 BRUNSTANE ROAD, EDINBURGH, 
EH15 2QJ. £5 INC P&P 


Classic Bus magazine has been running a 
reader competition to find the Classic Bus of the 
Century and readers’ choices feature on this 
superbly reproduced all-colour calendar. It has 
one excellent colour shot for each two-month 
period, plus an extra one at the end, a beautiful 
Tony Moyes picture of a dual-purpose Crosville 
Bristol RE which | would much rather see on my 
wall for two months than the Glasgow PD2 for 
March and April — though our editor might beg 
to differ. 

Beauty is entirely in the eye of the beholder, so 
the Huddersfield trolleybuses for July and 
August really take the biscuit, though others will 
prefer some of the London shots of RT, RF or 
RM representatives — or a Tony Moyes picture 
of a Bedford OB in Derbyshire in 1967. 


STEPHEN MORRIS 


S BUSES 
AR 2001 


RAIL PHOTOPRINTS, 8 PAULMOUNT RISE, 
TEMPLE CLOUD, BRISTOL BS39 5DT. 
£5.75 inc p&p 


This calendar is generally less historic and is 
conventionally spiral-bound with one view per 
month. There is a wide range of pictures; 
another Tony Moyes picture of a Bedford OB 
features, this time in Montgomeryshire in 1968, 
but you'll find things like a Stagecoach Modulo 
in the Lake District, a Brighton & Hove Scania, a 
Trent Delta, a Go North East Metrobus and a 
selection of preserved buses. There’s neither 
rhyme nor reason to it, which doesn’t matter at 
all, but they’re all superb photos from leading 
bus photographers including Dave McAlone, 
Kevin Lane, Tom Moore and lan Cowley. For 
me, the overall winner is John Robinson’s 
excellent night shot of a Trent Volvo Citybus 
for December. 


BRITAIN 


STEPHEN MORRIS 


BUS 2001 OLDTIMER 


VERLAG VERKEHRS-FOTOARCHIV 

JURG BIEGGER, WUHRSTRASSE 43, CH- 
8610 USTER, SWITZERLAND. 

SFR38.20 inc p&p (Eurocheque is preferred 
payment method) 


No OBs or Tony Moyes shots of anything else in 
this Swiss offering, but if the subject matter 
appeals you won't be disappointed. This 420mm 
wide by 290mm deep calendar has one sepia 
picture per month, with most space devoted to 
the bus rather than the German language 
calendar details and captions. Picture and 
reproduction quality are superb, and several of 
the pictures — of quintessentially Swiss 
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Reviews 


Saurers, Bernas and FBWs, a Mercedes-Benz 
and a Citroén dating from 1921 to 1975 — are 
set in Alpine land and townscapes with seasonal 
weather to match. Trolleybus fans should savour 
a Montreux Berna and trailer combination 
snaking its way below open balconies. 

ALAN MILLAR 


BOOKS 


GLORY DAYS — ROYAL BLUE 


COLIN MORRIS. IAN ALLAN PUBLISHING 
190MM X 245MM 96PP. £15.99 


There’s one problem with lan Allan’s Glory Days 
format. Following on from the ‘Heyday’ series 
and other similar photo albums which used 
exactly the same format, you can easily be 
misled into thinking that these are more picture 
albums that may lack substance. 

If any title disproves that image, it is this new 
book on Royal Blue. It is well illustrated, 
including 28 pages with colour illustrations (more 
are printed in colour to give sepia-effect black 
and whites), but the text is fully detailed and 
thoroughly researched. It may look like a picture 
album but here we also have a definitive history 
of this once popular operator of express 
services to Bournemouth and the West Country. 

The story itself goes back to the foundation of 
Bournemouth as a town (for such a well- 
established place Bournemouth’s history is 
remarkably recent) and if your ability to 
distinguish your Bristol L6As from your L6Bs is 
more keen than that for landaus and barouches, 
you may well learn something from it. If you 
think coaches should be powered by diesel 
rather than oats, the later history is just as well 
documented and illustrated, with colour pictures 
going back to a 1958 view of an L6A at Victoria 
and a particularly appealing shot of an LS 
underneath the trolleybus wires at Bournemouth. 
It also uses documents, handbills and tickets as 
illustration which gives the whole thing a little 
more life. 

The book explains how Royal Blue went from 
being a Bournemouth operator to one based in 
Exeter, how it managed to continue during the 
war when coach operations were suspended 
and comes right up to the end of Royal Blue 
which the author ascribes to 1994. 

STEPHEN MORRIS 


ON 
[SPORT IN THE 1950s 


MICHAEL H. C. BAKER. IAN ALLAN 
PUBLISHING 190MM X 245MM 96PP. 
£15.99 


Michael Baker writes well and this book gives a 
potted history of London Transport from the 
1930s into the 1960s. Its pictorial content 
includes Underground trains, buses, Green 
Lines, trams and trolleybuses. 


The author must be a secret trolleybus fanatic 
since trolleys fare particularly well, occupying no 
fewer than 21 of the 48 full-colour pages. Two of 
the pictures are absolute gems, a night shot 
taken at Hounslow shortly before the system 
finally closed, and a 1938 view of two short 
trolleybuses with silver roofs at the Woolwich 


GLORY DAYS EO) 


Most books reviewed in Buses are available or may 
be ordered through the lan Allan Bookshops at: 


45/46 Lower Marsh, Waterloo, London, SE1 7SG 
(phone 0207 401 2100); 

5 Piccadilly Station Approach, Manchester, M1 2GH 
(phone 0161 237 9840); 

47 Stephenson Street, Birmingham, B2 4DH 
(phone 0121 643 2496) 


terminus. Behind them is a gritty industrial 
background and in the foreground a typical LT 
bus shelter of that time complete with two large 
bullseyes on its roof. 


Trams also do well in colour, with pictures 
including the famous Dog Kennel Hill with its 
four tracks, and a much seedier-looking 
Greenwich than tourists see today. 


On the other hand, there are only four colour 
pictures of London’s standard double-deckers of 
the 1950s, the 6,000-plus RT and RTL family 
and while we are nit picking, a black-and-white 
shot purports to show four new RLHs (lowheight 
provincial-style AEC Regents with Weymann 
bodies) awaiting delivery, but was actually taken 
after withdrawal in London when they were 
awaiting delivery to the docks for export in the 
1970s. 

But don’t be put off. If you want to see London 
as it used to be, with a fascinating mix of buses 
and policemen on points duty, or the last 1920s 
NS to survive in the service vehicle fleet, then 
this is the book for you. 

JOHN ALDRIDGE 


BUS INDUSTRY CHRONICLE 
— US AND CANADIAN 


EXPERIENCES 


WILLIAM A. LUKE. 2627 WEST 
PROVIDENCE, SPOKANE, WA 99205-2372, 
USA 270MM X 225MM 128PP. 

US$37 (SOFTBOUND), US$42 (LIMITED 
EDITION HARDBOUND) inc. p&p. 


Authoritative histories of the North American bus 
industry are fewer and farther between than 
their equivalents on this side of the Atlantic, so 
Bill Luke has done a major service by 
endeavouring to cover the story of the rise and 
subsequent development of the bus and coach 
from 1902 to 1999. 


Such a large topic demands a more sweeping 
treatment than if he homed in just on one or two 
operators, manufacturers or market sectors, but 
his knowledge — Luke founded and for many 
years edited the US’s respected Bus Ride 
magazine — and accessible writing style mean 
you gain a good insight into the North American 
scene. There are 226 photographs, not only of 
vehicles themselves but of some of the many 
personalities (a goodly number of them known 
personally to the author) who have helped 
shape an industry in which British operators and 
manufacturers are now beginning to take an 
intimate interest. 


ALAN MILLAR 


VIDEOS 


1ST TAKE, 77 CHEDWORTH, YATE, BRISTOL, 
BS37 8RZ. APPROX. 59 MINUTES. £12.95 


Last time we reviewed a video combining the 
narration of Peter Davey and the production 
skills of 1st Take (with Bristol as its theme) we 
were disappointed and felt the highly 
knowledgeable Mr Davey deserved better. 

I’m delighted to say he has received that better 
treatment this time. The professionally-filmed 
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should be, to good effect, 
and the Albion radiator, 
with its sharp-edged 
bonnet, looks well and 
even has the small Albion 
oil engine badge, picked 
out in red. This is set off 
by revised mudguards to 
the correct shape for 

the Valiant. 


Tiny rear-view mirrors 
are supplied and look 
perfect when fitted and 
secured in place — but be § 
careful how you handle 
them. | managed to snap 
one while carefully trying 
to remove it from its 
packaging ‘tree’ and just 
the slightest touch once 
fitted will snap them. 


The front wheels incorrectly have AEC-style 
wheelnut guard rings. Otherwise, full marks and 
a worthy addition to your 1/50th scale collection. 


JOHN G. LIDSTONE 


shots (two cameramen are credited with the 
work), the sound quality and editing are to a 
good standard. It benefits, too, from being built 
around a tour of Bath aboard one of 
Martin Curtis’s Bath Bus Company Bristol VR 
open-toppers (there’s an interview with the 
proprietor), with a good mix of tourist and 
transport information — including a superb piece 
of home movie of the city’s tram service shortly 
before it closed in the 1930s. The video music 
succeeds in not being intrusive and, despite the 
free advertising for Bath Bus Company, the 
video is generous in showing the other tour 
buses (and service buses) at work, including 
Badgerline’s Guide Friday-liveried Bristol K. 
ALAN MILLAR 


NOVA PRODUCTIONS, 11A WINHOLME, 
ARMTHORPE, DONCASTER, DN3 3AF. 
APPROX. 59 MINUTES. £13.99 


Keith Beeden has been shooting transport ciné 
film since the 1950s and this selection, with 
added apparently authentic additional sound 
effects, spans the years from around 1960 to the 
late-1980s. There’s a Sheffield bias, as that’s his 
home town, but footage — of buses and trams 
mainly — stretches from Aberdeen to London 
with Crich (sadly mis-spelt with an extraneous ‘t’ 
on a subtitle), Blackpool, Edinburgh and Leyland 
featuring in between. 


There’s much to praise in its mixed content, 
not least that the commentary is about the 
vehicles you see on the screen at that time, 
something too many less well produced 
compilations fail to achieve. But Mr Beeden’s 
commentary has something of a homespun 
quality to it, often hesitant and sometimes less 
than distinct — something brought home when 
comparing it to Peter Davey’s clear delivery in 
the Bath video: mentioned above. | found myself 
dearly wishing Nova had allowed him the 
opportunities for retakes of parts where sharper 
delivery would have helped — and that it could 
have avoided significant little errors such as 
announcing the appearance of London 
Transport T492, only for it to hove into full view 
of the camera as T792. Similarly, ex-Lisbon 
AECs are described as coming from Oporto, a 
London postwar STL is allegedly a Regent III 
and Northern Scottish’s Volvo B57 is described 
as a prototype front-engined Dennis. 

These, I’m sure, are the exceptions to a 
generally faithfully told series of stories. They’re 
allowances you may be prepared to make when 
you weigh them up against the opportunity to 
see some long forgotten street, rally and 
museum scenes of buses, trams and support 
vehicles in motion. 


The release of several variants of this casting 
gives us the opportunity to look at it again ina 
little more detail than when we first examined it 
for the May issue. So far, all of the releases 
have been of municipal open staircase versions, 
but a closed staircase Ribble model is expected 
around December. 


I’ve seen the Birkenhead, Sheffield and 
Glasgow models and expect to have seen the 
bright green Lincoln one by the time you read 
this. Overall, their finish and attention to detail 
remains impressive, but | 
do understand why some 
collectors feel EFE’s 
practice of painting the 
rear bulkhead window 
silver rather than glazing 
it doesn’t quite look right 
on an open staircase bus 
where this feature is 
more prominent. It’s an 
odd thing to do, given 
that every other window 
(some of them equally 
awkward to reach) is 
glazed. 


I’m fairly sure that the 
Glasgow version should 


ALAN MILLAR 


This is the first Albion psv modelled in 1/50th 
scale, reviving the handsome Duple halfcab 
coach casting, but with several new detail 
improvements. 

Featured is the Albion Vehicle Preservation 
Trust’s Albion Valiant FVA 854 — in Western 
SMT cream and red as it is now in real life, even 
if it never was in its working life with Hutchison 
of Overtown and Carmichael of Glenboig. New 
features are a superb photo-etched windscreen 
wiper, proud of the screen and looking just right 
and so much better than raised glazing painted 
black or silver. 


All bodywork trim is picked out in silver as it 
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Below & above: 

The model and the real thing. Save for the positioning of 
the starting handle, it’s hard to spot any material 
difference between Corgi’s model of FVA 854 and the 
coach itself on the A7O in south Ayrshire. 

JOHN G. LIDSTONE/IAIN MacGREGOR 


have maroon, rather than orange staircase 
treads and don’t think the orange interior edging 
should be visible on the green upper offside 
panels towards the top of the stairs, but these 
are relative niggles. The dark orange is a good 
match for that on contemporary preserved 
trams, just as Corgi’s lighter orange on its 
Glasgow utility Daimler matches surviving buses 
of its age. 

ALAN MILLAR 


Below: 
Rear view of EFE’s Glasgow TD1, showing the 
painted bulkhead window and orange staircase. 
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BUSES RESTORED 2000 

NARTM ISBN: 0711027471 235mmx 172mm PB 128pp £12.99 

A priceless guide to the locations of preserved vehicles across the country, compiled in 
conjunction with the National Association of Road Transport Museums, and published for the 
first time this year. 


BUS SCENE IN COLOUR: LONDON 
BUSES 2000 

Geoff Rixon ISBN: 0711027633 184mm x 240mm ‘i e 
HB 80pp £14.99 

A colourful portrait of the contemporary bus scene in 
London — featuring everything from the familiar 
Routemasters to the new low-floor single and double-deck 
types, including newly-franchised routes and liveries. 


IAN ALLAN TRANSPORT LIBRARY 


Dy CLI RPTICERC 

DRI TISI HB ‘ BL obo IAN ALLAN TRANSPORT LIBRARY: 
BRITISH BUSES SINCE 1900 

John Aldridge & Stephen Morris ISBN: 071102703X 235mm x 172mm HB 272pp 
£19.99 

First published as a two-volume history — British Buses before |945 and British Buses since 1945 — this 
value-for-money combined volume brings the story up-to-date. A hundred years of bus history for 
less than £20. 


LONDON COUNTRY BUSES: A COLOUR LONDON rt ad 


PORTFOLIO 
Michael H.C. Baker ISBN: 0711027307 184mm x gies 


240mm HB 80pp £14.99 

Drawing on the collections of many well-known and highly 
regarded photographers, Michael Baker presents a second 
remarkable portfolio of colour images recalling the 
Country Area operations in the period from the early 
1960s through to the mid-1970s. 


BUSES YEARBOOK 2001 

Edited by Stewart J. Brown ISBN: 0711027242 235mm x 172mm HB 128pp £13.99 
As ever, crammed with entertaining and informative articles and stunning photographs. Among this 
year’s offerings are a portrait of Bedford, accounts of bus operations in Southampton, Manchester 
and the Orkney Islands, and plenty more. 


Order via post, fax or e-mail from: 
IAN ALLAN PUBLISHING MAIL ORDER DEPT (BX), MIDLAND COUNTIES PUBLICATIONS, UNIT 3 MAIZEFIELD, 
HINCKLEY FIELDS, HINCKLEY, LEICS LEIO lYF - CREDIT CARD ORDERS WELCOME ANYTIME - DAY OR NIGHT 
Payment:Visa/Mastercard/Eurocard/Connect/Switch charge cards: Post Giro 450 6154; Eurocheque (max £700); Sterling cheques (drawn on a UK bank), made 


payable to lan Allan Publishing; British Postal Orders. Orders are sent surface mail - airmail despatch b arrangement. Please allow 28 days for delivery. P&P - please 
for £150+ orders 


add 10% (min £1.50, max £3.00), orders over £40 are post free. Overseas - please add 15% (min £2.00); 10% 
FOR MORE INFORMATION ON CURRENT AND BACKLIST TITLES, Sa 


VISIT THE IAN ALLAN PUBLISHING WEBSITE lane lan 
www.ianallanpub.co.uk ce Allan 


the best tr bus: publishing 


GLORY DAYS: GREEN LINE 

Kevin McCormack ISBN: 0711027382 184mm x 240mm HB 96pp £15.99 
A colourful tribute to Green Line from its origins in the late 1920s through to the mid- 
1980s. Serving much of the Home Counties, Green Line this year celebrated its 70th 
anniversary. 


b Kevin MeCarmaik 


GLORY DAYS: ROYAL BLUE 

Colin Morris ISBN: 0711027277 184mm x 240mm HB 96pp £15.99 
Colin Morris recalls the fascinating story of one of the greatest names in British road 
transport history, that of Royal Blue and its antecedents. Beautifully illustrated in both 
colour and black and white. 


GLORY DAYS: FODEN 

Barry S. Watson ISBN: 0711027331 184mm x 240mm HB 96pp £15.99 

The history of Foden from its origins in the late nineteenth century through to its take-over 
by Paccar in 1980. While the book concentrates mostly on commercial vehicle production, 
the company’s interests in bus production are also examined. Great photographs, both in 
colour and black and white. 


GLORY DAYS: LONDON TRANSPORT IN THE 1950s 

Michael H.C. Baker ISBN: 0711026882 184mm x 240mm HB 96pp £15.99 
The 1950s — years of dramatic change for London Transport. Shamelessly nostalgic, 
beautifully illustrated, and worthy of the man who has penned many satisfying and best- 
selling titles for lan Allan Publishing. 
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THE DISAPPE 
— 


Most of Arriva’s 
surviving Leyland 
Fleetlines are in 


The big groups’ pledge to reduce the average age of 
their fleets to eight years is fast removing familiar types 
of buses from Britain’s roads. ALAN MILLAR reviews 
how far each of the Big Three has got. 


ritain’s largest bus operators have 
Beers: the government that they 


will reduce the average age of their 


fleets to eight years as part of their bargain a 
to invest in a 10-year plan that’s meant to bodied 4312 (MTV 


312W) of 1981 
was still running in 
British Bus’s City 
Rider livery in 
August 1999 
ALAN MILLAR 


increase bus ridership by 10% and reduce 
traffic congestion by 5% by 2010. 

In a deregulated environment, investment 
in new tackle is one of the few areas in 
which the government can be seen to be 
intervening on behalf of the passenger. It’s 
also quite a painless way for it to appear to 
be making waves, for there is no direct call 
on the government's own funds and the 
target isn’t particularly hard to strike as most = 
mainstream operators have been investing 
heavily in new buses for some time. On the 
other hand, the reminder of the eight-year 
minimum average age has come as the 
groups have begun to ease back on new 
vehicle investment. 

Regular readers require little reminding 
that bus purchasing has been on a 
rollercoaster ride over the past 20 years. 
The New Bus Grant scheme which 
funded up to 50% of the capital cost 
of local service buses (and modified 2; EF | 3 
coach for these routes) in the 1970s ey/ 4 : f a 
whiners iz ~~  @ ; j “<5 


7 atte C burch im my | 


ee 
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The subsequent slump was prolonged by 
the uncertainty over deregulation in 1986, 
the temporary enthusiasm for large fleets of 
mass-produced minibuses, the ensuing 
reality of newly-privatised operators lacking 
the funds needed to renew their fleets — 
and an economic slump in 1990/91. Added 
to all that, several of the passenger transport 
executives reduced their fleets in 1986, 
flooding the secondhand market with surplus 
mid-life buses. 

By the time the emerging large groups 
started to invest again in large numbers of 
new buses from around the beginning of 
1992, they had a mountain to climb. A 
mountain with the steepness of the Eiger. 
The national bus fleet was alarmingly old — 
the average age was well over 10 years — 
and would require massive investment to 
replace. 


A controversial topic 

As this month’s ‘You Write’ section shows, 
fleet replacement is an issue that divides 
Buses readers. The sentimentalist in most of 
us regrets the passing of familiar types and 
wants to cling on to the opportunity to see 
and ride in vehicles which may have 
fostered our interest in buses. The realist in 
us also recognises — more than politicians 
do — that new buses are not the sole 
answer to the industry’s woes, that older 
vehicles are often more fuel efficient if also 
more prone to emitting the wrong sorts of 
smoke than their new generation 
replacements — and that the economics of 
some marginal routes may not stand up to 
the depreciation costs of a new bus. 

That said, there is no avoiding the other 
side of the argument. Fuel costs apart — 
and fuel is currently a huge cause of 
concern to the industry — new buses are 
generally considered to be cheaper to 
operate than the buses they replace. 
Operators also say new buses lead to 
increased ridership. Some of that effect 
comes from low-floor buses making services 
more attractive to groups like parents with 
baby buggies. But there is a public 


So how are the operators progressing in 
their quest to update their fleets? Or put 
more starkly, who’s got the most Bristol VRs, 
Leyland Atlanteans or Leyland Nationals? 
The government's target appears to have 
prompted the biggest groups to highlight the 
age of their fleets when they publish their 
financial results — if only to explain to 
shareholders where some of the profits are 
being invested. FirstGroup says the average 
age of its fleet is eight years and that it will 
invest to maintain that figure, Arriva says its 
non-London fleet is 7.5 years old and that 
it’s aiming for a seven-year average, while 
Stagecoach — which began large scale fleet 
renewal earlier than the others — claims a 
6.7-year average. 

By excluding London from its figure, Arriva 
has spared itself the Routemaster effect, but 
these ironically popular veterans’ age has 
only a minimal effect on the average age of 
any of those big groups’ fleets. Arriva has 36 
RMs dating from 1959 to 1965, two 1962 
RMCs and 145 RMLs dating from 1961 and 
1965 to 1968 (33 from 1965 and 66 from 
1966) in a national fleet of around 7,300 
buses, so they account for only about 2.5% 
of the total. The Routemaster plays no 
significant part in FirstGroup’s higher 
average fleet age as it has but 48 RMLs ina 
national fleet of around 9,800 (0.5%). 
Stagecoach has five RMs, three RMCs and 
64 RMLs in its fleet of around 7,500 
(approximately 1%). Yes, these buses will be 
a lot older before they are withdrawn and, 
yes, they may be joined by other 40-year-old 
RMs currently being amassed by London 
Buses. Their more lasting effect could be in 
the longer term future if a new RM-like 
London bus is commissioned and it 
cascades today’s Dennis Tridents, Volvo 
B7TLs and DAF DB250s into regional fleets. 

Those average ages owe much more to 
the level of investment made by the wide 
range of companies taken over by the big 
groups over the past 10 years and to the 
investment priorities of the groups today. 
Arriva’s figures are distorted by its 
acquisition of MTL Services earlier this year 


More FirstGroup Leyland 
Atlanteans are in West and 


"| else. First Huddersfield 6443 
+} (ORJ 383W) of 1980, a 
1 Northern Counties-bodied 
| AN68A/1R. was transferred 
from Manchester in 1997 
STEVE KELLY 


and by the pace at which Liverpool's oldest 
double-deckers are being replaced. 


FirstGroup’s approach — unique among 
the largest groups — of specifying a higher 
standard of bus interior to try and attract 
more users on to its busiest services — may 
mean that its money buys fewer actual 
vehicles, especially for subsidiaries 
generating lower profits or for those which 
bucked the trends of the early to mid-1980s 
by ordering large numbers of new buses. 
This may also help explain FirstGroup’s 
enthusiasm for buying cheaper American 
school buses. 

The figures that follow are as near as you 
can get to reality. They come from a 
combination of John Lidstone and 
Sandy Macdonald’s monthly Fleet 
News reports in Buses, this year’s Bus 
Handbooks from British Bus Publishing and 
reports from three of the most authoritative 
enthusiast societies in the land — the 
PSV Circle, the London Omnibus Traction 
Society and the Southdown Enthusiasts’ 
Club. By the time you read this, some of the 
older buses will have disappeared, but the 
overall picture shows where most of the 
older and unusual types continue to operate 
and where the following generation of older 
types — the vehicles which will fall victim to 
the next round of fleet renewal — is 
concentrated today. 


Atlanteans, Fleetlines and VRTs 
These three types together account for 
around 1.8% of Arriva’s national fleet, 5.6% 
of FirstGroup’s and 1.3% of Stagecoach’s. 


The Fleetline’s presence at all in any 
of the big group’s fleets may seem 
surprising when it ceased to be built in 
1980 and these survivors are very much 
the stragglers of once large batches. 
Eleven of Arriva’s are V and W-registered 
(suffixes, not prefixes) inherited with the 
municipal fleet in Derby. The others are an 
open-top ex-Southend bus with Arriva 
Cymru and the last ex-Greater Manchester 
example with Northumbria. 


perception — reinforced by people's intimate sue LasT FIRST GENERATION REAR-ENGINED DOUBLE-DECKERS 


knowledge of the age-based vehicle 
registration system — that buses are old 
and not as environmentally attractive as 
public transport is supposed to be. 
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Arriva FirstGrou Stagecoach 
Leyland Atlantean 95 Silt 32 
Leyland/Daimler Fleetline 13 25) 16 
Bristol VRT 24 212 48 


North Yorkshire than anywhere 


Thirteen of Stagecoach’s are with Transit 
and were new either to Cleveland Transit or 
Tyne & Wear PTE; the other three are with 
East Midland — two open-top ex-Grimsby 
Cleethorpes models new in 1973 and 1976 
and a slightly newer ex-Busways (originally 
Tyne & Wear) machine. Most of FirstGroup’s 
are with Calderline in Halifax, but we believe 
there may still be two with First Manchester. 


The VRT was last built in 1981 and 
virtually all the survivors reached the big 
groups from former National Bus Company 
fleets which were by far its biggest 
customer. Arriva’s few survivors are spread 
in fairly equal-sized pockets, at its 
Northumbria, Cymru and the Shires & Essex 
fleets; four of Cymru’s seven are open-top. 
Stagecoach’s are similarly spread around a 
few more pockets with the Western, 
Cumberland, Ribble, United Counties, 
Cheltenham & Gloucester, Devon, East Kent 
and South fleets; 10 at Western, 
Cumberland and Devon are open-top. 


FirstGroup’s also are in pockets, but in 
much larger concentrations, 16 with PMT 
which has been repainting some for 
continued service, 46 with Eastern Counties, 
12 with Eastern National/Thamesway, 31 
(including six open-top) with Provincial, 17 
(including nine open-top) with 
Bristol/Southern National and 88 with 
Western National/Red Bus. FirstGroup’s 
collection includes four pre-1975 Series 2 
models, one of which — Red Bus 1300 — 
we understand has been taken out of 
regular service on instructions from 
FirstGroup headquarters in Aberdeen which 
was alerted to its existence by our 
photograph of it in August ‘Pictureview’. 

The larger number of Atlanteans can be 
put down largely to the model remaining in 
production until 1984 and to three of its PTE 
customers — Merseyside, Greater 
Manchester and West Yorkshire — 
continuing to buy it almost to the end. All but 
one of Arriva’s came from MTL North, which 
inherited Merseyside’s bus fleet and plans 
are well in hand for all of them to have gone 
by the end of the year; as noted in this 
month’s ‘Fleet News’, three have moved to 
Arriva Cymru, but probably not on a long- 
term basis. The only other is Colchester’s 
open-topper. 

Stagecoach’s small fleet includes 
11 ex-MTL buses which Cumberland 
acquired with Heysham Travel this year and 
they, too, are likely to go soon. Otherwise, 
Stagecoach has a 1961 open-top PDR1/1 
with Fife, 12 ex-Busways AN68s with 
Transit, seven with Ribble (mostly ex- 
municipal) and one late model ex-Lancaster 
bus with Cheltenham & Gloucester. 


Arriva Colchester 3308 (NIW 6508), a Gardner-engined 
Greenway created in 1993 from a 1974 London Country 
Leyland National, has recently been withdrawn. 
Colchester falls within Arriva’s the Shires & Essex group 
which still has 16 Nationals. 

MARK BAILEY 
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THE OLDER LEYLAND SINGLE-DECKERS 


Arriva FirstGrou Stagecoach 
Leyland National 112 105 58 
Leopard 16 32 40 
Tiger 123 250 Ue 


FirstGroup’s largest Atlantean fleets are 
Yorkshire (141 in Leeds, Huddersfield and 
York), Manchester (97 including four with 
First Pennine), Southampton (32) and 
Aberdeen (32). There are smaller pockets 
with First Edinburgh, Cymru and Red Bus. 


Nationals, Leopards and Tigers 
These types account for approximately 5.2% 
of Arriva’s fleet, 3.9% of FirstGroup’s and 
2.3% of Stagecoach’s. 

The integral rear-engined Leyland National 
was NBC’s standard single-decker and also 
was bought new by all of the PTE fleets. 
The last were new in 1985, but the survivors 
include a mixture of the original version built 
until 1979, the National 2 that followed it and 
refurbished Greenway versions which East 
Lancs converted in the early-1990s to 
extend the lives of their strong body 
structures. Most Greenways were built for 
British Bus which was subsequently taken 
over by Arriva; many of the original versions 
have had their Leyland 510 engines 
replaced by Volvo, DAF and Gardner units. 

Forty-five of Arriva’s survivors are 
National 2s acquired from MTL; its other 
larger concentrations are with Fox County 
(24, 23 of them Greenways) and the Shires 
& Essex (16, 15 of them Greenways). The 
others are in small pockets with Scotland 
West, North East, North West, Midlands 
North and Southern Counties. 

FirstGroup’s main concentrations are with 
Provincial (which ran a large fleet of them in 
the early 1990s), Eastern Counties, 
Southern National, Yorkshire and Western 
National/Red Bus, with odd vehicles running 
for First Edinburgh, Midland Red and 
Eastern National/Thamesway. Stagecoach’s 
are spread fairly evenly around its Western, 
Cumberland, Ribble, East Midland, 


Midland Red, Capital, Cheltenham & 
Gloucester, Devon, East Kent and 
South fleets. 

The last mid-engined Leopards were 
supplied in 1982. It was NBC’s standard 
coach (including Bus Grant versions 
cascaded on to local services) and 
throughout the 1970s was the Scottish Bus 
Group’s standard bus at a time when it 
bought few Leyland Nationals. The SBG 
connection explains its presence in both the 
Arriva and Stagecoach fleets; 10 of Arriva’s 
are with Scotland West (the others with 
North East), while 20 of Stagecoach’s are 
with Western (which had several refurbished 
shortly before Stagecoach bought the 
company), seven with Bluebird and five with 
Fife. Stagecoach’s others are with 
Cumberland and East Midland, the latter 
having four that were rebodied in the mid- 
1980s. FirstGroup’s Leopards are with First 
Edinburgh, York, PMT, Midland Red, Cymru, 
Southern National and Western National. 

SBG and NBC also bought the Tiger which 
succeeded the Leopard and remained in 
production until 1990/91. Arriva’s main 
concentrations are with Midlands North (64, 
including late model buses built for 
Shearings), the Shires & Essex and North 
East/Northumbria; smaller groups are with 
Cymru, Fox County and Southern Counties. 
FirstGroup owes its biggest Tiger 
concentrations to SBG, with 94 at First 
Edinburgh, 44 at Glasgow, but there also are 
batches of 22 to 29 at Cymru, Southern 
National/Bristol and Western National, plus 
smaller groups with Yorkshire, Mainline, 
Manchester (more ex-Shearings buses), 
PMT, Midland Red and Eastern Counties. 


After these older types, the groups are 
cascading and, in some instances, 
withdrawing their next generations of 
double-deckers and single-deckers. 


Modernisation is cascading large numbers Within these totals, Arriva has 335 first from the maior fleets in the next few months 
of 1978-85 MCW Metrobuses and Leyland registered before August 1988 and therefore or indeed years, as FirstGroup has nearly 
Titans out of London, with some finding their now at least 12 years old, FirstGroup has 1,000 before you even consider its 


way to regional fleets. Only Stagecoach and 493 and Stagecoach has 470. Dominators, Metrobuses and older 
Arriva have Titans, and Arriva’s all were As the last Atlanteans, Fleetlines, VRTs, minibuses, these are the next old types to 
inherited with MTL — with the same Nationals, Leopards and Tigers disappear savour as they enter their twilight years. 


expectation that they will be out of its 
ownership by the end of the year. Following 
a major cull in April/May, just 99 are left with 
Arriva Merseyside and 73 of these are at 
Gilmoss, the depot it must sell to satisfy the 
Office of Fair Trading. 

Stagecoach still has around 180 in London 
(including some of the oldest Park Royal- 
bodied examples kept either out of 
sentiment, because they had undergone 
heavy overhauls or because regional 
companies would hardly like their VRTs, 
Atlanteans and Fleetlines to be replaced by 
older buses), although these are likely to 
have been ousted by new Tridents by the 
end of 2001. Around 220 have been 
cascaded into the regions, with 108 in 
Scotland, 35 with East Kent/South 
companies, the others with Transit, United 
Counties, Cheltenham & Gloucester, Red & 
White and Devon. The oldest cascaded 
Titans are also being withdrawn fairly swiftly. 


Metrobuses and Dominators 
FirstGroup, by contrast with its regional 
fleets, has only around 60 Metrobuses in 
London, including 15 First Capital buses 
delivered in 1988. Outside London, its fleets 
run around 300, most bought new by SBG, 
West and South Yorkshire, Greater 
Manchester and Strathclyde PTEs and 
concentrated in its Edinburgh, Glasgow, 
Yorkshire, Mainline, Manchester (the biggest 
group, of 90) and Northampton fleets. It has 
cascaded others out of London and smaller 
Metrobus fleets are in the Southampton, 
Cymru and Western National companies. 
Arriva still has about 320 Metrobuses in 
London, with a further 150 (mostly ex- 
London) in the regional fleets which have 
used them to replace VRTs; 28 newer 
examples were inherited with MTL. 
Stagecoach has no more than 15, a fast- 
disappearing fleet at East Kent which bought 
them in the late-1980s and the last six of its 
ex-Manchester examples now doing school 
contracts for Ribble’s Burnley & Pendle fleet. 


Of the same generation are Dennis 
Dominators (23 with Arriva, 266 with 
FirstGroup which inherited the large Mainline 
fleet, together with significant concentrations 
with Leicester and Capital and 74 with 
Stagecoach), Volvo Ailsas (98 with First 
Edinburgh and Glasgow, nine with Arriva 
Derby), Volvo Citybuses (127 with Arriva, Above right: 

170 with FirstGroup and 67 with By our reckoning, First Mainline still has 178 Dennis Dominators in passenger service, but is replacing 
Stagecoach) and Leyland Lynx single- some of them with Olympians transferred from Bradford. Most, like 2170 (NKU 170x) of 1981 seen at 
deckers (206 with Arriva, 205 with Herdings terminus last summer, have Alexander RH bodies and Rolls-Royce engines. 


Top: 

Stagecoach Western has the 
largest fleet of Leyland 
Leopards in any of the big 
three groups. (682 9GSO 82V) 
was new to Northern Scottish 
in 1980 and reached Western 
from Fife in 1996. It was 
photographed in Lockerbie in 
March this year. 

DAVE McALONE 


Above left: 

There are more Leyland Tigers 
with First Edinburgh than in all 
of Stagecoach. Plaxton 

|| Paramount 3200-bodied 337 

| (WSV 137) of 1985 shows off 
the company’s current livery. 
THOMAS BRYCELAND 


FirstGroup and 78 with Stagecoach). salah 
And, of course, there are Leyland (as Above: 
opposed to Volvo) Olympians. Arriva has Arriva has refurbished and cascaded many of its ex-London Buses Metrobuses fo regional fleets. One that 


776, FirstGroup has 723 and Stagecoach has travelled far less than others is Arriva Croydon & North Surrey 378 (GYE 378W) of 1980, seen in 
another 761 Kingston in April this year. Arriva also has open-top Metrobuses in its London sightseeing fleet. 
; MARK LYONS 
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‘CAN DO" 


HARRY BARKER, the Omnibus Society's national treasurer and an employee 
of a highly successful financial institution, argues that the bus industry needs 


e have all seen 
what happens 
when a 
substantial company loses 
market share. Just look in 
the High Street at 
Marks & Spencer or C&A and 
you see how Joe and Joanna 
Public decide the futures of 
major concerns. 

This ruthless marketplace, 
whether for clothing, food or any 
other available commodity or 
service, is a constantly shifting 
arena, with retailers playing a 
game best compared to snakes and 
ladders — where the snakes are always 
easier to find and customers demand ever 
higher standards of service. Having bought 
most of the new gadgets and gizmos they 
need, people’s greater income is now 
being spent on quality, improving the 
gadget that went before. Virtually all major 
retailers — and let’s realise that the bus 
industry is a retailer trying to sell journeys 
to walkers, cyclists, car drivers and railway 
passengers as well as its existing clientele 
— have well-developed marketing 
strategies in place, backed up with proven 
techniques which themselves are being 
improved constantly. 


Marketing and selling is a whole industry; 
according to Cardiff Business School, the 
car industry — the bus’s principal 
competitor — has 558,000 forward-of- 
production jobs in marketing, selling, 
insurance, finance and servicing. Compare 
that with around 300,000 in parts and 
vehicle manufacturing. 

Every one of those 558,000 employees’ 
jobs depends on them being able to retain 
and increase market share, not just against 
each other, but against other means of 
transport including the bus. Their day-to- 
day policies are shaped almost entirely by 
their performance and regular monthly, if 
not weekly or daily sales meetings 
are held. 

All slight variations in performance are 
logged and analysed, torn to shreds to find 
out why there has been a reduction. They 
seek immediate answers to questions of 


whether the product, 
the sales staff or the 
delivery is to blame 

and take immediate 

remedial action. 

So where does the 
bus industry fit into this 
sales-oriented picture? 
| fear it doesn’t even 
start to appear on the 
pitch and | don’t think 
many managements 
within the industry 
would recognise what 
I’m about to say as 
being apparent in their 
groups or companies. Yet this is what the 
opposition is up to in its bid to destroy 
them, and what | see is an industry lying 
on its back, feet in the air, gasping for 
breath and not having a clue what to do 
next. It is time for it to fight back with self 
belief, belief in its staff and the adoption of 
a ‘can do’ attitude. 


Where do you start? There are two key 
areas: the product must be right and so 
should its delivery, with this latter aspect 
covering timekeeping, cleanliness, 
politeness and information. 

As much has been written in Buses in 
recent months about the product, | feel it’s 
more important to dwell on the delivery 
side. The product isn’t right. The buses 
themselves and the routes and frequencies 
— the continual changing of times, 
tinkering with routes, liveries and route 


to embrace the techniques of modern marketing with a vigour not seen 
before. He also believes that bus drivers deserve more respect and better 
incentives to deliver a good service 


numbers all serve notice of instability, 
thereby destroying that most important 
ingredient of the repetitive captive 
customer who spends more with you than 
anybody else. But delivery is even 

more important. 

| have been saddened to read letters in 
Buses from drivers who have simply 
walked out of the industry because of low 
morale and appalling conditions. My 30- 
odd years of handling staff — by no means 
all easy going — has convinced me that 
nobody sets out deliberately to be rude or 
break the rules, run late or drive erratically. 
The fact that some do is a symptom of 
feeling devalued and being part of a losing 
team. It’s almost a cry for attention. 

That is a result of a lack of 
communication in both directions. If you try 
to solve a staff problem without getting to 
the root of it and taking considered action, 
it will possibly fester and never be cured. 
Would absenteeism be as high if staff felt 
valued and got job satisfaction? 


Incentivisation — yes, | agree, it’s a 
horrible word — is alive and well and it is 
known that staff respond positively to 
financial rewards for achieving targets or 
implementing policies of management. It is 
standard practice with sales staff and can 
vary from straight cash to credit card points 
or a holiday. Bus drivers could be 
incentivised to produce the goods and 
penalised if they do not. 

That is why, for example, the freight 
industry has telephone hotlines — many of 
us have seen the ‘How’s my driving? 
Phone XXXXxX’ on the rears of trucks and 
vans. That industry wants to improve its 
image by discouraging the temptation to 
drive badly. So what is stopping the bus 
industry from adopting something similar? 
A sign inside every bus would suffice. 
Drivers with a plus point would receive a 
financial reward (annually to encourage 
them to stay) and this could be cancelled 
out by a minus point (i.e. a complaint). 

| can hear the ‘can’t do’ voices saying it 
would be too expensive and that it wouldn’t 
work. Of course, there would have to be 
safeguards against the dutiful wife ringing 
up every 10 minutes and both jetting off to 
a sunny holiday at a false expense, but 
these well-known tricks can be picked up. 


The reward has to be meaningful, say 
£25 tax paid for every net plus point 
(perhaps some shares or share options in 
the group if it’s a larger one), with a £2,000 
annual upper limit. Staff above the limit 
could compete for a top prize of, say, a 
holiday for the driver with the most credits. 
There is a whole industry of successful 
companies which specialise in running 
incentive schemes for their clients. 


Don’t lose the passengers 

you’ve already got 

Whether new customers are won by 
national or local initiatives, it is vital to 
remember that nothing is gained by 
attracting new customers while existing 
passengers disappear. Therefore, all 
marketing schemes split their market into 
two — retention and attraction. 

They do this because different skills are 
required for each. Today, much of this 
activity is undertaken by phone, simply by 
keeping in touch via call centres (there is 
no reason why the larger groups couldn't 
have one centrally situated for all their 
companies) which are divided into 
outbound areas (proactive) and 
inbound (receiving and reacting to 
customers’ calls). 

Even to get to this stage, you have to 
have data available and | suspect most of 
the industry has little data on its specific 
passengers. Compare that to 
supermarkets and their loyalty cards and 
indeed every piece of junk mail we receive. 

Yes, the ‘can’t do’ brigade will be saying 
they have no time for junk mail or 
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unsolicited phone calls, but if they’re 


The Stock Exchange expects retailers to 


handled correctly with up-to-date data, they operate such schemes to increase market 


work and the data can be organised to 
ensure the minimum annoyance and the 
maximum results, right down to knowing 
when to make a call, dialling it 
automatically and having the customer’s 
details and history on screen before the 
call is answered. 

If bus operators had details of all their 
regular users, possibly by obtaining 
information when season tickets are 
purchased, a useful database could be 
started. A week before their season ticket 
is due to expire, a polite reminder phone 
call would work wonders for customer 
loyalty; so would direct debiting and 
posting out the new ticket, as this would 
reduce the risk of a refusal to renew. 


Those same passengers could be 
encouraged to phone the driver hotline 
with observations of 
service delivery, 
while the company 
could capture the 
details of other 
people phoning in 
with their 
observations. 
Before long, the 
database would be 
large enough to 
provide real trends 
and feedback. 


Wooing new 
customers 
To attract new customers, 
operators may need to resort to 
the proven marketing tool of the 
loss leader, like offering a supply 
of free bus tickets for a specific 
route; this could be tied in with 
local newspaper advertising and a 
concentrated marketing push for 
that service, coupled with a clear 
determination to develop a 
database of new users and to 
encourage them to feed back their 
experience of using the bus 
service. 

Here, it is vital that the product and its 
delivery are up to scratch. The initial offer 
could be followed up immediately by a 
succession of offers leading from a week’s 
travel at 25% of the full price though 50% 
and 75% offers until full-price season 
tickets are offered. 

These methods work elsewhere, but only 
where there is total commitment from a 
management that they can achieve their 
goals. If management believes — and tells 
others — that it won’t work and will cost 
too much, its prophesies will be self- 
fulfilling. The task is large because of the 
industry’s current lack of proactive 
techniques. 


share. Given that travelling generally is 
increasing annually, bus operators ought to 
be increasing patronage without difficulty 
— one reason why the sector was a Stock 
Exchange darling a few years ago. That 
status has been lost because they foresee 
little in the way of expansion. 

Yet the costs involved, compared to the 
additional income generated by, say, a 3, 4 
or 5% increase in ridership, would seem 
paltry. Such costs should be viewed as an 
investment, not a revenue debit, and they 
need sufficient management conviction to 
prove that the return will be available. 

Then in a few years — because this is a 
grass roots-up job — we might see a 
revival of the bus industry and a well- 
deserved realignment of its image. 

Up market. 


Every 10 minutes oF less during 
> "Furst i Edinburgh 


Opposite: 
One operator with a better-than-average approach to 


marketing is Wellglade whose Trent and Barton 
divisions now promote much of their networks as 
separately-branded routes. Optare Excel 196 
(V196 DRC) is seen leaving Derby bus station. 
TONY WILSON 


Above: 

Lothian Buses has repainted Volvo Olympian 282 
(P282 PSX) with an offside advertisement promoting its 
core network of higher frequency routes, while 
competitor First Edinburgh used an advertising trailer to 
launch its four-route Overground service in July. 
RICHARD WALTER 
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a Blazefield 


publicity — 
subsidiary he says puts the 
biggest groups to shame 


bus groups have moved to corporate 

liveries for their vehicles yet have shown 
little interest in doing the same with publicity. 
They wouldn’t leave it up to their local 
managers to paint the buses as they wished, 
so why do the same for timetables? Sadly, | 
suspect they have little interest in publicity. 


Not only does this make it difficult to tell that 
the publicity has been produced by 
subsidiaries of the same group, but the quality 
varies from excellent to awful. How can 
FirstGroup see the superb quality material that 
emanates from First Midland Red and be 
happy to allow First PMT to carry on as if it 
was still in the 1930s? How can Stagecoach 
be content to see Bluebird’s high-quality 
productions sit alongside Stagecoach 
Oxford’s? Readers will remind me that Arriva 
has a corporate policy for vehicles and 
publicity, but everything is down to a dreary 
lowest common denominator with hardly a 
system map in sight. 


I never ceases to amaze me how the big 


One of the finest 

This month’s map, however, is excellent. It 
emanates from Yorkshire Coastliner, one of the 
finest operators in the country, yet one which is 
part of a group — Blazefield — whose policy 
(apart from a common livery for Coastliner, 
Sovereign and Huntingdon & District) is to 
have virtually no other corporate appearance. 


I've never been impressed with Sovereign 
and | have had no travelling experience of 
Huntingdon & District, but the original home 
territory of Blazefield has the ‘magnificent 
three’ of Harrogate & District, Keighley & 
District and Yorkshire Coastliner. All run high- 
quality vehicles that are kept clean and have 
cheap fares, which is more than can be said 
— on all counts — for many of their 
neighbours. 

None excelled with maps until recently. | was 
impressed when Huntingdon & District started 
using timetables each with a map of the route 
and which | reviewed a few years back in 
Buses; this design subsequently was adopted 
by the Harrogate and Keighley companies. 
None showed a system map, Keighley arguing 
that it appeared on West Yorkshire PTE’s map, 
which is true except that it omits North 
Yorkshire routes. The nearest was Yorkshire 
Coastliner’s line diagram. 


Then the Harrogate company produced an 
awful system map (which | also reviewed) and 
which Keighley copied, showing the town 
centre as a useless blank box. Earlier this 
year, Harrogate remedied things with an 
excellent version, from FWT, and | hear 
Keighley is shortly to follow suit. 
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In the meantime, Yorkshire Coastliner came 
out with a different style — also from FWT — 
that suits its three-route operation from Leeds 
to Whitby, Scarborough and Bridlington with a 
common section between Leeds and Malton. 
The maps form part of its timetable and may 
be obtained by phoning 01653 692556. 


Only one major 
disappointment 

The first, diagrammatic map shows the 
routes with the frequency alongside 
each town. That is all the majority of 
operators would bother to show, but 
this map is repeated as a scale version 
in full colour showing main intersecting 
roads, rivers and relief shading. My only 
major disappointment is that while the 
North York Moors railway is shown 
(Grosmont to Pickering), national 
railways are omitted. | assume this is 
because the main bus route shares 
common end-points of Leeds and 
Scarborough, but Coastliner has proved 
there is room for both operators and, 
indeed, the bus serves intermediate places 
and feeds into the railway at Leeds, York 
and Malton. 


Where the maps excel is with their 10 blow- 
ups showing the precise routes taken by the 
services in Bridlington, Filey, Leeds, Malton, 
Pickering, Scarborough, Tadcaster, Whitby 
and York — with Malton having a second 
version for a plan of the bus station. Each 


shows all roads in white with black names, but | 


with those used by the bus services coloured 
blue. Every bus stop is shown with a red dot, 
with major stops named in red. Where stops 
have local identification (such as stop N3 in 
New Briggate, Leeds or D at York railway 
station) these are used. Clarity is first-rate. 

Museums, parks, shopping centres, rivers, 
piers and other prominent landmarks are 
shown in other colours and all railway lines 
and stations are added, from which it will be 
seen that the interchanges in Filey, Malton, 
Scarborough, Whitby and York are superb, 
with only Leeds being less convenient. 


The more | look at such a publication, the 
more | appreciate that good publicity remains 
a vital key to getting people to use buses, and 
yet this seems misunderstood by the big 


groups (and many small operators). Here we 


Malton 


have a relatively small player excelling at 
publicity and reaping the benefits, yet the link 
will remain lost on many operators in Britain for 
whom publicity appears to be seen as a drain 
on their rations. 


The Malton town map shows where services call 
within Malton bus station. 


Eden Camp 


Mal 
Py Gus Station 


p 
Malton Rall = ene, 
Station ee , 


Above: 

The area map shows the basic 
routes and is complemented 
inside the leaflet by a railway- 
like stylised map showing the 
main intermediate points and 
basic frequencies. 


Left: 

As Barry Doe points out, 
Yorkshire Coastliner’s services 
pick up next fo York railway 
station. In an evening scene 
from late-December last year, 
Volvo B10B/Wright Endurance 
452 (N452 HWY) loads en 
route from Whitby to Leeds. 
DAVE McALONE 
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We are always happy to consider the purchase of 
collections and if you have any surplus books you 
wish to sell, please write to us with a list by title, and 
author/publisher. For us to make a fair offer we also 
need to know the condition of each (eg mint, very 
good, good, fair, poor). We will usually need to see the 
books concerned, but because of our work schedules 
if you call unexpectedly we are rarely able to price 
them ‘on the spot’; far better to make an appointment, 
or we may be able to visit you. Please note also that 
we are not likely to be enthusiastic about magazines, 
and ex-library or book club editions of books. 


We provide an exceptional world-wide mail-order service. Our quick turn-round and superb packing is unrivalled. 
We stock many more titles. If you can’t see the books you want, please request one of our free illustrated catalogues. 
Visitors are welcome at our warehouse on the Hinckley Fields Estate, 9 to 5 weekdays, 9 to 1 Saturdays — access is 
via Ad (A5/A47 junction) or via Ashby Rd, A447/A47. 
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Your October editorial prompts some feedback 
from someone who both lives and uses buses 
in one of the areas affected by FirstGroup’s 
West Country cutbacks. 


| live in Liskeard (south-east Cornwall) and 
work in Plymouth. For the past five years | 
have travelled almost daily to and from work by 
public transport. We have a choice of a train or 
bus service. As the route 77 bus service runs 
nearer to my house, | started off using that 
extensively. However, the quality of service 
offered by First Western National declined so 
markedly over a period of time, in terms of 
breakdowns, late or missing journeys, that until 
the company finally withdrew from the service 
in September, | reverted almost exclusively to 
travelling by train. 


Reliability declined even more markedly after 
Western National announced the withdrawal of 
Liskeard-area services in July. Readers may be 
surprised to learn that bus drivers faced with 
redundancy found alternative employment 
rather than wait for the company to make them 
redundant. As a result, complete service 77 
journeys were just abandoned as the company 
did not have enough drivers to cover them. The 
knock-on effect of all this is that, whereas the 
first journey into Plymouth used to carry — on 
occasions — eight people from Liskeard alone, 
picking up more on the 20-mile journey, 
passenger loadings dropped to zero. | would 
suggest that, far from 30 years of cuts helping 
foster a dependence on the private car, 
Western National achieved this very effectively 
by itself. 

However there is good news for Liskeard. 
Cornwall County Council put the surrendered 
routes out to tender. The result is not only that 
we have a new operator on both of the main 
routes surrendered by Western National, but 
they are offering an increased quality of 
service. Service 77 is now operated 
commercially by Plymouth Citybus (one of the 
few remaining municipally-owned companies) 
after it submitted a nil tender. It’s early days, 
but reliability so far has been spot-on. 

The other route has been won on tender by a 
group of former Western National drivers, 
trading as the Liskeard & District Omnibus 
Company. A similar level of service is now 
offered, but whereas Western National buses 


could range unpredictably from a 15-year-old 
L608D minibus to a four-year-old Dart, a fleet 
of three new accessible Mini Pointer Darts 
operates all journeys — so that should meet 
the Bus Summit fleet age target! 


| have no sympathy for any argument that 
FirstGroup’s purchase of Southern National 
and Red Bus caused its difficulties in this part 
of the world. You say this was a defensive 
move. | would suggest an economist would call 
it achieving a monopoly status, with all the 
expectations that a monopolist then has in 
terms of financial returns; ask Devon County 
Council how its school bus rates have 
increased. The whole problem is FirstGroup’s 
insatiable demand to achieve a country-wide, 
uniform stock market return on its activities. As 
is now witnessed in the Liskeard microcosm, 
there can still be an alternative in rural areas 
— and a good one at that — to large group 
bus provision. 


T. J. Lynch, 
Liskeard 


POPC OOOH OHHH ESSE HEESEOEEHOETOOEEOOE EOS 


It’s good to see Barry Doe widening the range 
of his critical attention to fares (Buses 
November). Unfortunately, he has apparently 
based his calculations on an arbitrary and 
unqualified assumption. Who on earth told him 
it costs ‘around £1.50 a mile’ to operate a bus? 
Over how many miles per day? Over how 
many pay-hours per day? Sorry, Barry, but 
without some justification of such a sweeping 
generalisation, your comparative tables 

are meaningless. 


| was also intrigued by the two photographs; 
low fares on an approximately 18-year-old 
Tiger easily accessible to mountaineers and 
‘high’ fares on a few-months-old Excel. | know 
what conclusions / might be tempted to draw. 


Back in 1979 | was in the process of 
introducing a fares increase and, anticipating 
the usual outcry, did a little research. We had 
on file our 1938 fare tables for identical routes 
which showed that between 1938 and 1979 
fares had increased by 1,800%. The weekly 
average wage over the same period had 
increased by 3,600%, twice as much as bus 
fares. The implications of that differential have 
to be considered when attempting to analyse 
what has happened since. 

In his final paragraph, Barry is superficially 
right, even though some operators will find it 
an unfair generalisation, but he would do well 
to remember that any business — bus 
operation included — exists to make a profit 
and for no other reason. Levels of service and 
price are matters of commercial judgment as a 
means of profit making. Comparisons are 
rarely simple to make and as a customer you 
do tend to get what you pay for. 


John T. Cash, 
Chesterfield 


COCO OHH HEHEHE HEHEHE EH HEHEHE EEHHEHEEEEOEE 


In my earlier letter (‘You Write’ October), | 
commented upon the situation in Stafford 
where the main operator, Arriva Midlands 
North, has been reviewing its service levels. 
Since then, the reality of Arriva’s intentions 
have crystallised as ‘the smart way about 
town’. 

As one example, the former Service 2 to 
Walton operated on a 30-minute frequency 
with a journey time to Stafford of 16 minutes 
and with no evening or Sunday service. 


Compared with a car journey time of eight to 10 
minutes, this was not unattractive. 


Quoting from a leaflet issued under the aegis 
of Arriva, Staffordshire County Council and 
Stafford Borough Council, it is proclaimed that 
these bodies ‘have been looking at the services 
to make sure that as many people as possible 
can benefit from frequent, reliable bus 
services’. The Service 2 now gyrates through 
two additional residential areas on its way to 
Stafford with a journey time increased to 30 
minutes, the real reason being a desire to save 
a couple of buses which used to serve one of 
those areas a separate service. 


While the introduction of a 60-minute evening 
Monday to Saturday service is welcome, the 
new journey time has made the use of the bus 
less attractive and there is no doubt that there 
is little chance of persuading those who have 
cars to use the bus instead. Once again, we 
see the very British syndrome of buses being 
the mode of transport for the disadvantaged, 
the elderly and the non-car-owning student 
populations. Until these matters are addressed 
and all involved realise that there is more to 
providing a viable bus service than the pursuit 
of some defined margin, there will be no 
chance of reducing dependency on cars for 
urban journeys. 


Neil MacDonald, 
Walton-on-the-Hill, 
Stafford 


| read ‘Stagecoach — the first 20 years’ 
(October Buses) in the appropriate location of 
Stagecoach Manchester's newest bus, 79-seat 
Trident 647. Every so often, | glanced up from 
the article to see how many intending 
passengers were being left standing on the 
A57 Hyde Road because the bus was full — a 
regular problem on route 204 (Manchester- 
Denton-Haughton Green-Hyde). despite 
obvious capacity problems, the latest rumour is 
that a repeat order for 20 Tridents has been 
cancelled. 


Brian Souter has a reputation for having a 
detailed knowledge of his empire, yet his own 
analysis of the north-south divide is highly 
questionable from a Mancunian point of view. 
To say there is more disposable income in the 
north is a gross generalisation at best as his 
own employees would be among the first to 
testify, but to claim that there is more road 
space ‘up north’ is total nonsense. Since 
reading the article, | have experienced a 
journey on the 204 route where the middle 
four-mile section (Haughton Green-Belle Vue) 
took 56 minutes. That was the third time this 
year that Mr Souter’s customers (and his 
drivers) have suffered serious delays of 
between 30 and 90 minutes in the south 
Tameside area alone. 


Worst of all is his claim that 70p is too much 
for Londoners to pay for short hops. While the 
parts of East London where he operates are 
probably not the most affluent in the capital, the 
fact remains that London’s wages are, on 
average, 40% higher than in the north. In 
addition, the vastly different way in which public 
transport is run in London, compared to the 
rest of the UK, means most of his routes are 
charging 7Op for unlimited mileage run on 
Sunday mornings and bank holidays. 


The Haughton Green to Hyde section of the 
204 route in Greater Manchester is a B10M’s 
length above one-and-a-half miles, but the 
single fare is 95p (no returns available). Like 
most routes in the area, it starts too late on 
Sunday mornings for either work or leisure 
needs and doesn’t run at all on bank holidays. 


While we accept that these are the harsh 
realities resulting from legislation that doesn’t 
allow cross-subsidy even within individual 
routes — but does effectively allow that subsidy 
to pay for referendums in a ‘foreign’ country — 
we don’t need someone who has benefited 
greatly from that legislation to adopt a London- 
first attitude and yet, in the same breath, 
bemoans the loss of custom in other parts of 
the country. 


Phil Longdon 
Denton, Manchester 


COCO Ce EOE EEE EEE DESEO LEEEE EEE EESOE EEE ESEES 


The article ‘New-age Routemaster is back in 
the frame . . .. (‘News’ November) contained 
incorrect information regarding European Union 
regulations on bus designs. 


It is incorrect to say that ‘EU regulations lay 
down tight criteria for what [designs of bus] can 
be sold in EU countries’. The current situation 
is that there are no EU rules on bus 
construction. Each member state may set 
whatever national rules it wishes regarding 
what bus designs are permissible on its roads. 


The European Commission has, for several 
years, been working on draft legislation that, in 
the future, will lay down bus and coach 
construction standards. This is now close to 
adoption. Indeed, among its requirements will 
be the provision that all exits shall have doors. 
However, even when it is adopted it should be 
noted that it will be several years before this 
legislation becomes mandatory; that is to 
prevent manufacturers being left with ‘new’ 
designs that are obsolete. So any new design 
of Routemaster will not be affected by EU 
legislation for several years and, even when 
EU rules will apply, the possibility will always 
exist for the UK to seek a derogation. 


As regards the statement that there is nothing 
to stop UK operators from buying buses with 
rear platform doors and running with them 
open, this is a matter of national ‘in use’ rules. 
However, since it is currently not permitted to 
operate front entrance buses with their doors 
open (when the driver can possibly supervise 
passengers), | fail too see how or why it should 
be permitted for rear doors — where a crew 
member may not be present. 


Frankly, since the remarks were attributed to 
Steven Norris, | am surprised that a former 
transport minister can be so ill-informed about 
European legislation. Certainly, none of the 
above information has changed since he was 
in ministerial office. It is to be hoped that 
Transport for London and FirstGroup both get 
better advice for their money from Mr Norris. 


Robert Missen, 
Directorate General for Transport & Energy, 
European Commission, Brussels 


Coeeecccceseseccveresccccseneocesoeseneeee® 


| would like to redress some of the harsh 
criticisms mentioned in your report on the 
future of Malta’s historic bus fleet 

(‘Global News’ October), as well as clarifying a 
few issues on the Maltese bus scene. The 10- 
year contract solution mentioned in the report 
has since been rejected as uneconomical by 
the bus operators’ association. This solution in 
a similar form had already been tried before the 
present system was implemented. 


In reality, the Public Transport Authority 
successfully administers a frequent service to 


most parts of the island with a comprehensive 
Sunday network. The bus duty system is 
effective and it is a credit to the authorities, 
operators and drivers that there are relatively 
few lost journeys. 

The report, completed by EU officials, did not 
take the Maltese culture into account. The 
statement on the chariot races, for example, is 
grossly unjustified. On the hour, up to 14 buses 
can depart at the same time for various parts of 
the island. However, they are not all chasing 
the same passengers, only the ones who want 
their route. Some of the departures from 
Britain’s bigger bus stations are very similar, 
but who would call these chariot races? 


Admittedly, some vehicles are past their best 
and will probably be withdrawn soon, but these 
are not limited to the traditional Maltese-style 
vehicles. Indeed, most of the older buses are 
mechanically safe as well as looking in show- 
class condition, which again is a credit to the 
operators, especially given the buses’ intensive 
use. Most of the ex-UK coaches have been 
fitted with bus seats which has helped loading 
and unloading and also presents a more 
pleasant atmosphere when travelling. 


Although Maltese passengers and some 
operators would wish to have a fleet of 508 
new low-floor buses, this just cannot happen 
overnight. A new low-floor chassis has arrived 
on the island for a local body to be fitted, but 
any change in the fleet and operational system 
will take time. Vehicles like those illustrated in 
your article will probably run for a few 
years yet. 


Nicholas Eyles, 
Tibberton, 
Shropshire 


| am writing to express my concern that your 
splendid magazine is falling victim to an ‘ism’, 
namely ageism. There appears to be a growing 
trend in articles, letters and picture captions to 
disparage anything more than seven or eight 
years old. 


The major bus groups have invested a 
fortune in reducing the average age of their 
fleets, but by definition some vehicles must be 
above it to balance those which are newer. It 
seems rather unfair to create a new sport of 
spotting their oldest vehicles to make an issue 
of their age, irrespective of whether they are 
well maintained and presented and quite 
capable of carrying out the services to which 
they are allocated. 


In recent issues, there have been articles on 
the refurbishment of structurally sound Arriva 
Metrobuses and Olympians in London to 
extend their lives in service and may | suggest 
that several factors support this practice. 


Let us not forget that it is in no operator’s 
interest to run vehicles which will deter 
passengers from using them. Maybe transport 
subsidies would be less expensive if the 
vehicle specifications were not set so 
high and the operators were left to 
suggest the most suitable, cost-effective 
vehicles they could provide for a price. 
After all, contracts should give the 
operators incentives to carry as many 
passengers as possible. 


As an aside, this leads me to wonder 
about the economics of the proposed 


will presumably only be used twice a day 
for 40 weeks of the year and will all 

require extra depot space, maintenance fie 
and drivers, thus raising substantially the [is 
cost of school transport. 


The revenue from many services may 
simply not justify the high depreciation 


and finance costs of new vehicles and some 
routes are just not suitable for ultra-low 
vehicles with restricted ground clearance. 
Some services, especially from rural schools, 
require the high capacity within restricted 
dimensions of a double-decker to reach, for 
example, a long series of remote villages while 
avoiding protruding stone walls and 
overhanging trees. The ability to catapult the 
passengers from the front to the back within a 
100m dash between city stops may not be so 
important on such services. 


Positioning runs before and after school 
services provide many rural villages with a far 
better service than they would otherwise justify 
and outside the cities where there is no choice 
of routes, | am sure passengers would rather 
accept a regular service on an older but well- 
presented bus than a shiny new one just once 
a week. 


Let’s not forget the environment. A recent 
report drew attention to the amount of energy 
required to produce a new car and pointed out 
that, however fuel efficient new cars were, this 
would not recover the energy used in their 
production. The same argument could clearly 
be applied to buses, so there is a sound 
environmental argument for refurbishment 
versus new. Also, the lower fuel consumption 
per passenger-seat mile from any Gardner- 
powered double-decker will have environmental 
— and economic — benefits over more thirsty 
modern vehicles. 


Although it has become the norm for the 
tabloids to hang labels on everything, e.g. the 
regular gossip about any member of The 
Rolling Stones (nearly 40 years on the road) 
has to be supported by ‘veteran or wrinkly 
rocker’, this is surely unnecessary for your 
educated readership which knows perfectly 
well that any Leylands, Bristols or anything else 
similar surviving must be older because 
production finished so long ago. 


The enclosed picture of a nearly 40-year-old 
double-decker on an arduous route which 
crosses a large part of Devon several times 
each summer Sunday does show that with 
skilled refurbishment and maintenance, even 
really old vehicles can continue to provide 
services for which they are suited and give 
their passengers satisfaction. 

A few years ago, the ‘experts’ told us that 
new vehicles were rubbish, that they would not 
last and that they don’t make them like they 
used to, but now the pendulum seems to have 
swung too far in the opposite direction, so 
please can we have a balanced approach to 
age? 


David Ray, 
Camberley, 
Surrey 


Below: 

Emphasising David Ray’s arguments in favour of older 
buses, 1963 Bristol Lodekka FLF6G/ECW 2019 

(824 KDV) from First Western National’s special events 
fleet crosses the Tamar bridge at Gunnislake on 
Dartmoor service 118. 

DWR PICTURE LIBRARY 


In your September editorial you say of the large 
groups that ‘having at last caught up with most 
of the huge backlog of new bus 

purchases . . . they can afford to slow down’. 


Not from where I’m standing. And if | didn’t 
know you were based in Glasgow, | would say: 
‘Typical Londoner, bemused by those 2,000 new 
low-floor jobs.’ Where have all the buses, by no 
means all middle-aged, gone that were 
displaced from London? 


Twenty-year-old Titans have appeared in 
Stagecoach fleets all over the country. ‘Fleet 
News’ recently noted that First Western National 
still has 90 VRs; my local Arriva fleet still 
contains substantial numbers of National 2s and 
Olympians, many of them ‘pre-enjoyed’ and 
around 20 years old; and Go-Ahead (sic) has 
recently been refurbishing Metrobuses of the 
same age. Because the large companies have 
tended to get out of peak-only operations, they 
are commonly on full-day diagrams; those 
Metrobuses — and the unrefurbished ones — 
are the normal choice for the 35-mile Newcastle- 
Darlington 723. 


The age of these bangers is obvious not only 
to passengers but to non-users (whom the 
companies are supposed to want to attract) 
when they experience their noise and fumes in 
urban traffic. When one considers the low 
proportion of bus costs taken up by 
depreciation, the lower maintenance costs and 
supposed ‘passenger pull’ of new low-floor kit — 
and operators’ difficulties in attracting drivers — | 
am amazed that they cannot see more, not less, 
investment is needed. 


David Holding, 
Chester-le-Street 


POPC eee rere eececerecoeeseeeseseeEeOEEESESEOEE 


In view of the generally bad press that Arriva 
seems to attract in this and other enthusiast 
publications, | am writing to thank the staff of 
Arriva Merseyside for their efforts in running an 
excellent event to mark the end of 42 years’ 
operation of Atlanteans on Merseyside on 

22 October. 


An excellent timetable was produced, enabling 
visitors to get the most out of the day. Buses 
were provided by both Speke and Laird Street 
garages, running on Liverpool and Wirral routes 
with a linking service between New Brighton and 
Liverpool. The drivers were without exception 
courteous and helpful, particularly to those of us 
who wished to photograph the buses in a variety 
of locations. 

In addition, the Merseyside 201 Group ran two 
of its preserved Atlanteans, including Wallasey 
Corporation No1 as part of the day, thus 
enabling the first and last Atlanteans to be 
delivered (Arriva 3070 being the last) to be 
photographed together. The buses ran 
faultlessly throughout the day. A further 
photographic opportunity was presented by the 
line-up of four of the Atlanteans which had been 
running during the day at sunset on 
New Brighton seafront. 

My only question is why such good buses are 
being withdrawn. They seem to be in better 
condition than some of the younger buses 
running around Merseyside. 


John Hajdasz, 
Broseley, 
Shropshire 


In one of the ‘Fleet Fact’ items in October Buses 
you speculated about what influenced the 
design of the driver’s windscreen on the 

Leyland Lynx. 

The source was 1969 BMMO-designed S23 
5919 (RHA 919G) which was at Midland Red’s 
central works in Edgbaston, Birmingham having 
new window rubbers fitted. Some engineers 
from Leyland were there taking photographs and 
measurements of the front of the bus. 

| have never driven a Lynx, but | have driven 
S$23s and Leyland Nationals. Since Midland Red 
(BMMO) designed, built and operated a lot of its 
fleet, any problems found during maintenance or 
operating could be fed back to the works. And 
since the company was a pioneer in many 
aspects of bus design and operation, Leyland 
must have realised what a practical design the 
company had for the driver's windscreen. 

The driver needs to have a clear view of the 
road and seeing the gangway and the front row 
of seats where the kerb should be is not good. 


G. F. Smith, 

Chairman, 

Worcester Bus Preservation Society, 
Worcester 


Above: 

Midland Red $23 5963 (UHA 963H) in Coventry in July 
1979, showing the windscreen layout which Mr Smith 
says later influenced the design of Leyland’s Lynx. 
ALAN MILLAR 


Did no one pick you up on the deliberate (?) 
mistake in August's ‘Global News’? The caption 
to the photo of the MCI Renaissance coach 
states that it is ‘at speed on Interstate 80’. 
Presumably the open luggage locker provides 
additional aerodynamic stability. 


lain MacGregor, 
Bishopton, 
Renfrewshire 


One or two other readers have asked about this, 
too. Photographer Michael Dryhurst insists the 
coach was at speed but suggests mischievously 
that what looks like a luggage locker might 
actually be a form of reverse thrust braking from 
the world of aviation. We leave you to suggest 
other possibilities. — Ed. 


| fully support John Aldridge’s views on the 
unsatisfactory service resulting from the decision 
to terminate some Croydon bus routes at a tram 
station in Croydon, rather than Croydon town 
centre (‘In London’ September). 


My own experience with route 353 (formerly 
Orpington-Croydon, now Orpington-Addington 
Village) exactly reflects his experience with route 
54. The matter is particularly serious as, ‘ 
historically, the public transport links between 
south and south-east London (particularly from 
Croydon) have always been extremely poor and 
routes 54 and 353 provided a viable and 
successful option. 


Despite Croydon’s position as a major regional 
centre for employment, commerce, shopping 
and leisure, bus passengers from south-east 
London are now decanted some miles short of 
their intended destination and are then charged 
an additional 90p to complete their journey by 
tram. The single journey now costs £1.60 
instead of 70p and can take up to 30 
minutes longer — devastating if you are a 
frequent traveller. 


Croydon town centre is the hub of the regional 
transport network and has excellent tram and 
bus links with south-central and south-west 
London. The Brighton main line gives fast 
access to Gatwick Airport and the Sussex coast. 
in order to share benefits of this network, 
including the new tram network, south-east 
London needs to retain its existing bus routes to 
the centre of Croydon. Please bring back our 
buses. 


John Power, 
Orpington 


| cannot agree strongly enough with 

John Aldridge’s observations on conductor 
habits (‘In London’ October). While a vast 
number of us have Travelcards of some kind, 
potential revenue must be going uncollected. 


Gavin Booth’s Croydon Tramlink picture 
(‘Millar’s Tales’, same issue) was most 
entertaining but | do not think ‘Village’ would 
have fitted on that display, certainly not in the 
same size of typeface. On the other hand, you 
may well hear Village People at the disco. (Don't 
blame Mr Booth. This was a case of one 
Mr Millar confusing his Addiscombes and 
Addingtons. There’s no such stop as 
Addiscombe Village — Ed). 

Julian Osborne’s Service Extra mentions 
blinds. Strangely, the accompanying photograph 
shows the primary destination display already 
starting to ride up on the right as we view. On 
route 337, we have even newer Volvo 
Presidents from London United’s Hounslow 
garage. Sadly, many of them do not have the 
rear number display or, at least, do not use it. 

| wrote to managing director Stephen Lawes 
and had a swift acknowledgment that he would 
request a report from the garage. That 
acknowledgement was dated 12 September. | 
am still awaiting (9 October) for a reply or an 
improvement on the road. 


Bob Jenkins, 
London, SW15 
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t 08.15 on Sunday 15 October, a 
Leyland Tiger, a Daimler Fleetline 
and an AEC Routemaster assembled 
at Southend’s central bus station while an 
MCW Metrobus set out from Reading’s 
Great Knolly Street depot. Their objective? 
To celebrate 20 years of the Southend- 
Reading X1, one of the longest municipal 
routes in the country and one which 
also experienced an extremely 
chequered history. 

It was a child of the 1980 Transport Act 
which deregulated coach services where 
passengers travelled for a minimum of 30 
miles between boarding and alighting 


Right: 

Southend then: Leyland Leopard/Plaxton Elite 
Express Ill 202 (LBN 202P) at Heathrow in August 
1983. Following an accident, this coach later was 
fitted with a Plaxton Supreme IV front. 

ALAN MILLAR 


Below: 

Leyland Tiger/Duple Caribbean 249 (A249 SVW), 
a regular on Southend’s Heathrow service and 
now owned by Stephensons of Essex, returned to 
its old haunts for the special run. Here, it swings 
into Reading Buses’ Great Knolly Street depot. 
CLIVE PORTER 


_ STEPHEN ON fee! 


ESSEX 


points. Reading and Southend councils 
seized their chance to provide a joint 
limited stop service between their two 
towns and to provide a direct link to London 
and its Heathrow Airport. On 6 October 
1980, the X1 began on a two-hourly 
frequency, running via Basildon, Grays, 
Dagenham, Canning Town, Aldgate, The 
Embankment, Piccadilly, Kensington, 
Hammersmith, Heathrow, Slough, 
Maidenhead and Twyford. 

To start with, Reading used bus-seated 
MCW Metrobuses and Scania-powered 
Metropolitans, while most of Southend’s 
workings relied on recently-delivered 


Duple-bodied Leyland Leopards 205-8. 

Within four months, the X1 faced its first 
crisis. Reading crews went on strike for 
two weeks, then for another 12 days in 
June 1981. First time round, Southend 
continued to operate as far as Heathrow 
on a reduced frequency and during the 
June dispute it provided a full service to 
the airport, with one driver sleeping 
overnight there. The two operators 
succeeded in securing a road service 
licence for the Southend-Hammersmith 
section in February 1981, entitling them to 
Fuel Duty Rebate and to carry more short 
distance passengers. 


eer a 


BERKS 


Bu) in the numbers of Left: 

Ea) hired-in vehicles — Reading Metrobus then: 191 (LMO 191X) on London's 
also of extensions to Victoria Embankment in July 1984, en route from 

ics tenis “The Aldgate to its home town. This was one of five modified 
anes : in 1982 when the X1 was split in two, with a high speed 
operation peaked in the differential for 65mph running and 68 high-back semi- 
winter of 1986 with 64 coach seats. 

weekday journeys, ALAN MILLAR 


coaches on average 
Vv -and-a-half 
every two-and-a-ha Reading Metrobus now: 193 (LMO 193X) on the 


minutes in the peaks commemorative run in October, with bus seats again, just 
and a staggering fleet a single entrance/exit and showing the current Reading 


Below: 


s strength of 66 vehicles. _ Buses livery. It was chosen for this role in the absence of 
The coach fleet was Metrobus 174, the first Reading bus to work the X1, and 
bigger than Southend’s made a special trip from Reading to Aldgate where it 
met the Southend buses on their way across. 

CLIVE PORTER 


bus fleet. 
As Richard Delahoy 
explained in his article 
— 2 a in Buses in August last 
Traffic grew over the 12 months from year, a catastrophe was waiting to happen. 


June 1981, thanks to the granting of a In the summer of 1987, Southend 
London Bus Agreement by London Transport was hit by a financial crisis and 


Transport, providing more scope to carry needed to take drastic action. The over- 
short distance passengers, and because of expanded coach business had to be 


a series of national rail strikes in early cut back. 
1982 that saw Southend running up to 11 Further drastic cutbacks led to the 
Fleetline duplicates every day. withdrawal of the Heathrow service, as well 


as other extended journeys and 
frequencies. The coach fleet was shrunk to 
just 17 vehicles. In 1993, Southend 
Transport was bought by British Bus and 
now it’s part of Arriva. The X1 survives as 
Green Line service 721. 


But only two years into the joint 
agreement, storm clouds were gathering 
over the relationship between the two 
operators. They viewed things very 
differently. Southend appeared to be more 


commercially-minded in exploiting the Reading Transport also enjoyed 
opportunities to carry commuters, while unequalled peaks in business during the 
Reading’s approach was more cautious 1982 rail strikes, but British Rail fought 


and was based on charging low fares.On _ back quickly to regain its lost traffic. That, 
16 May 1982, the route was split into two —_ coupled with the lengthy widening works 
overlapping sections — Reading-Aldgate on the M4, made the Reading-Aldgate 


and Southend-Heathrow. service unreliable and passenger numbers 
The different approaches of the two declined steeply. 

operators were there for all to see. A 1991 revamp resulted in Reading 

Southend Transport piled on extra coaches acquiring Beeline’s competing service. The 

and hired in substantial numbers from two were rebranded as the London Line, 


other operators, while Reading upgraded but by 1998 the service was still losing 


its vehicles but kept to the same numbers _ passengers and frequencies were cut back Bhar: 


Southend recalled: Toby Prescott’s preserved Daimler 


as before. drastically. By May this year, despite the Fleetline CRL6-33/Northern Counties 212 (JTD 392P) — 

When more rail strikes crippled the opening of the M4 bus and coach lane originally No.392 — in Reading after completing the 
network in the summer of 1982, Southend near Heathrow, Reading Transport commemorative run on 15 October. Behind is Reading 
pressed 17 extra double-deck duplicates branded the X1 a money loser and Mainline Routemaster No.7 (VLT 44) which 


4 , , Boa accompanied it on the run as it was Southend 122 
into service — some of them from withdrew the route completely. A limited diaioen theless eke ond Beading, 


Ensignbus. That July, it also ordered three — replacement service has been provided by —cuve porter 
Van Hool Astromega double-deck coaches Armchair Passenger Transport. 
costing the then fantastic amount of 
£112,000 each. My grateful thanks to Reading Buses’ 
The years from then until 1986 were the Special projects manager, Mike Russell, 
halcyon times for Southend’s X1, with and to Richard Delahoy for their help in 


further dramatic increases in the fleet and P/eparing this article. 
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unflappability. | know it’s part of the person spec for the job but 

as a pretty impatient person, I’ve always respected it. I’ve seen 
some classic examples recently which show how important this is 
for good customer service. | was on a London United Dennis Dart 
in mid-August that must have been late, judging by its impressive 
turns of speed when road conditions permitted and by comments 
from the driver to the regulator on departure. And yet incoming 
passengers, asking detailed and slightly stupid questions, would 
never have guessed this from the driver who several times 
answered their enquiries clearly and courteously. 


On fuel crisis Tuesday, after a 30-minute gap, | was on the first of 
our local service to escape from a petrol station-induced jam (no 
police or bus company officials trying to keep traffic flowing as 
two thirds of the schedule disappeared into the morass). Our driver 
changed innumerable bank notes proffered mainly by the 
extra passengers driven from their cars, yet remained 
equable throughout. 


I: long admired bus drivers’ remarkable patience and 


He kept his cool 

When he finally ran out of change, he tried to sort something out 
with the person inconvenienced and refrained from hitting said 
person who then announced loudly: ‘I’m only using the bus 
because of the fuel crisis.’ He also absorbed various comments on 
the inadequacy of the service from such people — as you may 
know, it’s a 10-minute frequency but, as | noted above, two-thirds 
of the buses were stuck in a jam a quarter of a mile apart — and 
the hoots of cars as he advised the drivers of the two other ‘free’ 
buses on the route about where the jam began. One of the latter 
was heard to say that he would short-turn to try and restore the 
headway; once again, the crews did it all themselves. 


My local company is an Arriva one and we can give the group a 
special ‘Service Extra’ here by relaying the positive comments of a 
colleague who recently used several of its services. The staff and 
service of Arriva Fox County were favourably mentioned but the 
prize went to an Arriva the Shires & Essex bus caught in another 
queuing-for-petrol gridlock. 

She kept her passengers fully informed, disembarking at one 
point to see how long another bus would be on a stop as she 
couldn't get round it and, when the gridlock intensified, varied her 
route in consultation with her passengers to get them as close (and 
in some cases closer than the stops would normally allow) to 
where they were heading. Superb customer service well-received 
by all on board. 


Back in the Midlands . . . and on Metrobuses 
Shortly before the fuel crisis, | was back in the West Midlands on a 
family touring holiday (wonderful working and closed theme-park- 
type factories and museums, a chocolate factory etc) and this was 
the first time for a while that | had spent a lot of time out and about 
in a car in the UK. 

Like it or not, this is how most of the great British public 
experiences the bus industry and as such the ‘How’s my driving?’ 
aspects, though not directly impacting on the balance sheets, are 
very important image-wise. I’m therefore pleased to advise that | 
was impressed with what | saw — especially the lengths to which 
bus drivers, particularly those of Travel West Midlands, went to 
acknowledge any assistance from other road users. This sort of 
thing can only be good for the bus industry. 


And joy is totally unconfined this month because, as | go to press, 
| return from the most wonderfully exhilarating journey on a 19-year 
old Metrobus. This was one of the refurbished London ones being 
used by Arriva outside London. It smoothly caught up a 10-minute 
delay during its hour's journey on rain-soaked highways and 
byways of the Surrey/Sussex border, thanks to superb roadholding 
and braking, impressive turns of speed and consummate 
professional driving. 


BY 


JULIAN OSBORNE finds much to admire in bus 
— and tram — operations across several parts of 
England, especially in drivers’ ability to handle 
awkward situations 


Julian Osborne was impressed by Travel West Midlands’ drivers’ attitudes. One 
of the company’s most recent developments has been to relaunch the city centre- 
airport-National Exhibition Centre route as a shuttle service, using National 
Express’s Airbus branding (acquired with London United’s Heathrow services) 
applied to some Plaxton President-bodied Volvo B7TLs. They carry exclusive 
advertising for Maersk Air. 

CHRIS MORRISON 


Nice trams, nice people, shame about the ticket machines 


More good news — from one of the tram services that have sprung up 
recently in the UK and which is run by a bus company. I’m not naming it 
(yet) for reasons that will become apparent but | was most impressed with 
almost all aspects. The trams are frequent, comfortable and with excellent 
on-board stop announcements. 


And a group of drivers with a man in a suit who boarded at one stop and 
whom | took to be employees of the operating company, were clearly 
interested in how the service was running. They watched and commented 
— and were on the point of assisting when a slight delay occurred. | hope 
other passengers noticed this as well. The one aspect of the scheme that 
leaves a little to be desired is the automatic ticketing. On both trips, | failed 
to work out how to buy a ticket to somewhere beginning with ‘W’ and on 
the return failed to find a same fare substitute in time. 


Amid dire warnings from the friends | had been visiting, | boarded 
ticketless and awaited my fate. At the end of the route, | announced to the 
company’s staff that | wanted to pay for my journey and to have someone 
explain how the ticket machines worked. This was immediately organised, 
with no mention of penalty fares, by a courteous official from whom | 
deduced that many people found the machines difficult to understand. It 
was nice to have my belief that | wasn’t really that stupid confirmed and 
this official’s reaction increased my favourable impression of the operation. 
I'll go back in a few months and give you a further report. 
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£16.00 
£19.95 
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NEW VENUE FOR THE 
BEDFORD GATHERING 


Next year’s Bedford Gathering is to be held at a new venue on the outskirts of 
Cambridge. 

Principal organiser Dick Haughey says that, after three years, the event has 
outgrown its original venue at Dews Coaches’ site in the fenland village of 
Somersham, hence the move to the Forte Posthouse hotel at Impington, close to 
the A14 Cambridge northern bypass. 

To celebrate the 50th anniversary of General Motors’ foundation of 
the Bedford marque, next year’s event will be held on Sunday 26 August and 
Dick Haughey says he hopes many early-1930s Bedfords will attend. As before, the 
Bedford J2 small coach gathering will be incorporated into the event and there will 
be free classic and vintage coach tours around Cambridge. 

The hotel facilities will be open for overnight accommodation at preferential rates, 
with the restaurant and bar facilities also being available on the day itself. The new 
site has a greater display area than was possible at Somersham and also has 
ample parking and easy access from the A14. 

‘Dews’ help and co-operation over the past three years was a major contribution to 
the success of this event,’ says Dick Haughey. ‘Dews’ name became synonymous 
with this event and in this respect I’m sorry to leave Somersham, but we feel that 


This year’s Crown Woods PTA car and 
vehicle show at Eltham, south-east London 
was cancelled at short notice. 

Organiser Ray Monk explained that the 
event, due to be held on 15 October, was 
cancelled on the afternoon of 12 October 
when the acting head teacher took the view 
that the weather conditions were unsuitable. 

‘We felt that this was a drastic step to take 
at such late notice and, even although 
alternative plans could have been made for 
the parking of vehicles, she would not 
change her mind.’ 


. the new site will carry forward the prestige status of the event.’ 
~ Further details are available on the 2001 Bedford Gathering website at www.bg- 


event.co.uk or by phoning 01223 574654 before 21.00. 


If you're responsible for a bus museum or are organising any of next year’s rallies or running days, please 


don't forget to send in details for our 2001 Rally Calendar & Museum Guide. 


As this year, we'll be issuing the guide free with March Buses and we need to have details (by post or fax) by 
Friday 5 January 2001. Details, please, to the Buses editorial office, PO Box 3759, Glasgow, G41 5YN (fax: 


0141 427 9594). 


SHOWBUS SITE OFFERS MODEL 
EQUIVALENT OF A PENNY BLACK 


Surfers of the EFE Showbus website are being offered a chance to win a hitherto 
unreleased batch of flawed EFE 1/76th scale models of a Dundee RT. 

These particular models were produced with black-on-white rather than correct white- 
on-black destination blinds and have never been put on sale to the public. To win one, 
you need to answer what Showbus organiser Martin Isles tells us is an easy question 
about the London RT family, by visiting efe.showbus.com/win. 

Incidentally, this makes these Dundee models even more quirky, for Dundee’s real RTs 
had five-bay Craven bodies and EFE’s model is of the standard four-bay version. 

Over 100 entrants tried to win the Millennium Showbus model of a Thames Valley 
Leyland TD1. The winner — which shows the international interest in Showbus and the 
British bus preservation scene in general — was Karlena Lockett of Tasmania, Australia. 


The organisers of Swansea’s 2001 Festival of Transport plan to 
repeat this year’s formula of preceding the event with an afternoon 
road run. 

The main event will be at the West Car Park of Swansea’s 
Singleton Hospital on Sunday 17 June, with displays of classic and 
modern buses and coaches and other forms of road transport. This 
will be sixth such event and admission charges will help raise 
money for a hospital charity. 

Starting at 12.00 the previous day, and for the second time, a road 
run will take place from the lorry park at Penllergaer services at 
Junction 47 of the M4. Classic buses will also be running on both 
days. 

For more details, call 01792 280761 between 18.00 and 20.00 or 
write either to Ashley Lovering at 5 Clos Cynan, Killay, Swansea, 
SA2 7DL or Andrew Tucker at 28 Spinney Halt, Whetstone, 
Leicester, LE8 6HU. 


News from JOHN G. LIDSTONE of the comings and 
goings of retired classic buses at home and abroad — 


Former Big Bus Company RM10 (XFF 258, VLT 10) has started a new 
career with an owner in Norwood Green, repainted white initially for film 
work. It had been with dealer Allco Passenger Vehicles of High 
Wycombe. 
Former RM81 and RM1271 (VLT 81; 271 CLT) have not been used at all 
this year in Madeira, but if you go to the other side of the globe, former 
RM1660 (660 DYE) is in regular use in New Zealand on a Queenstown- 
Arrowtown service. 
Freight Media, Banbury has former RM125 (VVS 373, VLT 125), 
RM2103 (ALM 103B) and RM2129 (CUV 129C) as well as ex-Leicester 
MCW Metrobuses FUT 38/9V. 
East Yorkshire’s RM732 has gone for export, but Blue Triangle’s 
RM1776 has gone to a new life in the guise of ‘Red Bus Fish & Chips’ 
and has been noted serving fishies (without dishies) in Newcastle upon 
Tyne. 
Former United Counties RM528 was used for filming in Channel 4’s 
soap ‘Hollyoaks’ and was set on fire, passing from Mersey TV of 
Childwall to Hardwick, Carlton (dealer) as a result. 

Former Bucks Free Press semi-open top RM238 (VLT 238) and also 
_ RM2178 (CUV 178C) have been undertaking promotional work for Fuzzy 
Duzzy Childrens’ Entertainment of Hemel Hempstead. 
RM731 (WLT 731) has been re-registered 60Sri6640 in Sri Lanka and 
has passed from SLCTB to Colombo Peopolised Transport Services as 
its YT101 and works a local service between Yatinuwara and Kandy. 
RM872 (JSJ 767, WLT 872) has been busy with the BBC promoting its 
website beeb.com, in a silver livery with all its windows (cab excluded) 
painted out. It has computer terminals and screens fitted internally. 
RM1002 (OYM 368A, 2 CLT) and RM676 (676 DYE) have gone to 
Niagara Falls, joining RM187, 504/83, 797, 1242, 1548, 1604/18/51, 
1888, 1909, 2162/5, 2206/9 and RCL2252/5, many of which carry ex- 
Southend blinds. 
Former LT reserve fleet RM1005 (ALC 290A, 5 CLT) has been exported 
to Mexico by Wigley, Carlton (dealer). 
RM1292 (NVS 485 292 CLT) has been noted in central London in an 
appropriately-coloured livery to promote Orange mobile phones. 
Unfortunately, Hong Kong-based open-top RM1703 (EZ 8347, 703 DYE) 
has recently been scrapped by Citybus in Hong Kong after over a year 
in disuse. 
RM1807 (EVH 132B, 807 DYE) been repainted by owner McDonalds, for 
which it continues to work. 
Ex-United Counties RM2192 (CUV 192C) has been exported to 
the Ukraine. 


| am grateful to reader G. P. M. Strachan from Graaf-Reinet, South 

Africa, for news that former Port Elizabeth Passenger Transport Regent 

Ill 194 (CSJ 865 GP), ex-London RT2634 (LYF 359), has been returned 

_ to active use at the James Hall Transport Museum in Johannesburg after 
_many years as a static exhibit. It carries both registration marks. 

_ Withdrawn in the early-1970s and retained for occasional use thereafter, 

when the company passed into new ownership in 1991 it was donated to 

_ the St Croix Motor Museum along with 1950 Daimler CVG6/Bus Bodies 

_ H63R 1, but both were parked up in deteriorating condition there. 

RT3154 (KYY 883), latterly a refreshment bar at Audley End Miniature 

_ Railway, is with a new owner for preservation (and long term restoration) 

in Suffolk with whom it joins RT3591 (LYF 316), which is expected to be 

restored first. 

_ RT3323 (LYR 542) is in a multi-coloured livery and is kept at a tractor 

_ plant in Doncaster. 

Former Reading Regent III LDP 945 is being thoroughly restored and 

now has the radiator from sister LDP 947. 

__ Well-known ex-Brighton Regent 0661/Weymann FUF 63 has been 

acquired by preservationists in West Drayton from equally well-known 

_ Michael Dryhurst (who kindly sends all sorts of interesting things to 

_ Buses and ‘Fleet News’). 


Formerly preserved ex-Southampton Regent V/East Lancs 373 FCR has 
become a mobile pub. 

Former East Kent Regent V/Park Royal part open-topper GJG 751D is in 
allover advertising livery for BBC Radio Kent and is kept at the Dover 
Transport Museum. 


& DN 

Former Jersey Victor/Reading J 1359 has been thoroughly restored by 
its new owner in Dunfermline, but once-immaculately restored sister 

J 15213 is reported languishing in outside storage near Glasgow. 


AUSTIN 
Formerly preserved Reading-bodied K8 VPH 997 has been broken up 
for spares. 


= >L 

Ex-Western National KSW6B/ECW LTA 995 has made a trek from Lands 
End to John o’Groats in aid of the Dorothy House Hospice in Somerset. 
Ex-Eastern National KSW5G/ECW open-topper WNO 475 is at work in 
the Netherlands, along with a Lodekka FLF and some Routemasters. It 
had been in preservation since withdrawal, being the oldest open-top 
conversion. 

Former Lincolnshire Lodekka LD PBE 123 was noted for sale at 
Johnstown, Pennsylvania in the United States. Nearer home, the 
Lincolnshire Vintage Vehicle Society hopes to have K6A DBE 187 on the 
road again soon. 

Former Eastern National Lodekka FLF6Gs RVW 393D and RWC 943D, 
latterly both with Northern Scottish, remain with an owner in Hatton as 
summer-houses. 

Work has been progressing on former Thames Valley FLF6G GRX 140D 
and LWL6B GJB 265, which has indicator display equipment fitted from a 
scrap Bristol KSW. 


Former Thamesdown Daimler CVG6-30/Northern Counties JAM 146E 
has been noted on tour for Coca-Cola, recorded towing a trailer in 
Blackpool. 

Rare former Chesterfield CCG6 GNU 266C has passed to a new owner 
back in its home town, but on collection from Brechin in Scotland it 
suffered a fuel problem and was taken to the Scottish Bus Museum 

at Lathalmond. 


DENNIS 

Northern Star of Grosmont, North Yorkshire has 1928 Mayes-bodied 
Dennis G RD 111 fully restored and in use, while ex-Llandudno 1929 
Roberts-bodied G-type CC 8670 is undergoing thorough restoration and 
is expected to appear next year. 


i 


Former London AEC Routemaster RM872 in its new guise as the 
beeb.com promotional unit. 
GEOFF RIXON 


BUSES 


RICHARD DELAHOY checks bus 
times from the comfort of the 


THE NET 


ne of the fascinations of the Net is 

Or great diversity of information 

Oresee on line, ranging from the 
serious to the downright bizarre. This 
month’s journey through cyberspace takes 
us from travel information delivered to your 
mobile phone through to two sites devoted 
to bus shelters. 

September’s fuel crisis was an ideal 
opportunity to harness the power of the 
web to provide up-to-the-minute information 
for passengers. Some operators rose to the 
challenge, but too many have yet to 
appreciate just how easy it is to keep their 
customers informed. In a small and 
subjective survey, | found that most official 
company sites had no information, yet 
others, including First Capital, Metrobus, 
Lothian, First Leeds and Metro-West 
Yorkshire did offer useful current 
information. 

With the position changing by the day, if 
not by the hour, the web can handle far 
more enquiries than a phone-based service 
ever could, and is available 24 hours a day. 
Indeed, Solent Blue Line has taken the 
idea one stage farther, promising an 
automated reply within one hour to any 
e-mail enquiry, followed up by a specific 
response to the enquiry. Full marks for this 
initiative, even if — to quote SBL’s Peter 
Shelley — ‘more work is needed with the 
screwdriver’ to make it totally reliable. 

Travel information can of course be 
presented in many ways, including the 
latest generation WAP (wireless application 
protocol) mobile phones. The first bus route 
to benefit is Pete’s Travel 404 in the West 
Midlands. Already, users can access 
timetable information through their phones, 
with real time running information being a 
longer term ambition. 

Several rail operators are testing similar 
ideas, such as the ability to send a 
message to let you know if your regular 
train is on time. The building blocks of the 
technology are in place and | believe that 
we will witness a revolution in the way that 
travel information is provided — so long, of 
course, as someone is willing to pay to set 
up and run the service. Sadly, the Ipswich 
Superoute 66 demonstration site, which 
provided real time information through a 
dedicated website, is no longer operating, 
following the ending of development 
funding. 


AO 


The shelter cult 

Turning to the bizarre, | was intrigued to 
find that bus shelters are acquiring cult 
status. From Alan Osborne comes news 
that the luxurious bus shelter in the Unst, 
Shetland community of Baltasound (last 
seen in ‘Millar’s Tales’ August 1997) has its 
own website, while Colin Brazier has found 
more exotic designs featured in bus 
shelters in the Ukraine. 

A more conventional Eastern European 
offering features bus preservation in the 
Czech Republic, including six British 
double-deckers. Even here though there is 
at least one entry which would qualify for 
‘Millar’s Tales’, in the form of a bus used as 
a mobile dentist’s surgery. 


Update 
No sooner had | written that none of the 
Scottish Stagecoach companies was on- 
line than up pops Bluebird with a fairly 
basic site giving timetables but little else. 
Also now connected to the web is Plymouth 
Citybus, with a site featuring its coach 
operations but nothing about buses. 
Plymouth must be one of the few operators 
to advertise hire rates, on a page listing 
special offer prices for daytime school trips 
— for instance, hiring a 50-seater to 
Paignton Zoo will cost only £125, with a 
10% discount on Mondays. 

On the enthusiast scene, a 
reminder that the BusSpotter site 
offers fleetlists for many operators, 
while the FirstGroup Enthusiasts 
Group has a new address, providing 
useful links to company sites 
although it carries little in the way of 
news. On the historical front, the 
Albion Trust is worth a visit, and a 
new site devoted to the ubiquitous 
Leyland Atlantean is under 
development. Also historic is a new 
addition to Nigel Chatfield’s 
Southbus site — Southdown 
after D-Day, the ‘D’ referring to 
deregulation day in 1986 and 
not the more bloody conflict of 
42 years earlier. 

Overseas, in what I hope will 
not turn out to be a repeat of 
1985's abortive trolleybus 
demonstration project at South 
Yorkshire’s Doncaster depot, a 
visit to Hong Kong Citybus will 


nearest shelter . . . 


explain its plans to wire up part of Wong 
Chuk Hang depot for a six-month test 
programme. 

And three items for bus model fans. 
Established dealer Transmac has a new 
address, while there is a new UK-based 
dealer specialising in Hong Kong models 
and Diecast Model Restorations’ site will 
help you find out how your old and 
battered Dinky and Corgi models can be 
restored to original condition. 


To visit sites featured here and in other 
recent issues of Buses on the Net, 
simply visit the Showbus site, at 
http://efe.showbus.com/web. Thanks to 
Geoff Cross, David Griffiths, 

Steve Annells and Irvine Bell for 
contributions. 


Your comments are always welcome, to 
buses @signal-training.com. 


Below: 

To appreciate the home comforts of Baltasound’s bus 
shelter - complete with net curtains, easy chairs, table and 
one or two extra fittings since we last saw it in 1997, you 
don’t need to visit Shetland, just surf the web. . . . 

ALAN OSBORNE 


Bottom 

. . but we don’t know if there’s an Internet explanation 
of why this Dumfries bus shelter was decorated with a 
thinoceros statue in 1995. 


ALAN MILLAR 


More safety — less wear — less costs 


m The Retarder can assume up to 
90 % of all braking functions. 
m Service brakes operate on full 
power in emergencies. 
m Brake linings last noticeably longer. 
m \-constant mode for long 
downhill routes. 


Voith Engineering Ltd. 

6 Beddington Farm Road 
Croydon, Surrey, CRO 4XB 
Tel. 020 8667 0333 


VOITH TURBO Fax 020 8667 0403 


POWER TRANSMISSION e-mail: central@voith.co.uk 


[ Transport 
Bookbargains 
Our new 36-page CATALOGUE is now available, FREE to readers of Buses on 


receipt of a 1st class stamp with your name and address in block letters. To help 
with your first order we will enclose a £1.00 voucher with your catalogue. 


100’s of BARGAIN BOOKS from many leading publishers, a large and varied 
stock of EFE & OOC DIE-CAST MODELS at competitive prices, VIDEOS, 
MOUNTED PRINTS etc. Our own LOYALTY CARD - the UK GOLD CARD will save 
you money on your book orders and is sent FREE when you order a minimum of 
£25.00 of books. Sorry — offers limited to the U.K. 


Ss FULL-PRICE TITLES FROM MANY LEADING PUBLISHERS : 
(INCLUDING IAN ALLAN) NOW SUPPLIED POST-FREE = 


UK TRANSPORT BOOKBARGAINS (BU12/00) 
4 Saxon’s Acre, Warminster, Wilts BA12 8HT 


WHAT'S IN THE DECEMBER EDITION? 


THE INTERNATIONAL LIGHT RAIL MAGAZINE 


6 TRAMWAYS & 
URBAN TRANSIT 


Passengers give Croydon Tramlink the thumbs-up 


A great first 
six months! 


O Karlsruhe: Back to the future in Germany 


cb 060.1e 


EXCLUSIVE OFFER! 


BUSES IN BRITAIN SAVE 


The 1970s 
OVER 
Lo! 
NOW 
JUST 


£19.95! 


During the month 
4 Brown of December only! 


O Toronto: The TTC’s streetcars are 80 years old 


O Lisbon trams found in the Rocky mountains! 


O Amsterdam celebrates 100 years of electric trams 


O Eight pages of world news coverage 


On sale Friday 24 November Price £2.60 


BIRMINGHAM LONDON MANCHESTER 

47 Stephenson St, 45/46 Lower Marsh _5 Piccadilly Station A year’s subscription is outstanding value. Contact: Tramways & 
Birmingham B2 4DH _— Waterloo, Approach Urban Transit Subscriptions, lan Allan Publishing Ltd, Riverdene 
Tel: 0121 643 2496 London SE1 7RG Manchester M1 2GH Business Park, Molesey Road, Hersham, Surrey KT12 4RG. 


Fax: 0121 643 6855 Tel: 020 7401 2100 Tel: 0161 237 9840 
Fax: 020 7401 2887 ~—- Fax: 0161 237 9921 


ianallanbookshop@talk21.com BDec/h 


Tel: 01932 266622. Fax: 01932 266633. 
e-mail: sales@ianallanpub.co.uk 


BOOKSHOPS 


December 2000 Al 


Body type 


JOHN G. LIDSTONE ENGLAND & WALES 


Articulated 


Single-deck bus 


Coach 


I'd like to take this opportunity to wish all our 
readers a happy Christmas and especially to 

thank each one of you who has taken time to 
write to me this year. 


Al Travel, Speke 


An addition to stock is all- MCW Metrobus 
DR101/9/H43/30F WJI 6162 (ORJ 71W) from Arriva 
North West. Bristol VRs SVL 172W and AHU 520V 
have been re-registered SIL 5954/5. 


A2B Travel, Prenton 


Mercedes-Benz Vario 0.814/Alexander B29F 

7471 HNH and Dennis Dart SLF/Plaxton Pointer MPD 
B26F 1548 HNH are on loan from Dawsonrentals, 
while Optare Excel R90 MMS has gone back. 


Aintree Coachline, Bootle 


Further to Buses October ABC Travel’s coaching unit 
was acquired from CMT, Aintree. The Volvo coaches 
acquired, K88, 888 ABC and C53F-bodied L20 ABC, 
are at Helms’ Eastham base in ABC livery with Aintree 
& Helms branding. 


Also acquired is rare Ward Dalesman/Van Hool C49Ft 
A449 VDW from Hardings, Huyton, while another 
Leyland Tiger/Plaxton is A53 HRE from Hulley, Baslow. 


Aintree Coachline also has Leyland National 2/B40F 
DOC 52V from Teamdeck, Honley, but Leyland Titan 
CUL 72V has been sold to Merseyline, Garston. 


Helms has former Fylde Borough Leyland Tiger/Duple 
Dominant DP47F B43 UCK is in stock ex-Blue 
Bus, Horwich. 


Alpine, Llandudno 


A new delivery is MAN 18.310 HOCL/Marcopolo 
Continental 340 C57F WS ALP. 


Bristol VRT/SL3/6LXB/ECW H43/31F YMB 517W is a 
recent arrival from Arriva Cymru, but older VR 

OBR 771T suffered severe fire damage on the A55 
near Bangor. Also acquired from Arriva Cymru are 
Mercedes-Benz 709D/Reeve Burgess B25F F212 DCC 
and ex-D&G Coaches Van Hool C52F-bodied Volvo 
B10M F808 TMD, new to Tellings Golden Miller. 


Ford R1114/Duple C53F PJC 630S and TCC 2T were 
used on Great Orme tours over the summer, although 
there had been an intention to use Bristol VRT/SL2 
open-topper HHH 272N. Alpine has also been providing 
a Great Orme Tramway bus replacement service, using 
former Arriva Cymru Mercedes-Benz F210/1/6 DCC. 


Dual purpose, usually coach seats/bus shell 


Double-decker 


Lowbridge double-decker (ie with side sunken gangway upstairs. 
All other types, with conventional gangways are H [Highbridge] 
regardless of overall height) 


Open-top 


CO Convertible open-top 


Seating capacity 


(For double-deckers this is shown with the upper-deck capacity first, eg 
43/30, indicating 43 ‘over’ 30. Where these are not known a total figure 


is given). 


Door position 


Front 
Rear 
Centre 


Dual doors 


When platform doors are fitted where these would not normally figure, 
usually on rear entrance buses, this is indicated by D after the door 
position. The letter ‘t’ after the door indicates the provision of a toilet 
whilst L after the door position shows that a wheelchair lift is fitted. 


Re-registrations 


Where a vehicle is re-registered its previous registration numbers follow 
in italic type, with the most recent given first where it has been 
registered more than once. 


Vehicle reports should be sent to 
J. G. Lidstone, 76 Thames Drive, Leigh-on-Sea, Essex SS9 2XD. 


Please mark your envelope ‘Fleet News’. 


Applebys, Conisholme, Lincs 


Leyland Atlantean AUP 368W and Leyland National 2 
GTO 704V have been transferred to the North Bank 
operation in Hull, while open-top Leyland Fleetline 
KMW 176P and Atlantean ORJ 366W have been sold 
to Shoreline Suncruisers in Scarborough. 


Arriva Colchester 


Volvo B10M-56/Plaxton Derwent B54F 3081 

(F153 KGS) has been received from the Shires & 
Essex at Luton and Leyland Olympian ONTL11/1R/Roe 
H43/29F 5380 (TPD 110X) from East Herts & 

Essex at Ware. 


Out go National Greenway 3305 (JIL 2195) and 
Leyland Swift 3335 (H350 PNO), reported as going to 
Arriva Southend for driver training, but actually attached 
to the Shires & Essex training unit. Greenway 3308 
(NIW 6508) has gone to Luton. 


Arriva Cymru 


Surprising transfers from Arriva North West's 
Merseyside fleet are Leyland Atlantean 
AN68D/1R/Alexander AL H43/32F DAL144-6 
(A144-6 HLV). 


New are Dennis Dart SLF/Plaxton Pointer MPDs 
SMC271/2 (X271/2 RFF), used on service X44. 


Mercedes-Benz 709D/Plaxton MMM798/9 

(J298/9 NNB) carried MMM298/9 for their first week. 
However all Mercedes-Benz 709Ds are now numbered 
in MMM7xx series and Varios in MMM8xx. MMM798 is 
B29F, MMC799 B27F. 


More 709Ds transferred from elsewhere in Arriva are 
Plaxton B23F-bodied MMM705/6 (M205/6 SKE) from 
Arriva Southern Counties, along with Plaxton-bodied 
Leyland Tigers, TRCTL11/3RH/C49Ft CTL339 

(UJI 2339, C894 YKJ, XSV 689, C202 PPE), 
TRCTL11/2RH/C55F CTL895 (YSU 897, A140 EPA) 
and TRCTL11/2R/C53F CTL990 (AEF 990Y) for a 
newly-won schools contract. From Arriva Midlands 
North comes Leyland Swift/Reeve Burgess B35F 
G727 RGA, used on former D&G services. 


More Bristol VRT/SL8s withdrawn are DVG516/27 
(YMB 516W, BMA 527W). Crosville — whose former 
Welsh operations form the bulk of this fleet's activities 
— once had Britain’s largest Bristol/ECW fleet, with 
1,200 vehicles in the early 1960s when 100% 
standardisation was achieved briefly. Only three closed 
top VRs remain, all at Aberystwyth. They are 
DVG518/22 (YMB 518W, BMA 522W), which were 
reinstated for the autumn school term, and DVG524 
(BMA 524W). Other withdrawals are Mercedes 
minibuses MMM229, 369/74/6/7 (G229 FJC etc), 
MMM645/76 (E45 UKL, G76 PKR). 


Leyland Tiger STL42 (A42 SMA) and Leyland Lynx 
SLC276 (F276 AWW) have gone to Arriva Midlands 
North, while sales of redundant stock have seen VR 
DVG517 (YMB 517W), Mercedes-Benz MMM212 
(F212 DCC) and Volvo B10M CVV808 (F808 TMD) 
pass to Alpine, Llandudno, Lynx SLC116 (E116 UTX) to 
McKindless, Wishaw, Leyland Olympians DOL104, 401 
(A104 OUG, YWX 401X) and Mercedes-Benz 
MMMO002, 215/7/24 (D219 SKD, F215/7 DCC, 

F424 EJC) to Lister, Bolton (dealer), MMM242, 
351/2/71/3, 676 (G242 GCC, G151/2/71/3 FJC, 

G76 PKR) to Blythswood, Glasgow (dealer), Volvo 
B10Ms CVV592/3 (HIL 7592/3) to Fleetlink, Mossley 
(dealer), L608D REC3 (C221 EKJ) and DVG527 sold 
for scrap, DVG533 (DCA 533X) go to Goodwin, Carlton 
(dealer) also for scrap. MMM220 (F220 DCC) and 
MMM676 have gone to First Stop, Renfrew, 


Arriva London MCW Metrobus KYO 626X evidently 
failed to impress at Aberystwyth and was sent off to 
Arriva Yorkshire. 


Arriva East Herts & Essex 


MCW Metrobuses M756/82, 1404 (KYV 756/82X, 
C404 BUV) have arrived from London. Mercedes-Benz 
Vario 0.810/Plaxton Beaver 2 B27F 2191-3 (R191- 

3 DNM) have gone to Southend. Talbot Freeway 2325 
(L805 OVX) is with Mitchell, Plean and Leyland 
Olympian ONLXB/1R/ECW H45/32F 5376 (MUH 286X) 
has been withdrawn. 


Arriva Fox County 


The Dennis Dart SLFs at Derby are confirmed as 2226- 
9/31-8 (W226 SNR etc) with Alexander ALX200 B40F 
bodywork. 2228/9/31-3/5-8 are branded for services 
60/61 (Derby-Chellaston), 68 (Derby-Melbourne) and 
69/A (Derby-Swadlincote). 2239/41-4/6-9/51 (W239 
SNR etc) are Dart SLF/Plaxton Pointer MPDs based at 
Leicester (2239/41-4/6-8) and Derby (2249/51). 


The days of this fleet's surviving Leyland National 
Greenways may be drawing to a close with the transfer 
of the first Leyland Lynx for Fox County, 
LX112L10ZR1S/B49F F275 AWW from 

Arriva Yorkshire. 


Arriva London 


As expected, new DAF DB250s DLA215-23 are 
registered X415-9 FGP, X501 GGO, X421-3 FGP. They 
have Alexander ALX400 H43/21D bodywork and are 

at Croydon. 

MCW Metrobuses M756/82, 1404 (KYV 756/82X, 

C404 BUV) have gone to Arriva East Herts & Essex. All 
of the ex-Grey-Green Olympians, 401-10/2-5 

(H101 GEV etc) are with Arriva North West on 
Merseyside. Also withdrawn are MCW Metrorider/B23F 
MR102/4 (F102/4 YVP). 


Arriva Midlands North 


Crewe is reported due to receive new Dennis Dart 
SLF/Plaxton Pointer MPDs for service 6 (Brookhouse 
Estate-Leighton Hospital) for a quality bus partnership 
with Cheshire County Council. 


The recently-acquired Leyland Lynxes from Arriva 
Yorkshire are being used to oust the remaining Leyland 
Nationals. Further fleetnumbers allocated to these 
buses are 1027-34 (G49 CVC, G108 OUG, G329 NUM, 
F280 AWW, F117 XTX, F276 AWW, G327 NUM, 

G109 OUG), leaving G110 OUG without an identified 
fleetnumber. Most were delivered to Cannock for pre- 
service attention; 1022 (E265 WUB) is in use at 
Stafford and 1024/5/8/33 at Shrewsbury. Nationals 
withdrawn are 647 (PUK 647R), last Gardner-engined 
examples 859/63/73/8/83/91/2 (TPE 159/638, 

GMB 373/8/83T, KMA 401/2T) and Cummins- 
repowered 939 (PUK 639R). Oswestry’s National 
Greenway 875 (LFR 875X) has become a driver trainer. 
Leyland Swift/Reeve Burgess Harrier 1139 (G727 RGA) 
has been transferred to Arriva Cymru. 

Leyland Olympian 1972 (A172 VFM) sustained 
extensive damage in a recent collision with a lorry. 
Renault-Dodge S56s 330-8 (H330-2, 433, 334-8 DHA) 
were all sold initially to Trent Valley, Rugeley (dealer) — 
338 is another to appear with Scotway, Paisley. 


Arriva North West 


Merseyside has new Volvo B6BLE/Wright Crusader 2 
B39F 2801-9/11/2 (X801-9/11/2 XJA) at St Helens. A 
further nine are on order. Also expected are 59 Dennis 
Dart SLF/Plaxton Pointer and, as reported in July ‘Fleet 
News’, 30 10.8m DAF SB120CS/Wright Cadet. 


Ex-MTL Leyland Atlanteans renumbered into 3xxx 
series (for full list, see October ‘Fleet News’) have had 
their fleetnumber plates stripped off, but not all had 
new transfers applied. Atlanteans 3009/11/30/7, 3980/2 
are stored at Southport while 1064-6 (A144-6 HLV) are 
with Arriva Cymru as its DAL144-6. 


Further to the last two issues, Leyland Olympians 
0172-5 are now 3172-5, while Metrobuses 0801-28 are 
3801-28. Northern Counties-bodied Dennis Darts 1120- 
3 (L120/5/6/61 YVK) are at St Helens and Carlyle- 
bodied 1135 (H95 MOB) is the former MTL 7495, now 
at Warrington ex-pool at Bootle. 


All of the ex-Arriva London North East Leyland 
Olympians have arrived; they are 
ON2R50C16Z4/Northern Counties H47/30F and are 
numbered 3101-10/2-5 (H101 GEV etc). All apart from 
3102 entered service in London red ‘cow horns’ livery. 


The last remaining ex-Nova Scotia Leyland Fleetlines, 
472/5/6/81/4 (WJl 3502/5, 6156, GAJ 136/9V), and 
surviving MCW Metrobus 772 (WJI 6162) have been 
sold, 772 to A1 Travel, Speke. 


Arriva Southend AA 


Further double-deck losses to East Herts & Essex are 
Leyland Olympians 5373/81 (MUH 283/1X) and coach- 
seated 5384 (A110 FDL), despatched to cover Town & 
Country work. Rather unsatisfactory replacements in 
exchange are Mercedes-Benz Vario 0.810/Plaxton 
Beaver 2 B27F 2191-3 (R191-3 DNM). Minibuses are 
now appearing on former double-deck workings, with 
consequent capacity problems. 


Service 7/8 route-branded Dennis Tridents appear 
regularly on other services (non-branded Tridents on 
7/8 too); combined with a lack of local publicity, the 
potential impact of these welcome new double-deckers 
has been reduced. 


For decades, Southend upheld high standards for 
indicator displays, but ex-East Herts & Essex Dennis 
Darts 3352/3 (J402/3 XVX) and Mercedes 709Ds 2086- 
8 (L326-8 AUT) have been operating since acquisition 
with neither destination blinds nor substitute labels; 
3352-4 still carry East Herts & Essex ‘descriptors’, not 
‘serving Southend’. 


Thanks to Geoff Mills, disposals of the last 
Leyland/Daimler Fleetlines are confirmed as 5321/34/6 
(XTE 221V, MRJ 234/6W) with damaged 5340 

(MRJ 240W) for spares to De Courcey, Coventry; 
5333/8 (MRJ 233/8W) to Stephenson, Rochford 
(dealer), 5338 retained in Stephenson's operational 
fleet; 5335/42 (MRJ 235/42W) and 5343/5/6 (Q553, 
475/6 MEV) to Trustline, Potters Bar for rail 
replacement work (including last August's Victoria Line 
Underground replacement); 5344/7 (Q554/2 MEV) to 
Pegg, Liverpool and 5339/41 (MRJ 239/41W) to Ford, 
Althorne. To clarify matters, 5342 was the last 33ft 
Fleetline built. 


| am pleased to report that the new owner of Leyland 
Titan PD3/6 336 (CUN 436C) has acquired the 
immaculate seats from formerly-preserved now-playbus 
335 (CJN 435C). It is expected that 336 will be ready 
for next year’s rally season. 


Arriva Southern Counties AA 


Several vehicles have been moved between different 
constituent companies. Mercedes-Benz 711D/Plaxton 
Beaver B27F MM476/7/9/80 (P476 DPE etc) have 
gone from Croydon & North Surrey to Kent & Sussex at 
Tunbridge Wells (renumbered 1476 etc). Volvo B6s 
3614/5 (M614/5 PKP) have moved the other way, to 
Merstham. Leyland Olympian 5768 (H768 EKJ) is back 
at Gillingham from New Enterprise, Metrobus M586 
(GYE 586W) has gone from Arriva West Sussex to 
New Enterprise while Volvo Olympian 5565 

(L565 YCU) has transferred from Maidstone to Kent 
Thameside at Northfleet. 


Following the exile of Mercedes-Benz Vario 0.814s 
1101-9 (R101-9 TKO) to Arriva Cymru, 1110/3/6/7 
(R110 TKO etc) have also been withdrawn. Leyland 
Tigers TP91 (AEF 990Y), 2174 (YSU 897) and 2214 
(UJ! 2339) has also passed to Arriva Cymru. Optare 
MetroRider 1970 (J97 JNL) has gone to UK Bus 
Dismantlers, Bromyard (dealer). 


Repainted Metrobuses M611, M1263/75/80 have had 
their fleetnumbers simplified to 1211/63/75/80. 


Bristol VR 5111 (PKM 111R) has joined the fleet of 
Prirodni Svet of Chlumec, Czech Republic, where it 
was to operate until the end of November in connection 
with the Czech Senate election campaign. Thanks to 
Diana Abu Zummar for news of this unusual sale. 


Arriva Yorkshire AA 


It is reported that the recently-delivered Volvo B7TL 
double-deckers were the first vehicles taken out of use 
during the September fuel crisis, owing to their higher 
fuel consumption. Leyland Lynxes, Leyland Olympians 
and Dennis Darts substituted. Another Lynx withdrawn 
is 275 (F275 AWW), now with Arriva Fox County. As 
already reported under that operator's heading, 
Mercedes-Benz 811D 777 (L779 RWW) has gone to 
Arriva North West. 
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Aston Express, Killamarsh, S Yorks 


Optare Solo/B32F demonstrator T789 KNW has been 
on loan. 

An acquisition is Leyland Lynx 
LX1126LXCTRF1S/B49F SIL 7486 (£254 TUB) ex- 
EasiRider (Singh), Huddersfield. Also added to stock is 
Mercedes-Benz 609D/Reeve Burgess C24F C140 KVV. 
Following the expiry of school contracts, the only 
double-decker remaining is Fleetline DD4 (WJ! 6158, 
TVP 8768S). As expected the rest have been sold, 
Leyland Fleetline DD1 (SDA 634S) to TM Travel, Old 
Tupton, DD2 (SDA 5158S) to a dealer, DD3 (WJ! 6160, 
TVP 8718S) to Tim Draper Travel, Derbyshire and 
Leyland Atlantean DD5 (VBA 1618) to City 

Central, Hull. 


Avon Coaches, Prenton, Wirral 


Leyland Titan A962 SYE has gone to Inland Travel, 
Flimwell, East Sussex. 


Bank View Travel, 
Poulton-le-Fylde, Lancs 


Former Greater Manchester MCW Metrobus ANA 159Y 
is in stock ex-Holmeswood, Rufford, repainted yellow 
and white and given large Bank View School 

Bus lettering. 


Barnsley & District YT 


Leyland National 2 APT 125W is in livery and 
numbered 220, followed by ex-Yorkshire Traction 
National 2 NL116AL11/1R/B52F 221 (LWE 229W). 


MCW Metrorider D529 SKY has been acquired from 
Road Car as a source of spare parts. 

Leyland Nationals 115/7 (YWG 464T, XAK 458T) have 
been withdrawn, 115 joining 118/60 (PTT 87R, NTV 
729M) with Rhodes, Barnsley for conversion into film 
unit mobile canteens. The last three Mk1 Nationals, 
113/32/3 (YWG 460T, JBN 947N, AYJ 90T), have been 
sold along with 114/6 (YWG 461T, DET 471V) to 
Halifax Joint Committee. 


Bebb, Llantwit Fardre 


New are Mercedes-Benz O.814/Autobus DP31F 

X89, 91 CNY. 

Kassbohrer Setra S250/C44Ft ECZ 4632/4/5/7, 9142/3, 
new here as R32/4/5/7 ADW, R42/3 EDW have been 
on loan from Evobus, and then re-acquired. R35 ADW 
has been re-registered again, to TIL 4035. 

Varios R89, 91 GWO have passed to Midwest, 
Cheltenham (dealer) and Plaxton Expressliner-bodied 
Volvo B10Ms S45-9 UBO have gone to Volvo, 
Loughborough (dealer). 


Birmingham Coach Company, 
Tividale 


The 24 ex-Metroline Dennis Lance/Northern Counties 
Paladin B37D are K301-6/8/10—4/6-8/20/1/3- 
5/7/8/30/1 YJA. Most had entered service by late- 
October. Also in stock is Scania K113CRB/Van Hool 
Alizée B172 AAG. 

Leyland Nationals RYG 768R and JIL 5279 have been 
repainted with route branding for service 16. 


Blackburn Transport 


In addition to the ex-Stagecoach Selkent buses listed 
last month, three ex-Lothian Leyland Olympian/ECW 
(the first identified is OFS 684Y) have been acquired 
for newly-won schools work and until they are ready, 
former London MCW-bodied MCW Metrobuses 

BYX 147V, GYE 556W and OJD 879Y have been on 
loan from Ensignbus, Purfleet (dealer). 


Blackpool Transport 


DAF SB220/Optare Deltas 120/32/3 (H120 CHG, 
H2/3 FBT) are the latest to go through refurbishment. 


Following withdrawal of services 77 and 193, Optare 
MetroRiders 586/7 (N586/7 GRN) have been withdrawn 
— the first to go — and placed in store at Marton. Ex- 
Fylde Leyland Atlanteans 495/6 (RHG 95T, XHG 96V) 
have joined 469/75/9/80/3/95/6 (SRJ 757R, SIB 8405, 
HRN 99, 100/3N) in store at Marton. Older 454 

(ARH 307K) is in preservation and is to be restored to 
Blue Buses livery. 


Volkswagen LT55/Optare CityPacer 559 (E559 GFR) 
has gone to McKindless, Wishaw as a seat store. 
Similar 573 (F573 RCW) is with a Lytham owner. 
Optare Excel 204 (N204 LCK) has passed to 
Ludlow, Halesowen, similar 207/8 (N207/8 LCK) to 
Docherty, Irvine. 


The last Leyland Titan PD3 owned, 907 (HFR 507E), 
has been sold to Mac Tours, Cockenzie, where it 
rejoins 532 (DHC 7846), the ex-Eastbourne PD2 never 
happy here, exchanged with the popular 532 

(LFR 532F) — which in turn was never popular in 
Eastbourne. 907 is to retain its roof. 


Blackpool Borough Council's tramway permanent way 
gang bus Leyland Atlantean PNU 114K has been sold 
(thought for preservation) and its replacement is 
marginally newer ex-Fylde Atlantean 492 (NIW 6492, 
DRH 327L), renumbered 262 but in its later Blackpool 
livery. Similar 489 (RIB 4089, SRH 329L) is the 
replacement for Leyland Titan PD3 506 (HFR 506E), 
which is expected to be sold as a source of spare parts 
only. It's the only PD3 equipped with toilet and galley in 
regular use in the UK — unless you know otherwise. 


Black Prince, Morley 


More ex-Nottingham Alexander H47/31F-bodied 
N112DRBs are 702/5 (F702/5 JCN). Like 701/3/4 
reported last month, they were new to Kentish Bus and 
sold north in 1992. All are at work in Nottingham 
green/cream with Black Prince fleetnames. 

Ex-MTL Scania 810 (J810 HMC) and ex-Luton & 
District Leyland Lynx 603 are both now in red/yellow 
fleet livery. 


Bluebird, Middleton 


Mercedes-Benz Vario 0.810/Plaxton Beaver 2 B31F 
$925 SVM has come from Universal Buses, 
Chadderton and been re-registered S11 BLU. Scania 
N113DRB/East Lancs Cityzen 4 (V4 BLU) has been 
repainted orange with overall promotional lettering as a 
fun bus for weekend parties, hen and stag night 
celebrations. 


Repaints have commenced into the new two-tone blue 
livery; Dennis Dart SLF/Wright 50 (P50 BLU) is an 
early recipient. Vehicles in the previous scheme are 
receiving new-style fleetnames — unusually in four 
colours (yellow, blue, green or pink). 


Opposite: 

As part of the rapid 
modernisation of Arriva 
North West's fleet, 14 
Northern Counties- 
bodied Leyland 
Olympians have been 
transferred from Arriva 
London North East. 
Most, including 3101 
(H101 GEV) seen in 
Manchester Piccadilly, 
have entered service in 
London red. In their 10 
years, these buses have 
now served in three 
fleets — starting with 
County Bus, then going 
with their original route 
contract to Grey Green 
which subsequently 
became Arriva London 
North East. 

JOHN YOUNG 


Left: 

Bluebird, Middleton 
Alexander-bodied 
MCW Metrobus 

D678 MHS — new to 
Kelvin Scottish and with 
Stevensons of Uttoxeter 
until acquired by 
Bluebird last year — in 
central Manchester, 
ahead of Scania fun 
bus V4 BLU. 

JOHN YOUNG 


A3 


ENGLAND & WALES 


Cambridgeshire Police’s 
former Stagecoach 
Leyland Titan, 

NUW 598Y, seen in 
London’s Parliament 
Square on 23 September 
while on delivery to its 
new owner. 

JOHN P. ROBINSON 
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Blue Bus, Horwich 


The other new Dennis Dart MPD is 14 (X14 BLU). 
Though X13 LUE appeared numbered 0, it is actually 
13. Alexander-bodied Dart SLF demonstrator 

928 FMS has been purchased, numbered 28 and 
painted in livery. 


Brecks International, Rotherham 


The Travel West Midlands MCW Metrobuses BOK 80V 
and GOG 270W noted last month replace former 
Manchester Daimler Fleetlines YNA 330/46M. 


Brighton & Hove GA 


Another 24 Dennis Tridents have been ordered but with 
Plaxton President bodywork instead of Brighton & 
Hove’s usual East Lancs, which has been standard on 
double-deckers for 12 years. A new Plaxton-bodied 
Volvo coach is also due for the 2001 season. 


The programme to modify Dennis Tridents has been 
completed so ‘float’ Nottingham Scania 351 
(L351 MRR) has again returned. 


Scania N113DRB 730 (G730 RYJ) is another to be 
refurbished and repainted, while Dennis Dart 97 
(N217 NPN) remains away at Plaxtons. 


Renault S75s 419/22 have gone to Brighton & Hove 
Council; 419’s services 13 and 35 are to be worked by 
Dennis Darts in future and 422’s Hillside contract is no 
longer a Brighton & Hove operation. 


Leyland National 2s 150/2-7 (C450 OAP etc), Leyland 
Lynxes 187/95 (E447 FWB, G995 GWV) and 
Mercedes-Benz 811Ds 347/50/9 (F47 XPR, 

G50/9 BEL) have all gone to Stephenson, Rochford 
(dealer). The remains of Leyland National 2 151 
(C451 OAP) have also been taken away. 


Brylaine, Boston 


Former Lothian dual-door Leyland Lynxes H187/8 OSG 
have been acquired and, like the balance of this unique 
batch now with Rossendale, they are being converted 
to standard single-door B51F. They were the only 
production home-market two-door Lynxes. 


Bryn Melyn, Llangollen 


Leyland/Roe Royal Tiger Doyen SIW 8268 is in stock 
ex-Roberts, Aberystwyth and is now allover pale 
metallic blue. Mercedes-Benz L608D/Reeve Burgess 
D92 VCC is re-registered 1045 MM and Dormobile- 
bodied Mercedes-Benz 814D L495 XNR has been sold. 


Cambridgeshire Constabulary 


| am grateful to fleet manager John P. Robinson for 
news that former Stagecoach Selkent Leyland Titan 
TNLXB2RR NUW 598Y has been acquired and 
converted into a mobile police station (a first, | believe), 
also functioning as a mobile communications unit, with 
revised H16/7D layout. This purchase follows the loan 
of OHV 679Y from Ensign, Purfleet (dealer) for 
evaluation. It now wears a blue and white livery in 
similar fashion to the former Southend livery (but with 
police markings added) and fleetnumber T598 is 
retained, neatly with HQ as a depot code on its London 
running-plate holder. 


Carr, Pluckley, Kent 


Leyland Titan TNLXB2RR/Leyland H44/26D A907 SYE 
is in stock from London Central. 


Cass, Moreton, Wirral 


Former Greater Manchester Leyland Atlantean 
ANA 627Y is at work in orange, brown and white. 


Castle Buses, Speke, Liverpool 


Former Crosville Leyland Tiger C70 JTU is in stock. 


Chambers, Bures, Suffolk 


Mercedes-Benz 811D/Marshall DP33F P325 TGS has 
been acquired from Fosseway, Chippenham. 

Leyland Olympian G760 VRT, bought new, has been 
sold to Starline, Watford. Also withdrawn are Talbot 
Pullman F246 HNE and F779 LNB. 


Chester City Transport 


Renault-Dodge S56 238 (E38 YFM), converted 
as a fitters’ van, has passed to Brookside 
Promotions, Liverpool. 


Chiltern Queens, Woodcote 


Ex-Oxford Bus Company Optare MetroRider 
G783 WFC has been acquired. 


Chumber, Wolverhampton 


Ex-Wessex Leyland National 11351A/1R/B49F 
RKA 869T and ex-Road Car Renault-Dodge 
S$56/Reeve Burgess B25F D125 OWG have 
been acquired. 
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Citybus, Toxteth, Liverpool 


Ex-Arriva Southern Counties MCW Metrobus 
Mk2/MCW H46/31F A209 OK is in stock as is ex- 
Arriva Southend Dennis Dominator/East Lancs 
DPH43/25F F631 BKD. 


Leyland National GUW 489W has been extensively 
refurbished and rebuilt with a remodelled front end 
(rear also) with deep moulded bumpers. 


Leyland Lynx D382 MWN has been withdrawn, Nationals 
LUA 325V and DDW 430W and MCW Metrorider 
E144 TBO being scrapped. 


City Central, Hull 


At work here are Leyland Atlantean/Northern 
Counties VBA 161S, new to Greater Manchester and 
ex-Aston Express, Killamarsh, Leyland National 

PIL 7012 (GMB 3867) new to Crosville and ex- 
Pilkington, Accrington, along with Bristol VRT/SL3 
UDM 448V also new to Crosville. 


Clynnog & Trevor, Trefor 


Volvo B10M-62/Jonckheere Mistral 50 C49Ft 
W247 OCC is new. 


CMT Buses, Aintree 


Leyland Nationals withdrawn are 1038/41/81/93 
(HSC 109/12T, LPB 212P, ERP 555T) with 1072/92 
(SOC 266R, ERP 553T) taken out of service 

and stored. 


Former Stagecoach Selkent Leyland Olympians 
C811 BYY and C55 CHM have returned to Ensignbus, 
Purfleet (dealer) after a period on loan. 


The Coachmasters, Rochdale 


Ex-London Central Leyland Titans OHV 715Y, 

A647 THV, A906/36/57 SYE and B85/8 WUV have 
been acquired. A936 SYE came from West Kent 
Coaches and A906 SYE from Ensign, Purfleet (dealer). 


Cooper, Killamarsh, S Yorks 


Former Glenton Tours AEC Reliance/Plaxton Supreme 
LYH 148P has been acquired for preservation. It 
features the centre-entrance synonymous with that 
quality touring fleet, but rare by 1975 when it was new. 
It had most recently been with Memory Lane Coaches, 
Golborne, near Warrington. 


Dennis’s, Dukinfield 


Two more Dennis Dennises are East Lancs Lolyne- 
bodied Tridents DT2, 3 (X792/3 JHG), which have been 
painted in red/grey livery. The red and yellow livery 
carried by similar DT1 (p46 Buses September) 
apparently provoked some comment from First 
Pennine, and it too is expected to become red 

and grey. 


The Eagre, Morton 


Another MCW Metrobus acquired is DR102/MCW 
H43/30F KJW 313W from Travel West Midlands. 


East Yorkshire EY 


Leyland Tiger coaches 5, 6 (546, 46 EYB) were re- 
registered A413/5 TAG following delivery of Dennis 
Trident/Alexander ALX400s 660/1 (546, 46 EYB), while 
Tigers 21/7 have reverted to A521 EVN and CRH 182X 
from 794 EYD and 665 EYL, now carried by Hull coach 
unit’s recently-acquired Volvo B10M/Van Hool Alizées 
89, 90 (L630 PSF, P555 GSM). Meanwhile Leyland 
Tiger/Plaxton Paramount 86 (IIL 9170) has been 
registered DDZ 236 and ex-Hardwicks East Lancs 
DP47F-rebodied Leyland Leopard has reverted to 
PNW 336W. 


Volvo/Plaxton Expressliners 59, 60 (J159/60 HAT) have 
returned from loan to Finglands and are in the main 
coaching, rather than National Express fleet. 


National Greenways 256-8 (IIL 2156-8) remained in 
use in September at Easington, Scarborough and 
Bridlington respectively, but 256 has since been 
delicensed, joining 255/60 (IIL 2155/60) out of service. 
Similar 259 (IIL 2159, EAT 1867) has become driver 
trainer 9906. 


For the autumn school term, Bristol VRs 512/3 

(PAG 512/3W) and former Cleveland Transit Northern 
Counties-rebodied Leyland Atlanteans 917/8 

(NJl 1250/1, SDC 138H, SXG 50H) were transferred to 
Scarborough & District along with Park Royal-bodied 
Atlantean 938 (UNA 8488S) from Finglands. 


Withdrawn Bristol VRT/SL3s 526 (WKH 526X), 
708/25/76/87 (PUF 584R, BPT 9258S, XAK 907T, 

LAK 937W) have passed to PVS, Barnsley (dealer) and 
another VR withdrawn is 796 (HWJ 931W), but 821 
(MEF 821W) has been transferred to Bridlington. Volvo 
B58/Duple Dominant Il C57F 76 (GGD 671T) has been 
sold to Direct Coach Sales. 


BUSES 


Ensignbus, Purfleet 


Steve Newman kindly reports that AEC Regent III 
RT3232 (KYY 961) is undergoing restoration and it is 
understood it will reappear in blue/silver again rather 
than the Green Line livery in which it was originally 
restored. Ex-London & Country RT3775 (NLE 882) is 
also blue. However, another (which has lost its original 
registration mark) is being refurbished and repainted in 
traditional London red for film and special charter work. 


Finglands, Rusholme EY 


There are four Volvo B7TLs with Plaxton President 
H45/28F bodywork, 1761-4 (X761-4 ABU). They have 
electronically-wound Bright-Tech Powerblinds with 
destination/numeral at side and front and just numeral 
at rear, and low floor branding. The two Dennis 
Tridents on order will replace Leyland Atlanteans 
1753/5 (ANA 637/9Y). 


With the arrival of ex-Trent Buses Volvo Citybuses 
1706-9 (F610/11/8/9 GVO), the remaining Atlanteans 
have been relegated to reserve status, often appearing 
on the company’s football specials for Manchester 
United and Manchester City matches. 


Volvo B10M/Plaxton Expressliners 59, 60 
(J159/60 HAT) have returned off loan to East Yorkshire. 


First Beeline FG 


One of the new batch of Dennis Dart SLF/Alexander 
ALX200 (not yet identified) was badly damaged in 
when it stopped on a level crossing at Pooley Green, 
Surrey, in October and was hit by an empty South West 
Trains electric unit which was derailed by the impact. 
Fortunately, the driver was able to evacuate the bus 
and no-one was hurt. 

Ex-First Glasgow Volvo Olympian/Alexander 178 

(P178 TGD) was noted on delivery in allover white, in 
readiness for overall advertising, as applied to 177/9. 
Leyland Lynx 803 (D751 DLO) has joined the others of 
this type with First Southampton, Wright-bodied Dennis 
Darts 82-4, 93/4 (JDZ 2382 etc) have gone to First 
Provincial while Leyland Olympians 501-7 (F172-6 LBL, 
G55/6 XLO) and Leyland National LS472 (GUW 472W) 
have gone to First Eastern Counties. 


First Bradford FG 


Further Volvo B7TL/Alexander ALX400 H49/29F 
delivered were 5768 (W768 DWX) and 5749/63/4/6/7 
(X749 VUA etc); 5770 (X770 VUA) was damaged 
before entering traffic and was returned to Alexander 
for repairs. 

Alexander-bodied Dennis Trident demonstrator 

V929 FMS has been returned. 

Withdrawn Leyland Olympians 5021/3/6/83/6/8 
(CUB 21/3/6Y, A83/6/8 KUM) have been reinstated, 
although 5021 was not used initially and 5086 was 
loaned to First Leeds at Bramley for schools work. 
5029/41/2/7 have been despatched to First York. 
Olympians 5024/5/8/31/40/5/77 (CUB 24/5/8, 31, 
40/5Y, EWY 77Y) have gone to First Southern 
National and 5046/81/2 (CUB 46Y, EWY 81Y, 

A82 KUM) to First Mainline. 


First Calderline FG 


MCW Metrobus DR102/21/MCW H43/30F 7610 

(SND 104X) has been acquired from First Manchester, 
but ANA 175Y (acquired for spares from the same 
source) has been returned. 

Leyland Fleetlines 7237/46 (TWH 692T, BVR 67T) 
have been sold to PVS, Carlton (dealer) for scrap. 
Leyland Tiger TRCTL11/3ARZA/Plaxton Paramount 
3200 Ill C53F 1619 (F619 XWY) has been transferred 
to First PMT. 


First Capital FG 


New Marshall-bodied Dennis Dart SLFs are DM688- 
90/7-700 (X688/9 HLF, X501 JLO, X697-9 HLF, 

X502 JLO), which are B24D, and B28D DML729-38 
(X729 HLF, X503 JLO, X731-8 HLF, X504 JLO, 
X741-5 HLF). 

Mercedes-Benz 811Ds 603/4/11-3 (F803/4 RHK, J611- 
3 HMF) have returned from loan to First Thamesway. 


First CentreWest FG 


The programme to reduce the seating of the DML-class 
Dennis Dart SLFs to B33F has been completed. 
Leyland National 2 LS504 (GUW 504W) has gone to 
First Eastern Counties. It has a Volvo engine and was 
latterly used by First Beeline as a driver trainer. 


First Cymru FG 


Withdrawals to note are of Leyland Tiger 169, DAF 
MB230s 188/9/92 (F921 FCY, LIL 5069, 948 RJO) and 
Mercedes-Benz L608Ds 242 (D242 LCY) and 264. 
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First Eastern Counties FG 


Leyland Olympian ONCL10/1RZ cascaded from First 
Beeline are Northern Counties H45/29F-bodied F172- 
6 LBL and Alexander H47/28F-bodied G55/6 XLO. Also 
transferred is former First CentreWest driver training 
Leyland National 2 (Volvo-engined) GUW 504W. 
Mercedes-Benz Varios 807-11 (P807-11 REX) have 
gone to First Glasgow 


First Eastern National FG 


Although they carry FirstGroup fleetnames, ex-Go 
North East ECW-bodied Olympians 5001-4 

(JTY 371/82/95X) are owned by a separate Phoenix 
Student Travel company which is not part of 
FirstGroup (q.v.). 


First Leeds FG 


New Volvo B7TL/Alexander ALX400 H49/29F 5771-85 
(W771-4/87/76/88 KBT, X791-8 NWR) are all at 
Bramley, 5781-5 having been expected at Cherry Row. 
Just to confuse, 5777 entered service on loan to 

First Bradford. 


Ex-First Glasgow Volvo Olympians 5316-27 are being 
retrimmed at Mainline Engineering in Rotherham. 
5316/7/23 were repainted before use but 5318/9/21 
were noted at work in First Glasgow allover red. 


Inter-company transfers see MCW Metrobuses 7521/2 
and Scania N113DRBs 8001/2 join main-fleet stock at 
Kirkstall ex-Quickstep, but Dennis Darts 3260-3 and 
Leyland Atlantean 6335 went to Quickstep from 
Bramley, 3279 from Cherry Row. 


Dennis Dart/Alexander 3228/39 (M228/39 VWW), 
Leyland Atlantean/Roe 6226/42/3/56/8/68/75/9 
(KWY 226/42/3V, PUA 256/8/68/75/9W) and MCW. 
Metrobuses 7601-5 (F601-5 XWY) , the Metrobuses 
passing to First Manchester. 


Accident-damaged Dart 3239 has been broken up at 
Kirkstall after cannibalisation. Atlanteans 6218/23/75/83 
(KWY 218/23V, PUA 275/83W) have gone to PVS, 
Carlton (dealer) for scrap. 


First Leicester FG 


An unusual arrival has been of Dennis Dorchester 
SDA806/Alexander TC DP47F A205 UYS from First 
Glasgow; initially expected to become a driver trainer, it 
is more likely to be cannibalised. The driver training 
school also has ex-First Southern National Ford 
Transit/Robin Hood B16F C930 GYD, downseated to 
B8F for assessing potential new drivers and 
route-learning. 

All Mercedes-Benz minis are receiving cooling grilles in 
their bonnet lids, 501-3/7/9 being first. 


Just before the autumn school term, no fewer than 48 
vehicles were delicensed at Abbey Park Road, 
comprising Dennis Dominators 42/5/9, 50/2/8, 61/2/4- 
6/8, 141/2/79, Bristol VRs 47 and 76, Mercedes-Benz 
0.405 505, Dennis Falcon 628, Dorchester A205 UYS 
and minibuses 701-3/7/10-2/4/31/6/46/8-50/8- 
61/8/83/4/6/8/91/3-5. 

Quite a few heads turned when privately-owned 
Scania-MCW Metropolitans 286 and 302 (GJF 286, 
302N) returned home to Abbey Park Road. 


First Mainline FG 


Articulated bus operation returned briefly to Sheffield 
when First Leeds Volvo B10LA/Wright Fusion AB55D 
1115 (V115 LVH) was on loan at Olive Grove on 

service 60 (Sheffield Interchange-Crimicar Lane).A year 
after the Leyland-DAB artics were withdrawn, 2001/6 
have been in store at First Calderline in Halifax. 


First Leicester Volvo B7TL/Alexander ALX400 217 
(W217 XBD) has been used at Doncaster on 

service X78, Dennis Dart SPD 534 going to Leicester 
in exchange. 


Further Leyland Olympian ONLXB/1R/Roe H47/29F 
from First Bradford are CUB 46Y, EWY 81Y, A82 KUM. 
Similar 2601-6 reported last month are listed in reserve 
along with Mercedes-Benz 140, Renault-Dodge 360 
and Dennis Dominators 2491/3/4. Renault S75 335 
(G335 NWB) is working at Rotherham in allover white 
ex-reserve. Dominators 2120/46/54/62/3 are also back 
in use ex-reserve. 


Volvo B6LEs 456-9/61, B10Ms 663-6/70, 771-5 and 
B10BLEs 781-5 and 850-79 have been branded for the 
Overground network introduced on 10 August. 


Heritage fleet Roe-bodied Leyland Titan PD2/30 1156 
(3156 WE) sustained roof damage on its way home 
from Huddersfield recently with repairs quickly 
executed at Rotherham workshops. 


Withdrawn for disposal are Renault S75s 102/5 

(HDZ 5442/51), Renault S56s 331/9/41 (G331 NWB 
etc) and 352/82 (H352/82 UWB), Dominators 2163/287 
(NKU 163X, UWJ 287Y). S75 107 (HDZ 5488), S56s 
337/47 (G337 NWB, H347 RKU), unused ex-London 
MCW Metrobuses 1960-8 and Dominators 2273 

(SDT 273Y) and 2492 have been sold. . 


First Manchester FG 


More new Volvo B10BLE/Wright Renown are 684-6/8- 
99 (X684-6/8-99 ADK). Cascades from these will see 
all Scania single-deckers allocated to Bolton, with many 
early Wright-bodied B10BLE ‘Superbuses’ reallocated 
to Wigan. 


First Northampton FG 


Back from a spell at Leicester is Volvo B10M/Plaxton 
coach 11 (SSU 837) and similar 7 (N878 EAK) has 
been re-registered BTL 655, formerly carried by 
Leyland Tiger coach 20. 


First PMT FG 


The new Optare Solos for service 66 at Adderley 
Green are 89, 91-9 (X289/91-9 FFA). Also new are 
Dennis Dart SLF/Alexander ALX200 B37F 991-5 
(X991-5 XFA) four for Quality Partnership service 16 
(Chester-Saltney), their reserved W-SVT marks 
being voided. 


Although First Pennine’s Dukinfield operations are 
being transferred to First Manchester, 10 ex-New World 
First Bus, Hong Kong Leyland Olympians were still 
expected to go there as Nos. 690-9. However, as 
reported last month, these numbers are being used 
instead for Dennis Dominators from First Capital. More 
of these numbered are DDA1024/East Lancs H46/33F 
690-2/4 (F140-2/7 MBC). 


First Manchester Leyland Atlantean 
AN68D/1R/Northern Counties H43/32F 4558 


-(ANA 558Y) has been on loan at Dukinfield, followed 


by a small fleet comprising Manchester’s only Leyland 
Lynxes, 1401-4 (D501-4 LNA), Leyland 
Olympian/Northern Counties 3162/80, 
3201/9/17/20/33/5/41 (C162/80 YNA, C201/9/17/20 
CBU, C233/5 ENE, C241 EVU). On loan to First 
Manchester have been Solos 72/3/7, for Greater 
Manchester PTE tendered services 664/674 at Wigan. 


The small Leyland Tiger fleet has been swollen by the 
arrival of TRCTL11/3ARZA/Plaxton Paramount 3200 III 
C53F 47 (XRF 1X, F679 XWY) from First Calderline 
and retaining that livery initially. Mercedes-Benz 709D 
376 (XRF 1X, J920 HGD) is now J751 AAW. 


Further Bristol VRs treated to a late-repaint are 
609/10/4/28 and all of Ellesmere Port's specimens 
have been done in the last year. Service 20 (Crewe- 
Meir) is often VR worked, 625/8 and 709/23/9 being 
recently recorded on it. 


Fr 
FAGH 


Dennis Dorchester 
In the early 1980s, 
Dennis had yet to 
become the large 
volume bus 
manufacturer that it is 
today and instead 
produced a range of 
niche market products. 
The Dorchester, 
launched in 1982 and 
produced until 1987, 
filled the void left by 
Seddon’s withdrawal 
from the market and the 
demise of its Gardner 
6HLXB-engined Pennine 
Vil. Dennis offered the 
additional option of 
Gardner's turbocharged 
6HLXCT and a choice of 
Voith automatic, Self 
Changing Gears semi- 
automatic and ZF 
synchromesh gearbox. 
The first Dorchester had 
a Berkhof body, but most 
(44 with Alexander and 
Plaxton bodies) of the 
limited production run 
went to Central Scottish 
and Western Scottish 
(the Scottish Bus Group 
had been the Pennine 
Vil’s only volume 
customer). Leicester City 
Transport ordered four, 
but three were diverted 
to South Yorkshire PTE. 
Tillingbourne was an 
early customer and the 
last included a pair with 
Caetano coach bodies 
for Northamptonshire 
independent Geoff 
Amos. 


First Midland Red 372 
(X372 CUY), a 
Dennis/Plaxton Mini 
Pointer Dart specially 
purchased and liveried 
for a new service 
linking Kidderminster 
and Worcester 
hospitals. 

PAUL CHANCELLOR 
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One of Go North 
East’s two surviving 
Leyland Atlanteans, 

ECW-bodied 3540 
(MBR 440T) outside 
Newcastle’s Central 

Station. It is one of the 
last vehicles in 

Go Coastline livery. 
MARK WILSON 


Right and below right: 
Halifax Joint 
Committee’s investment 
in ex-Barnsley & 
District Leyland 
Nationals, including 
YWG 460T seen in 
Halifax with one of the 
company’s Metrobuses 
in the background, has 
hastened the end of the 
last regular 
Routemaster operation 
outside London. The 
company’s surviving 
Routemaster, former 
RM1214 (214 CLT), 
was photographed in 
April last year while en 
route to a destination 
with London 
connections. 

STEVE KELLY/ 

TONY WILSON 
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Current pool vehicles are Mercedes-Benz minibuses 
104/15, 334/5/8/41/2/4/62/6/7, 437-9/41/6/8/54, 

MCW Metrorider 224 and Bristol VRs 701/29/96. 
Mercedes-Benz 709D 440 (K440 XRF) has been 
transferred to the driving school and painted allover 
yellow. Similar 449 (K449 XRF) has gone to Houston 
Ramm, Sudden (dealer). 

MCW Metrorider 229 (F109 CWG) has been 
delicensed and is being cannibalised. 226 (F106 CWG) 
was stolen and recovered damaged. Ex-driver trainer 
Mercedes-Benz L608D 146 (C146 WRE) has passed to 
Hardwick, Carlton (dealer), 609D 482 (H482 JRE) has 
been sold to an unidentified buyer. VR 623 (GNF 79N) 
is with the Bristol VR Enthusiasts Group. 

Dennis Lance 1200 (P452 BPH) and Dennis Dart 1201 
(S861 VAT) have returned to Plaxton from 

long-term loan. 


First Provincial FG 


Dennis Dart 8.5SDL3003/Wright Handybus B30F JDZ 
2382-4/93/4 have been transferred from First Beeline, 
with JDZ 2383 numbered 1352. 


The last Leyland National Mk1 remaining is Volvo- 
engined 338 (EEL 893V). 


First Southampton FG 


Former First Beeline Leyland Lynx 
LX112TL11ZR1S/B49F D751 DLO has joined the other 
Beeline Lynxes in this fleet. 


Leyland Atlantean 1367 (YRV 247V) is 
being cannibalised. 


First Southern National FG 

Leyland Olympian ONLXB/1R/Roe H47/29F 
CUB 24/5/8, 31, 40/5Y, EWY 77Y have been 
transferred from First Bradford. 


First Thamesway FG 


The First Capital Mercedes 811Ds reported last month 
have returned to their owner. 


First Western National FG 


It is pleasing to report delivery of new double-deckers 
to Red Bus in the shape of Dennis Trident/East Lancs 
Lolyne H49/30F 1501-4 (X501-4 BFU) for the 
\Ifracombe-Bideford service. Also new are Dennis Dart 
SLF/Alexander ALX200 B37F 4474-6 (X474-6 SCY) — 
the SCY mark being interesting as it is one reserved for 
the Isles of Scilly. 

Leyland Nationals 2800/1/5/6 (THX 187, 220S, 

FDV 774/7V) have been withdrawn, ex-Provincial 2809 
(SBK 740S) remains stored, while 2810/3 (UFX 847S, 
JBP 133P) have been scrapped. 


First York FG 


Fourteen Leyland Olympians are due from First 
Bradford. The first to arrive are ONLXB/1R/Roe 
H47/29F 5029/41/2/7 (CUB 29Y etc). 


Leyland Atlanteans 6225/9 (KWY 225/9V) have gone to 
Norths, Sherburn-in-Elmet (dealer) for scrap and 6463 
(SND 471X) has been out of use for several months 

at Elvington. 


Flights, Birmingham 

An impressive addition to the fleet is Aston Villa’s new 
team coach, 1 FTO, a full executive Neoplan Starliner 
C32Ft with leather interior. It replaces the Scania/Irizar 
Century also registered 1 FTO, which remains in the 
fleet but is now A2 FTG. 


Also new is one of the first Volvo B12Ms, with Plaxton 
Panther bodywork which, along with the Neoplan, 
appeared at ExpoCoach, but had not been registered 
at the time of writing. It is one of two, one with manual 
transmission and one with automatic, which will be 
evaluated in the Birmingham fleet over the winter but 
one, probably the manual one, will then work in the 
Excelsior, Bournemouth fleet. 


Also on order are 14 Volvo B10Ms with Plaxton 
Panther bodywork, five for Excelsior and nine for the 
Birmingham fleet. 


GHA Coaches, Corwen 


New here is 8.5m Optare Solo X673 UMB, for service 
40 (Wrexam-Mold) and reported due to be re-registered 
X9 GHA. 


A host of acquisitions from Stagecoach comprise ex- 
East Midland Bristol VRT/SL3 EWE 206V (since sold), 
ex-Cambus VR VEX 299X, ex-East Kent VR 

SKL 683X, ex-Midland Bluebird Leyland Olympian 
TSO 31X (since sold), ex-Ribble Mercedes-Benz 
G577 PRM, ex-Red & White Olympians A828/9 HAC 
and Leyland Tiger A20 RBL. Not to be left out, Arriva 
has provided Mercedes-Benz J603/9 WHJ from London 
and Volvo B10Ms HIL 7592/3 from Cymru, these used 
on service D8 (Wrexham-Ruthin) and 41 
(Mold-Chester). 


Ex-Stagecoach United Counties Volvo B10M/Plaxton 
F107 NRT was acquired, but was burnt out while away 
undergoing repaint. More happily, Plaxton Derwent- 
bodied Tiger A15 RBL has been refurbished and is at 
work — unusually to maximum capacity as DP65F. 
lrizar-bodied Volvo B10M 6689 DP is re-registered 
D491 NSU. 

VR APT 820W passed to a dealer and Leyland 
National 2 A132 FDC is withdrawn pending a decision 
on its future. 


GHC Coaches, Kiverton 
Park, S Yorks 


Leyland Atlantean AN68B/1R/Alexander H45/29D 
JKW 302W is in stock ex-Majestic, Moorends and is 
thought to have replaced Bristol VRT/SL3 SWW 304R. 


Go North East GA 


Volvo B7TL/Plaxton President demonstrator X157 JOP 
was inspected at Gateshead in mid-September, but did 
not enter service. Also on loan, but used at Go Wear 
Buses Deptford, chiefly on service X45 (Sunderland- 
Seaham Parkside), was Dennis Dart SLF/Wright 
Crusader B41F R527 YRP. 
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Two more ex-London Central DAF DB250/Optare 
Spectra H44/27F to enter service are 3837/8 
(K305/6 FYG), with Go Wear Buses at Washington; 
3847/8 are registered K315/6 FYG. 


Recently-delivered East Lancs Lolyne-bodied Dennis 
Trident 3867 (W177 SCU) had to be returned to East 
Lancs for repairs following a low-bridge collision when it 
operated off-route at Cullercoates. 


The last Leyland Atlanteans in normal service have 
finally been withdrawn; they were ex-OK Alexander- 
bodied 3682 (TSD 611S) and 3793/5 (AVK 152/75V), 
but ECW-bodied 3538/40 (MBR 438/40T) remain on 
the dedicated DFDS service (North Shields Ferry 
Terminal-Newcastle Central station). 

The first driver trainer in corporate North East livery is 
Leyland Tiger 5128 (C682 JGR), with new Go North 
East Training fleetnames. 

Optare MetroRider 345 (J945 JJR) has passed to 
Aston Express, Killamarsh; Leyland Olympians 
3569/85/602/7 (JTY 369/85, 402/7X) have gone to 
Red Kite, Tilsworth, 3581 (JTY 381X) to Andrews, 
Tideswell, 3582/95/600/11 (JTY 382/95, 400, 371X) 
passing to Phoenix Student Travel, and 3594 

(JTY 394X) to Leon, Finningley. 
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Halifax Joint Committee, Halifax 


The Leyland Nationals introduced into this once- 
traditional fleet ‘Fleet in Focus’ October) are ex- 
Barnsley & District B52F-seated 35 (DET 471V), 

AYJ 90T, YWG 460/1T, along with B36D-seated 

JBN 947N which was new to Isle of Man as MAN 15D 
(re-registered by Cooper, Dukinfield). 35 and DET 471V 
were first into green/orange/cream. Ex-Travel West 
Midland MCW Metrobus DR102/22/MCW H43/30F 
LOA 382, 408X have been repainted into the 
cream/orange livery. 

The Nationals’ arrival has prompted the end of regular 
AEC Routemaster operation, with 32 (WLT 324), 

KFF 239 and 36 (204 CLT) all sold to London Buses 
(q.v.) for further service in London. 


Hallmark, Luton 


This operator has placed the first major order for the 
new Dennis R-series rear-engined coach. It calls for 13 
R410s with Plaxton Panther bodywork. 


Happy Al’s, Birkenhead 


A new delivery is DAF SB220LF/lkarus 481 

W187 CDN, employed on Speke Circular service 211. 
Another East Lancs-bodied Leyland Olympian from 
Cardiff City is C561 GWO. 


Harrogate & District BL 


In from Keighley & District after repaint and numbering 
there is Leyland Tiger TRCL10/3ARZA/Plaxton C55F 
250 (G435 MWU); it is thought this may be logically 
renumbered 235 to follow its sisters here (232-4). G431 
MWU is with Sovereign. 

To create extra buggy space Volvo B6BLEs are being 
downseated from B40F to B39F (losing the single front 
nearside seat). 608 is the first modified. 

The closed circuit television security cameras fitted to 
new vehicles (three watching the interior, one looking 
ahead of the vehicle) are proving successful here. 

B6 653 (L653 OWY) has been transferred to Keighley 
& District. 


Huggins, Wallasey 


MCW Metrobus Mk2 C749 OCN is an acquisition. 


Huxleys of Threapwood 


Ex-Arriva London Reeve Burgess-bodied Mercedes- 
Benz 811D J604 WHuJ has been acquired. 


Isle Coaches, Owston Ferry, Lincs 


Optare MetroRider/B31F M870 SKP is in use on Inter 
Village service 358 (Belton & Crowle) ex-Chalkwell of 
Kent. Long-withdrawn Seddon FRF 762K has been 
sold for preservation. 


Ishwyn Borough Transport 


East Lancs-bodied Leyland Tigers 41/2 (C41/2 GKG) 
have been extensively refurbished and painted in a 
revised livery; 43/4 (C43 GKG, D44 MBO) are to follow. 
Marshall-bodied Leyland Leopards 34/7 (DNY 534V, 
GAX 137W) have been withdrawn, 34 passing to the 
Ribble Vehicle Preservation Group and 37 — one of 
the last two BET-style Leopards delivered new here in 
1981 — has been secured locally for preservation, the 
first Islwyn vehicle to be preserved. 


Also withdrawn is Duple Dominant-bodied Leopard 65 
(PHB 310R), to be cannibalised to keep 64 

(PHB 309R) going. 

Dodge GO8 Commandos 47/8 (D405/6 NUH) have 
gone to Perry, Bromyard (dealer) for scrap, but 50 
(D408 NUH) has been sold for further service. Dennis 
Falcons XJF 91/3Y, A95 FRY have been sold for scrap, 
prototype PUU 90W passed to Stephenson, Rochford 
(and used there until recent sale to Stratford Blue), 
while A94 FRY passing to another dealer. 


Long lasting Almex ticket machines — now a rarity — 
were replaced by Wayfarers on 21 August. 


Thanks to local correspondent Martyn Evans for this 
welcome news. 


JP Travel, Middleton 


Optare Excel demonstrator T790 KNW and Alexander- 
bodied Dennis Dart SLF demonstrator V928 FMS have 
been on loan. Ex-Nova Scotia MCW Metrobus 

WJI 6161 has been repainted, but advertised for sale 
as has UVG-bodied Dennis Dart SLF P17 FUG. 


D. Jones, Rhoslanerchrugog 


Dennis Dart SLF/Caetano B47F V12 DJS was 
purchased new but has not been recorded previously. 


December 2000 


Keighley & District BL 


Acquisitions are Volvo B6-50/Alexander B40F 653 
(L653 OWY) from Harrogate & District and Volvo 
Olympian YN2RV/Alexander Royale DPH45/27F 923 
(M923 UYG) from Yorkshire Coastliner. 

Leyland Tiger 250 (G435 MWU), the last vehicle in 
Northern Rose livery, has passed to Harrogate & 
District. Mercedes-Benz 711Ds 102/3/4/6/7 (L652 MYG 
etc) went to Ripley, Carlton (dealer). 


Kent Coach Tours, Ashford 


New here is Volvo B6BLE/East Lancs Spryte B39F 
X469 KUT. 


Leon, Finningley 

An acquisition is Leyland Olympian ONLXB/1R/ECW 
H45/32F 159 (JTY 394X) from Go-Ahead Northern. 
This batch is proving popular with several fleets. 
Following withdrawal of Leyland Fleetline/Northern 
Counties 134 (TSJ 34S), ECW-bodied Fleetline 139 
(ASA 26T) has been fitted for towing, supplementing 96 
(XKU 9037) for this purpose. Fleetline 141 (ECS 887V) 
passed to PVS, Barnsley (dealer). 

Leyland Atlantean 154 (A730 LNC) has been out of 
action since an engine failure in July. 


Liverpool Motor Services, Aintree 


Acquisitions continue, with receipt of 1987 Duple 320 
C51F-rebodied Leyland Leopard 479 BOC (AJA 360L) 
from Arriva Midlands North; Leyland Olympian/ECW 
DPH42/30F D706 YHK from Newline, Bootle; Dennis 
Dominator/Alexander NKU 197X from First Mainline; 
MCW Metrobus Mk2/MCW A207 OK4J from Arriva 
Southern Counties. Leyland Tiger/East Lancs 

B551 ATX and Leyland National 2 DBV 834W are of 
unconfirmed origin. Leyland National 2 ARN 890Y has 
been sold to an Irish operator. 


Local Motion, Northwich 


This new operator has former Crosville Bristol 
VRT/SL3/6LXB/ECW H43/31F UMB 338R in allover red 
and WTU 496W the same but with Local Motion 
fleetnames, accompanied by Leyland single-decker 
JCK 85W in red/cream. 


London Frog Tours 


A manufacturing venture has been launched to build 
new amphibious vehicles for sightseeing and 
franchised operations are being invited on the 
company’s website. 


FLEET INFOCUS 


FLEET: Isl 
BASED: 


WHERE DOES 
IT OPERATE?: 


n Borough Transport 
Penmaen Depot, Penmaen Road, Blackwood, South Wales 
Local bus services, school contracts, private hires, 
excursions and tours and contracts. The coaches operate 
under the Kingfisher name, the buses as IBT. Its route 


network stretches through the South Wales valleys 


to Cardiff. 
Islwyn (pronounced ‘Iss Loo In’) is the smallest surviving 
council-owned bus company in Britain, running just 43 


MAIN CLAIM 
TO FAME: 


Group codes 


AA — Arriva 
Passenger 
Services 

BL — Blazefield 
Holdings 

DG — DelGro 

EY — EYMS 
Group 

FG — FirstGroup 

GA — Go-Ahead 
Group 

NX — National 
Express 
Group 

SG — Status Bus & 
Coach Group 

ST — Stagecoach 
Holdings 

YT — Traction 
Group 


vehicles, 27 of them buses. It came into being in 1926 as 


the West Monmouthshire Omnibus Board which called 
itself West Mon. For English speakers, even the longer 


name was less than the then tongue twisting names of its 
two constituent local authorities, the Urban District 
Councils of Bedwellty and Mynyddislwyn. Local 


government reorganisation changed its name to Islwyn 


Borough Transport in 1974. 


LIVERY: 


Blue and cream for buses, in styles which have evolved 


since original maroon was phased out from 1970; coaches 
are in multi-coloured styles. 


TYPES OF 
VEHICLE: 


minibuses. Coaches are mainly Volvo B10M, but 
Mercedes-Benz, MAN, Setra, DAF and Bedford are also 
represented. 


Islwyn’s latest livery on recently refurbished 
East Lancs-bodied Leyland Tiger 42 (C42 GKG) at 
Tredegar bus station. 
MARTYN EVANS 


Buses range in age and size from Leyland Leopards and 
Tigers (Some bought secondhand) to Mercedes-Benz 
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FLEEM 
EAGT 


Mercedes-Benz 
609D, 709D 

and 811D 

The light truck which 
forms the basis of one of 
the most widely-used 
mini/midibuses in 
Britain’s bus fleets was 
launched in 1986 as 
Mercedes’ T2 family. It 
succeeded a range 
introduced in 1967 which 
included the L608D, one 
of the first van-derived 
minibuses to be bought 
in large numbers in the 
period leading up to 
deregulation in 1986. 
Whereas the L608D was 
a converted van, with 
windows cut into its 
sides, the T2 could also. 
be supplied as a 
chassis/bonnet 
assembly, allowing 
coachbuilders to 
manufacture wider 
bodies for urban bus 
applications. Although 
many bodybuilders have 
worked with the T2, the 
most numerous 
examples were the 
Beaver built by Reeve 
Burgess, a Plaxton 
subsidiary which later 
lost its identity and 
ultimately its Chesterfield 
factory. Alexander also 
built large numbers. The 
T2 model designations 
are abbreviations of their 
rounded-up gross 
weights and engine 
rating, the 709D (‘D’ is 
for ‘Diesel’) for instance 
being 6.6 tonnes gross 
with an engine 
developing 
approximately 100hp. 
The T2 range was 
replaced by Mercedes’ 
Vario model in 1996/97. 
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The original DUKW, ESL 636 Mistress Quickly has 
been returned to use after being fitted with a Bedford 
engine, manual gearbox again and a repaint in allover 
yellow, initially without main side logos. All other 
DUKWs have Allison automatics. 


It carries a new style company logo (with stylised frog 
wearing a top hat), applied directly to the bodysides 
rather than on metal plates proud of it, first carried by 
Titania RSL 502. 


A further conversion was due into service during 
October, two more by May 2001. 


London Buses 


The 30 AEC Routemaster R2RH/Park Royal H36/28R 
reacquired for refurbishment and leasing to operators 
of tendered London bus routes have all been identified 
by Geoff Rixon to whom we are indebted for the details 
that follow. 


RM23, 45, 180/91 (JFO 256, AST 415A, XVS 830, 
AST 416A; VLT 23, 45, 180/91), RM848 (WLT 848), 
RM931 (MFF 580, WLT 937), RM1018 (PVS 848, 

18 CLT), RM1735 (735 DYE) and RM2071/89 (ALM 71, 
89B) have come from Reading Mainline — RM23 was 
superbly restored in Reading with many original 
features which will presumably be lost. RM121 

(VLT 121) has come from First Capital, RM324 

(WLT 324), RM659 (KFF 239, WLT 659) and RM1204 
(204 CLT) from Halifax Joint Committee, RM329 

(MFF 578, WLT 329) from preservationist J. Miller, ex- 
Reading Mainline RM838 (XYJ 440, WLT 838) and 
RM1627/40/50 (627/40/50 DYE) from Brakell Omnibus 
Sales, ex-Reading RM871 (WLT 871, NRH 803A, 
WLT 871) from Fleetmaster, Horsham (dealer), ex- 
Stagecoach Cumberland RM875 (OVS 940, WLT 875), 
RM1933/41 (ALD 933/41B), ex-London Transport 
reserve RM1005 (ALC 290A, 5 CLT) and ex-London 
Northern RM1568 (568 CLT) from Daly, Billington 
(dealer), RM1218 (218 CLT) from preservationist 

Mike Mann, Worcester, RM1312 (MFF 509, 372 CLT) 
from preservationist Haynes, Coulsdon, ex-First Capital 
RM1913 (ALD 913B) from Peters, Croydon and ex- 
Black Prince, Morley RM2060/122 (ALM 60B, 

CUV 122C) from KD Coaches, Dyserth, Denbigh. 


London Central/General GA 


More Plaxton President H41/23D-bodied Volvo B7TLs 
are PVL144-7 (X544, 745, 546/7 EGK). The Dennis 
Tridents, PDL1-13, are being intermingled with them on 
routes 37, 77 and 88. 

MCW Metrobus M946 (A946 SUL) has 

been withdrawn. 


London United 


The Plaxton-bodied Dennis Darts for the 222 are 
DP500-9 (X611, 601-9 DKH). They are 10.7m long and 
are B31D. 

MCW Metrobus M835 (OJD 835Y) has 

been withdrawn. 


Low Fell Bus Co, Gateshead 


A recent addition is Mercedes-Benz Vario 
0.814/Plaxton Beaver B27F S21 NET, used on Asda 
Superstore shuttles at the Metrocentre. 


Ludlow, Halesowen 


Optare Excel L1070/B36F Optare Excel 
GJl 2223 (N204 LCK) has been acquired from 
Blackpool Transport. 


M&M, Accrington 


Ex-Stagecoach Cumberland Mercedes-Benz L608Ds 
D44/5 UAO have been acquired after a spell on loan 
earlier this year. 


Maghull Coaches, Bootle 


Former Merseyside Leyland Atlantean JWM 689P is in 

stock in semi-preserved status for special duties, where 
it joins Leyland Panther FKF 918F stored here and last 
with Morris, Wallasey. 


Mayne, Manchester 


New Volvo B7TL/East Lancs Vyking demonstrator 
X645 RDA has been on trial here. The five East Lancs- 
bodied Dennis Tridents expected in 2001 are now 
intended for the latter part of the year. Dennis Dart 
SLF/Alexander demonstrator V928 FMS has also 

been on loan. 


Merseyline, Garston 


Leyland Titan CUL 72V is acquired and in Merseyline 
blue/cream. 


Metroline DG 


LOTS reports that the ex-Singapore Bus Services 
Volvo Olympian, SBS 7251Y, has received fleetnumber 
AV339, but has not been registered in the UK yet. 

MCW Metrobus M82 (WYW 827) is now in the fleet of 
Prirodni Svet based at Chlumec in the Czech Republic, 
for non-psv work, but M58 (WYW 58T) has been 
reinstated at Willesden. 


Minsterley Motors, 


near Shrewsbury 


Ex-Park, Hamilton Volvo B10M/Plaxton Paramount 
3500 G72 RGG, G881 OKV, H819/23/35 AHS are all at 
work here. 


National Holidays, Hessle 


Until Volvo B10M-62/Plaxton Panther 201-10 arrived, 
Van Hool-bodied B10Ms 90-95 

(J215/26/7/35/23/9 NNC) ex-Shearings and 96-99 
(N258/62/59/61 PYS) ex-Park, Hamilton were on loan 
from Kirkby, Anston (dealer). Ten more Panther-bodied 
B10Ms have been ordered for next year. 


Newline Coaches, Bootle 


Former Metroline MCW Metrobus DR101/14/MCW 
H43/28D KYV 677X is in stock, as was Leyland 
Olympian/ECW DPH42/30F D706 YHK briefly before 
moving on to Liverpool Motor Services. 


North Birmingham 


Busways, Erdington 


Former Preston Leyland Atlanteans GFV 151-7W have 
not been acquired as given previously. 


Northern Blue, Burnley 


Two more ex-Stagecoach Kingston-upon-Hull Dennis 
Dominators have been acquired, East Lancs H45/30F- 
bodied C125/9 CAT. 


North Star, Huyton, Liverpool 


Marshall Minibuses are popular here, with red/yellow 
liveried P550 JEG joining R107 VLX here, as well as 
duo-green P460 EFL. Former Metroline Dennis Lances 
K307/22 YJA have gone to Surrey Buses, Brooklands. 


Nottingham City Transport 


Dennis Trident/East Lancs Lolyne 650 is now reported 
as W691 SNN and to H54/34F layout. East Lancs- 
bodied Volvo Citybuses 303-5 (B303-5 KVO) are with 
Marbill, Beith. Scanias 354/8 (F702/5 JCN) have gone 
to Black Prince, Morley 


Oxford Bus Company GA 


Service reductions, brought about by driver shortages, 
were introduced on 15 October, leading to the 
withdrawal of Marshall-bodied Dennis Darts 502-4/6- 
8/11/6/8/20 (M502 VJO etc). 


Dennis Trident 120 is in a special livery for the X3 
express and Leyland Olympian 214 became the last 
vehicle to carry the old Cityline vinyl branding. 


Volvo B10Bs 620/8 were earmarked for transfer to 
Wycombe Bus, but have stayed in main Oxford 
stock instead. 

Optare MetroRider 783 (G783 WFC) is now with 
Chiltern Queens. Plaxton-bodied Volvo B10Ms 52 
(L152 HUD) and 59, 60 VJ! 1759/60) are awaiting 
disposal at Cowley Road. 


Pandh Travel Club, Wallasey 


Former Burnley & Pendle Leyland Leopard VFV 7V has 
been acquired. Bristol VRT/SL3 SVL 172W has passed 
to A1, Speke. 


Pete’s Travel, West Bromwich 


New Dennis Dart SLF/Plaxton Pointer B39F 
X631/2/4/6/41 AKW are at work on service 451 (West 
Bromwich-Sutton Coldfield) taking the place of ex- 
London United step-entrance 8.5SDL Darts. 


Phoenix Travel Services 


This new operator is runs college and school contracts 
on behalf of First Eastern National, and owns the four 
ex-Go North East Leyland Olympians recorded under 
that operator last month. They are in a smart dark blue 
livery with a Barbie pink stripe at skirt level and 
FirstGroup logos, though the operator is not a 
FirstGroup company. For the record they are ECW- 
bodied 5001-4 (JTY 371/82/95, 400X). 


Plymouth Citybus 
Dennis Dart SLF/Plaxton Pointer MPD B29F 203/4 are 
registered X203/4 CDV. 


Powells, Hellaby 


Further acquisitions for schools work are 

MCW Metrobus DR101/9/MCW H43/28D BYX 200V 
and DR101/14 GYE 604/5W from Arriva Scotland West 
and Leyland Olympian ONTL11/2R/ECW H50/31D 
OFS 679/80Y from Lothian. Apart from GYE 605W, all 
were quickly repainted, along with Olympian 681 

(OFS 681Y) into the livery shown last month on 

OFS 688Y. Plaxton-bodied Leyland Tiger 3 (91 RTO, 
A579 KVU) has been re-registered to an FIL xxxx mark 
to be confirmed. 


Preston Bus 


A Volvo B7TL demonstrator is due for comparative 
evaluation with the Tridents. The Leyland Atlantean 
which didn’t go to Blackburn, 162 (OBV 162X), passed 
to Walton, Freckleton. 


Pugh, St Helens 


Allover white Optare MetroRider P310 XCW is in use. 


Reading Buses 


Ex-Cardiff Optare Excels 948-59 (R203-14 DKG) have 
all been delivered here following refurbishment at 
Rotherham. The first into service was 947. Interior dot- 
matrix advertising panels, which had continued to extol 
messages about such as Welsh tourist attractions and 
May Day bank holiday arrangements in English and 
Welsh, have been blanked out with masking tape. 


Reading Heritage Travel 


It is pleasing to record that this operator has 
reappeared, and has acquired former Reading Mainline 
AEC Routemaster No.15 (WVS 423, WLT 999). Also 
owned are former Reading Transport AEC 

Regent III/Park Royal 3, 4 (MRD 146/7). The three are 
being used for private charter, promotional and heritage 
work alongside Reading Buses. Reading Heritage 
expects to receive AEC engines removed from former 
Reading Mainline Routemasters when these are re- 
engined for London service shortly (for details of these 
buses, see under London Buses heading this month).. 


Red Kite, Tilsworth, Beds 


More ex-Go-Ahead Coastline Leyland Olympian 
ONLXB/1Rs with ECW H45/32F bodywork are 

JTY 369/85, 402/7X, all placed in service in their former 
livery. Ousted are Bristol VRTs TNH 872R and 

FRP 905/10T while Bedford YMT/Plaxton PBH 539R 
has been scrapped on site. 


Renown Coaches, Bexhill 


The first double-decker bus here is ex-London Central 
Leyland Titan TNLXB2RR/Leyland A616 THY, put to 
work on East Sussex County Council college services. 


Rexquote, Bishop's 


Lydeard, Somerset 


Most pleasantly, two former Maidstone & District single- 
deck open-top ex-Hastings tour vehicles have been 
reunited, but ones which intriguingly never saw open- 
top service together. They are 1946 AEC 

Regal 0662/Beadle OB36F HKL 819, latterly operating 
in Bournemouth, and unique 1961 open-top 

AEC Reliance 2MU3RV/Weymann OB40F which briefly 
replaced it, AFE 179A (325 NKT) latterly with Maypole 
Coaches after serving with Grayscroft, Mablethorpe. 
The Reliance also saw service with London & Country 
when it had a vintage fleet. My thanks to Paul Fox of 
Sheffield for this information. 


Road Car YT 


New are Dennis Dart SLF/East Lancs Spryte B39F 
524-6 (X524/85/26 HFE). 

Acquisitions from within the Traction Group are more 
Volvo B6/Marshall DP32F, 381/6 (L81/6 CNY) from 
Yorkshire Traction and, for use as a driver trainer, 
Volvo-engined Leyland National 11351A/1R 3077 
(CBV 7778S) from Yorkshire Terrier. 

Leyland Atlantean 1319 (MRT 7P) was re-registered 
PFE 141P, but did not physically carry this before 
being withdrawn and scrapped. MRT 7P is now ona 
private car. 

Withdrawals are of MCW Metrorider 36 (D536 SKY), 
National 2316 (CHH 212T) and Leyland Leopard 1477 
(NPA 224W), which has passed to Simms, Lincoln 
(dealer) for scrap, Leopards 1421/43 (ULS 321T, 

TSJ 73S) and Nationals 2310/2, 2872 (SPC 270R, 
THX 212S, DET 472V) went to PVS, Barnsley (dealer). 


Rossendale Transport 


Ex-Lothian Leyland Lynxes 177/8/80-4/6-8 (H177 OSC 
etc) are being rebuilt from B43D to B47F by Pennine 
PSV, Barnsley. 


BUSES 


Shamrock, Pontypridd 


A new microbus is MPV-style Mercedes-Benz Vito 
X998 LUW. 


Former demonstrator Dennis Dart SLF/Caetano 
Nimbus V674 FPO has been acquired and entered 
service at Barry still in its Caetano colours and lettering 
with additional route-branding for service 304 
(Barry-Cardiff). 

A new type in stock here is the MCW Metrobus, with 
ex-London General BYX 207/56/74V at Abercynon. 
Leyland Titan stock is up to 15 with arrival of OHV 679, 
718/36/82Y from London Central source, but A984 SYE 
has not arrived as expected. All these are operating in 
London red. 


Mercedes-Benz 811D/Reeve Burgess F672 DBO is 
repainted and reinstated at Abercynon, ex-Venture 
Daimler Fleetline GHV 995N also being here. Ex-GM 
Buses Leyland Atlantean ANA 545Y is also reinstated, 
still wearing Manchester livery. 


At long last, ex-Black Prince Optare MetroRider 
N289 DWY and ex-Swiftlink Mercedes-Benz 811D 
F918 YWY have received yellow/green/white fleet 
livery, as has Dennis Lance P225 WBV with 
Thomas, Barry. 


Ex-Venture Bristol VR WTG 331T, along with CJUH 125V 
have been withdrawn and previously-withdrawn 
Leyland Nationals NHA 259M and JTU 598T sold for 
scrap; PMT-bodied Mercedes-Benz 609D D362 SDM 
has been cut-up on site. 


Solent Blue Line 


Bristol VRT/SL8s 123/61 (DBV 23W, TRN 161V) have 
been despatched to Wigley, Carlton (dealer) and 152/5 
(LHG 452/5T) have gone to PVS, Carlton (dealer), all 
for scrap. 


Sovereign Bus & Coach BL 


Mercedes-Benz 811Ds 433/5 (K3, 5 SBC) have passed 
to Avondale, Greenock. 


Stagecoach Busways ST 
Mercedes-Benz 709D/Alexander Sprint B25F J217 XKY 
has been transferred from Stagecoach Western. 


Leyland Olympian/Alexander H45/31F 652/8/61 
(C652/8/61 LFT) have joined Stagecoach Transit 
in Hull. 


Stagecoach Cambus/Viscount ST 


Cambus has Optare MetroRiders 967-72 (K967- 
72 HUB) from Viscount. Gas-powered MetroRiders 
81/2 (GAZ 4381/2) were both out of service in 
early September. 


Further ex-Stagecoach East London Northern 
Counties-bodied Volvo Olympians are being delivered. 
Those reported so far are H49/31F-bodied 618/24 
(P818/24 GMU). Their arrival will allow the F-NJE batch 
of Leyland Olympians to transfer to Viscount en 
masse. Indeed 511 (F511 NJE) has already gone, as 
has Dennis Dart SLF/Alexander ALX200 353 

(R353 LER) along with similar R706 YUD and 

R604 SWO from Stagecoach Red & White (via 
Stagecoach Midland Red), but Volvo B6LE 320 

(P320 EFL) has followed 321 in passing from Viscount 
to Stagecoach Midland Red. 


Stagecoach Cheltenham & 
Gloucester Group ST 


Cheltenham District: Another new Dennis Dart 
SLF/Plaxton Pointer SPD B41F is 508 (W508 VDD) for 
services 2/41 (and 94 in the evenings). 


Good business on X-services has led to the use of 
Leyland Olympian/Alexander 103 (G103 AAD) and 
Volvo Olympian/Alexander 143 (R208 DHB) drafted in 
from Ross on Wye to alleviate overloading, with Volvo 
B10M-55 420 (P820 GNC) sent on loan in exchange. 


Volvo B6/Alexander B40F 851 (L712 FWO) has been 
transferred from Cheltenham & Gloucester. Leyland 
Titans 128/9 (A648 THV, A854 SUL) and Dennis Dart 
SLF 924 (S924 PDD).have transferred to Swindon & 
District and Olympians 130/1/7 (C610/59/47 LFT), 
Mercedes-Benz 709D 705 (M705 JDG), Volvo B6s 
846/7 (L248 CCK, M847 MDF) and Dart SLFs 925/6 
(S925/6 PDD) to Cheltenham & Gloucester, which 
also has Dart SLFs 963-5 (R601-3 SWO) from 
Stagecoach Red & White (via Stagecoach 

Midland Red). 


Leyland National 2s 368/82 (AAE 646V, KHH 376W) 
have been reinstated at Cheltenham & Gloucester 
after withdrawal in July and Mercedes-Benz 709Ds 
716/8/26 (N716 KAM, N718/26 RDD) are back from 
loan to Stagecoach East Midland. Rebuilt Nationals 
308, 1644, 1973/88 (TAE 642/4S, YFB 973V, 

PHW 9888) have been withdrawn. Leyland Titan 1669 
has been transferred to Swindon & District, while 
Volvo B6LEs 852 (P852 SMR) has gone to Stagecoach 
Midland Red. 


December 2000 


Swindon & District has withdrawn ex-Greater 
Manchester Titans 106/8-10 (GNF 6, 8-10V), thus 
eliminating the allover blue contract livery from the 
C&G group. Seddon Pennine VII driver trainer DT5 
(PSG 842P, 803 DYE, MSJ 370P) has gone to 
Stagecoach East Midland. 


Circle Line rebuilt National 1467 (TAE 645S) passed to 
Stagecoach Midland Red and not 1140 as planned. 


Stagecoach Cumberland ST 


The Stagecoach Lancaster-branded fleet received three 
Leyland Titan TNLXB2RRSp on loan from Stagecoach 
Western from 13 September — Park Royal-Leyland 
H44/26D 944 (GYE 254W), Leyland H44/24D-bodied 
946 (GYE 281W) and similar H44/27D 958 

(OHV 809Y). 


Bristol VR 435 (KRM 435W) has been increasingly 
used in public service in Lancaster, perhaps prompting 
the arrival of VR 431 (KRM 431W), along with 
Mercedes-Benz 709D 47 (E47 CHh). 


Leyland Olympian 2199 (J199 HFR) unfortunately 
made newspaper headlines when it was completely de- 
roofed having run off-route on service 2 (Heysham- 
Lancaster University); it collided with the same low 
bridge at Torrisholme near Morecambe that completely 
decapitated 2203 (J203 HFR) two years ago. 


Reductions in services by recently-acquired Heysham 
Travel have allowed its remaining Leyland National 2s 
to be withdrawn. They were 872, 909/11 (LFR 872X, 
WWM 909/11W), still carrying their MTL fleetnumbers 
(5299, 6126/8), while 381 (NHH 381W), 909 and 
Leyland Atlantean 1055 (A135 HLV) have been 
transferred into the Lancaster fleet. 

In the main Cumberland fleet, Volvo B10M- 
55/Alexander PS buses 784/5 have been named 
Hadrian’s Chariot and Roman Rover respectively, while 
B10M-62/Jonckheere Modulo coach 799 is 
Bassenthwaite Lake. 

Leyland Tiger/Duple Laser 2 C50F 103 (B103 HAO) 
has been withdrawn. 

AEC Routemasters 900-5/7 (TSK 270, WLT 713; 

ALD 941/83/33B; TSK 269, WLT 706; OVS 940, 

WLT 875; TSK 271, WLT 824) all passed to PVS, 
Carlton (dealer) and 901/3/5 have since passed, via 
another dealer, to London Buses (q.v.).. 


Stagecoach Devon ST 


Leyland Titan 964 has remained resident at Exeter and 
965 is at Torquay, busy on service 12 as usual. Roofed 
Scania N113DRB 927 was also in Exeter in late 
September (on service 54). 


Stagecoach East London/Selkent ST 


New deliveries confirmed by LOTS are of 9.9m Dennis 
Tridents TAS230-46 (X367, 231-9, 368, 241-3, 369/71, 
246 NNO). They have Alexander ALX400 H43/21D 
bodywork. 


More Scanias sent to Stagecoach South are S45/7, 
52/9 (J145 HMT, K847/52/69 LMK) with Northern 
Counties H41/25D bodywork, and another transfer 
within Stagecoach sees Volvo Olympians VN18, 24 
(P818/24 GMU) go to Cambus. They have Northern 
Counties H49/31F bodies. 

Leyland Titan T503 (KYV 503X) has been 
withdrawn and 1527 (KYV 527X) has joined others with 
MASS, North Anston. As reported above, T598 — 
previously reported as scrapped — is with 
Cambridgeshire Constabulary. 


Stagecoach East Midland ST 


Leyland Olympian ONLXB/1R/Northern Counties 
H43/30F transferred from Stagecoach Manchester are 
C213/4 CBU, C255 FRJ, D260 FRU. 


Leyland National 2 622 (MWG 622X) has been 
reinstated, but 55 (B155 DHL), Peter Sheffield Leyland 
Leopard coach 174 (MRJ 270W) and Grimsby- 
Cleethorpes Dennis Falcon 231 (EJV 31V) have been 
withdrawn and National 2 628 (SVV 586W) has 

been scrapped. 


Stagecoach Manchester ST 


Leyland Olympians 3020-3 (A585 HDB, A21-3 HNC) 
have gone into reserve stock, 3016-9 (A581-4 HDB) 
have been transferred to Stagecoach Ribble and 
3213/4/55/60 (C213/4 CBU, C255 FRJ, D260 FRu) to 
Stagecoach East Midland. 


More news on the recovery of stolen Olympian 3154 
(B154 XNA) is that it had cheekily been repainted 
allover yellow (including its windows) and given an Irish 
cherished registration mark and was recovered at the 
yard of Salford Skips. 


Further Olympians in MagicBus livery are 
3089/95/114/65/6/73. 


Driver trainer Leyland Atlantean TV2 (SND 452X), 
Leyland Leopard trainers TV5-7 (LIB 1182, ETC 310W, 
GSU 859T) and Bristol LH6L trainers TV8, 9, 11 

(GLJ 490N, VDV 105S, YAE 516V) have all been 
withdrawn for disposal. The trainer fleet comprises 
Atlanteans TV1, 3, 4 (SND 451/55/72X) and Dodge 
Commandos TV10/2-6/8 (D431 SNC, E294 PDC, 
D240 SNC, D41, 56 SNE, E968 CVM, E260 CVR) with 
TV17/9, 20 to follow. 

Withdrawn Leyland Nationals 255/6 (LIL 3317, 

SJI 2054) and Atlantean 4683 (A683 HNB) have 
passed to PVS, Barnsley (dealer), 


Stagecoach Midland Red ST 


In for Rugby from Cheltenham & Gloucester are Volvo 
B6LE/Alexander B36F 852-4 (P852-4 SMR), while 
similar P3820 EFL is another transferred from 
Stagecoach Viscount. Ex-Red & White Dennis Dart 
SLF/Alexander ALX200 R706 YUD and R604 SWO 
have gone to Cambus, R601-3 SWO to Cheltenham & 
Gloucester. 

Former Phil Anslow Mercedes-Benz Vario 
0.814/Plaxton Beaver 2 B31F T586/8 JKG and 
Vario/UVG B29F R624 CTX have been transferred from 
Stagecoach Red & White. 

Ex-Selkent Leyland Olympians 812/4/29/30 

(C112/4 CHM, D129/30 FYM) have passed to 
Stagecoach Transit at Kingston-upon-Hull. 

Former Stagecoach Transit Mercedes-Benz 709D 4326 
(F776 FDV) is not a van, but has lost some seating and 
is used at Nuneaton for driver assessments. 


Stagecoach Oxford ST 


Oxford Tube MAN double-decker coaches are being 
fitted with Back Watch Sonars, whereby proximity of 
objects behind these vehicles (without rear windows) is 
indicated by green, amber and red warning lights which 
show on the dashboard accompanied by an 
increasingly fast beeper. 

Mercedes-Benz 709D 331 (F768 FDV) has been sold, 
333 (F770 FDV) being withdrawn owing to corrosion 
problems. Bristol LH driver trainer 1010 (OCA 640P) 
has remained in stock although for disposal some 
months ago. 


Stagecoach’, 


s) 


SG — Status Bus & 

P Coach Group 

ST — Stagecoach 
Holdings 

YT — Traction 
Group 


Stagecoach Devon 
20 (G806 YTA) is 
typical of the 
growing fleets of 
ex-Ministry of 
Defence Wadham 
Stringer-bodied 
Dodge Commando 
G13 driver trainers 
bought for group 
fleets over the past 
two years. 

MARK BAILEY 
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ENGLAND & WALES 


The gutted remains of 
Wilts & Dorset Optare 
Spectra-bodied DAF 
DB250 3125 

(L125 ELJ), with the 
less extensively 
damaged MetroRider 
and Spectra parked 
on either side. 
Arsonists apparently 
broke the locked 
emergency door of 
3125 to start the fire. 
ANTHONY POULTON 
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Stagecoach Red & White 


Former Phil Anslow Mercedes-Benz 811D 269 

(NIL 8653) and Iveco 59.12s 275/6 (K336/7 RCN) have 
not been used and are to be sold. After only a week, 
Mercedes-Benz Varios 258/60/3 (T586/8 JKG, 

R624 CTX) went to Stagecoach Midland Red. 


Initially, none of the ex-Anslow vehicles had received its 
Red & White fleetnumber or lettering. The former Phil 
Anslow depot at Pontnewynydd (near Pontypool) is to 
continue in use for the time being; 258/62 were 
repainted allover white, pending announcement of the 
new Stagecoach livery. 


Eleven vehicles from the main Red & White fleet have 
been transferred into Pontypool — comprising Leyland 
Lynxes 683/91/2/4 and Alexander-bodied 709Ds 337- 

9/41/3/4/72, of which 338/9/41/3 were reinstated. 


Stagecoach Ribble 


The end of an era is nigh, with just eight Leyland 
Atlanteans remaining in stock, one of these 
delicensed. These comprise ex-Lancaster East Lancs- 
bodied 1205 (LFV 305X) and ex-Hyndburn Alexander- 
bodied 1210/1 (GHV 110/01N) at Blackburn, ex- 
Manchester Northern Counties-bodied 1219 

(A679 HNB) at Preston, ex-Hyndburn 1235/7/8 

RGV 40, 37/8W) at Chorley (1235/8) and delicensed 
(1237) and sole remaining native example, ECW- 
bodied 1481 (TRN 481V) unallocated 


Ex-Stagecoach Manchester MCW Metrobus 1228 
(MRJ 48W) is at work at Burnley and Leyland Olympian 
ONLXCT/1R/Northern Counties H43/30F A581-4 HDB 
have been transferred from Stagecoach Manchester. 


Stagecoach South Group 


On order are two new Alexander-bodied Dennis 
Tridents, plus five Alexander-bodied MAN 18.220HOCL 
single-deckers for Canterbury park-&-ride services. 
Stagecoach East London Trident/Alexander ALX400 
H47/24D W187 TNO (V7180 MEV) has been on loan to 
Hants & Surrey. Cheltenham District's Leyland Titan 
A648 THV has been on loan to Hampshire Bus and 
A854 SUL to Hants & Surrey. 


Acquisitions are many and bring Dennis Dart 
SLF/Plaxton Pointer DP37F 34/5 (P434/5 AYJ, 
HC 5014, 5778) to Hants & Surrey, 36-38 
(P426/57/8 AYJ, HC 9965, HB 5013, HB 8862) and as- 
yet un-reregistered HC 4904, HB 5506 to Hampshire 
Bus, all from Citybus, Hong Kong. 

Scania N113DRB/Northern Counties H41/25D 7711/8- 
20/4/6/41/2/63/5/70 (K871/48-50/4/46 LMK, 

J141/2 HMT, K863/5/70 LMK) from East London have 
gone to East Kent apart from 7765 with South Coast 
Buses. Of these, 7719 arrived in red, all others ready 
painted in corporate livery; 7711/42/70 had been 
loaned to Hants & Surrey at Aldershot and 7719 to 
Hampshire Bus before delivery to East Kent. East 
Kent’s Scanias 7739/44 (J139/44 HMT) are H41/27F 
ex-H41/25D and 7711/25 (K871/55 LMK) have gone to 
Preston Street Coachworks, Faversham for similar 
treatment. They have been followed by similar 

J145 HMT, K847/52/69 LMK. 

Dennis Lance 11SDA3108/Plaxton Verde B42D 
1202/3/6/12 (L202/3/6 YAG; L942 RUN, WLT 467, 
L212 YAG) have been received from Stagecoach 
Selkent and are intended for East Kent/South Coast 
Buses, after single-door conversion at Preston Street 
and repainting. 

Ex-Bluebird Dart 589 (K107 XHG) is with Hants & 
Surrey, 598/9 (K108/9 XHG) are with Sussex Coastline. 
East Kent Leyland Olympian 7120 (C120 CHM) and 
Leyland Titan 7296 (NUW 596Y) have been converted 


Stagecoach Transit 


Leyland Olympian/Alexander H45/31F 944-6 
(C652/8/61 LFT) from Stagecoach Busways and ex- 
London ECW H42/29F-bodied 970-3 (C112/4 CHM, 
D129/30 FYM) from Stagecoach Midland Red are 
acquisitions for Kingston-upon-Hull where extra school 
contracts have been won. 


The company has kindly appended extra detail to last 
month’s notes — the new contracts also led to the 
reinstatement of Dennis Dominator 240 (E140 SAT) 
and the return of 246-8 (F146-8 BKH) from Stockton, 
older 220-2 (C220-2 WAU) being returned to service at 
Stockton although 221 spent July and August working 
in Darlington; 216-9 have been reinstated to reserve. 


Mercedes-Benz 709D 342 (N342 KKH) has migrated to 
Stockton from Darlington and Leyland Fleetlines 140/53 
(JAJ 140W, VEF 153Y) were withdrawn by Darlington. 
Unfortunately, the last Fleetline to enter service in 
Britain, 157 (YAJ 157Y), struck the low Albert Railway 
Bridge in Middlesbrough when there on a private hire 
— which it had managed to avoid throughout its 16 
years’ service based at Stockton. No windows were 
broken and although it escaped any great structural 
damage, no decision has been made as to its future. 
153 was promptly reinstated in its place, but Dominator 
219 is under preparation to replace it. 

Mercedes-Benz 811Ds 316/24 (HDZ 2616, F624 XMS) 
have been withdrawn for disposal, Dominator 224 
(C124 CAT) and 811Ds 303/29 (HDZ 2603, F629 XMS) 
sold to Harrison, Morecambe (dealer). 


Stagecoach United Counties 


Service revisions have led to Leyland Titans 800-2/7 
(NUW 595/53/4/76Y) being delicensed at Corby. 


Stephenson, Rochford, Essex 


All Bristol VRs have been dispensed with, apart from 
smart open-top VRT/SL3/501s VHB 677/8S. 


to semi-automatic from fully-automatic gear control. 


The last operational Bristol VR at Hastings is 7670, 
following mechanical failure of 7655. 


Leyland Titan PD3/4 0424 (424 DCD) was recently 
taken from storage at Portsmouth to Worthing, where 
the engine from privately-owned 296 (FCD 296D) was 
fitted. Full marks Stagecoach — it is being repainted 
and will be kept at Chichester under cover. 


Sussex Coastline Leyland National 2 1006 (BOU 6V) 
has been re-registered JNJ 815YV, its former mark 
transferring to a company car. 


National 2s 129 (HUF 603X), Leyland Titan 7209/88 
(OHV 769Y, KYN 288X), Bristol VRT/SL3s 7652/3/5 
(XJJ 652V etc) and MCW Metrobus Mk2s 
7747/9/52/4/67/72 (E747/9/52 SKR, E754 UKR, 
F767/72 EKM) have been withdrawn for disposal. 


Sales are of National 2 136 (HUF 593X) which had 
been used latterly as a regulator’s office at Havant bus 
station, VRT 165 (XJJ 668V) to Wealden PSV, Five 
Oak Green (dealer), 164 (LFU 880W) to YMCA, 
Basingstoke, 166 (SKL 680X) to Pike, Andover. Titan 
7274 (KYV 474X) has gone to Nash, Weybridge 
(dealer), 7298 (CUL 198V) to Hardwick, Carlton 
(dealer) and Bristol VR 7683 (SKL 683X) to Fleetlink 
(North West), Liverpool (dealer). 

South Coast Buses Bristol VR tree-lopper 9251 
(JWV 251W) was relicensed in September for use by 
East Kent. 


Supertravel, Speke 


The Marshall Minibus is popular here, too, with the 
addition of R112/3 VLX from First CentreWest, the 
former remaining in London red, the latter repainted in 
fleet livery of white and purple. 


TM Travel, Old Tupton, Derbyshire 


Into stock from Aston Express of Killamarsh is former 
West Midlands Leyland Fleetline FES0AGR/Park Royal 
H43/33F SDA 6348. 


Tanat Valley, Pentrefelin 


Three ex-Stagecoach Bluebird Alexander-bodied 
Leyland Olympians are being acquired to oust Leyland 
Fleetlines, first being A46 FRS. 

Renault-Dodge $46/Northern Counties B22F LIL 2830 
(E406 EPE) is in stock from City Nippy, Middleton. 
Ex-Stagecoach Devon Duple Laser-bodied Leyland 
Tiger AKG 197A (A225 VWO) is in use painted 

allover cream. 

DAF MB200/LAG C53Ft RIW 7191 (C767 HKG) and 
Volvo B10M/Van Hool Alizée C49Ft 7388 BY are on 
loan from PSV Products (dealer) (in Hoggans 
European of Swansea livery). 

Owing to bodywork corrosion, ex-Northumbria MCW 
Metroriders E815/9 BTN are not now expected to see 
service here. 

All remaining Leyland Leopards have been advertised 
for sale, these being Plaxton Supreme Ill-bodied 

TDK 726S (TRY 51S), Supreme Express II BRC 140T, 
Supreme Express IV RNV 413V (4012 VC, KUB 546V), 
Duple Dominant-bodied KRN 107/11T and Willowbrook 
003-bodied SCH 148X. TDK passed to PSV Products 
(dealer) and on to a Southport operator. 


Northern Counties-bodied Renault-Dodge S56 
D319 DEF has been withdrawn for cannibalisation. 


Tim’s Travel, Sheerness 


Leyland Olympian ONTL11/2R Sp/ECW CH45/24F 
PJl 4983 (B577 LPE) is an acquisition ex-Stagecoach 
Western Buses. 


Town & Around, Folkestone 


Leyland National 10351B/1R/B49F EPD 542V has 
been acquired from Nash, Weybridge. 


Travel West Midlands NX 


Volvo B7TL/Plaxton President DPH45/27F 4120-4 
(W112 DOA, W421, 122, 523, 124 DOP) have retained 
their W-prefix registrations, 4120-2 being specially 
liveried for the new Airbus service to Birmingham 
International Airport, while 4123 wears a hybrid mix of 
TWW/Airbus livery and 4124 is at Acocks Green for 
service 37 (Birmingham-Solihull). 


A Dennis Trident demonstrator has been busy on 
services 900 (Birmingham-Coventry) and 9 
(Birmingham-Stourbridge). 

It's been a long time since I’ve had to ask — but 
regular reports for this fleet will be particularly 
welcome and indeed for most West Midlands 
operators — do let me have your local news for 
inclusion in ‘Fleet News’ and thanks especially to my 
few regular correspondents from this area. Thank you 
in anticipation. 


UK North, Gorton 


After ceasing to compete with Stagecoach Manchester 
on service 192 (Manchester-Hazel Grove), this 
operator moved on to service 42 (Manchester-East 
Didsbury) on a five-minute frequency and deferred 
plans to add another four vehicles . 

The current fleet is all-DAFs; SB220s are Optare Delta- 
bodied 332 (F332 AWW), Plaxton Paladin-bodied 630, 
822/45, 902/9 (M630, 822/45 RCP, P902/9 PWW), 
Ikarus 480-bodied 605, 763, 833 (M605 RCP etc), 
Plaxton Prestige-bodied SB220LF 396/7 (R396/7 XDA) 
and Ikarus 481-bodied 164/76-8 (T164 AUA, W176- 

8 CDN). Double-deckers are DB250/Alexander ALX400 
651/2/4/5 (V651 LWT etc). 


Village Bus, Newport, Isle of Wight 


This operator ran open-top service 44 with its smart 
Bristol VRT/SL3 open-top/part open-toppers this 
summer, your writer being misled by the prominent 
Traditional Bus Co. fleetnames. Traditional lost the 
franchise for the operation after the 1999 season. 


VRs 503/4 and 681 carry Village Bus fleetnumbers 

3, 4 and 1 respectively, but remain in Southern 

Vectis ownership. 

Former Southern Vectis Bristol RELL6G open-top 864 
(TDL 864k) has been purchased, but has remains 
stored at Newport. 


Walton, Freckleton, Lancs 


Bristol VRT/SL3/ECW LFJ 868W is in stock from 
Redline, Penwortham and Leyland Atlantean/Alexander 
OVK 195R from Go North East. Both are repainted 
yellow and white with prominent Walton’s School 

Bus lettering. 


Warrington Borough Transport 


Twelve more new Dennis Dart SLFs are expected 

this year. 

Leyland Atlanteans 18/9 (MEK 18/9W) are renumbered 
to 318/9 to preclude a fleetnumber clash with new 
Dennis Darts. These are the highest fleetnumbers ever 
used (previous highest was Dart 248). 


Red/ivory repaints have progressed apace, with Darts 
222/4/5/7/30/1/6/41-4/6/7, Leyland Olympian 84 and 
Dennis Dominators 42, 92/5/7, 100/1/3 all painted out 
of red/white in recent months. 


Wensleydale Railway Co 


Cumberland’s first Bristol VRT/SL2 HHH 272N is now 
in use here in a blue and yellow livery for circular 
service 95. 


Western Greyhound, Newquay 


Acquisitions comprise former Stagecoach Cheltenham 
& Gloucester Group Bristol! VRT/SL3/6LXB/ECW 
H43/31F 218 (VOD 596S), unusually pressed into 
service still in its former owner’s allover blue contract 
livery; Mercedes-Benz 811D/Reeve Burgess B33F 498 
(UWR 498, G896 TGG) from Arriva East Herts & Essex 
and 709D/Reeve Burgess B25F F126 TRU from 

Wood, Wigston. 


December 2000 


Williams, Bala 


This fleet has been acquired by Houston Ramm, 
Sudden and the 15 vehicles — including ex-First 
Cymru Plaxton-bodied Leyland Tiger F300 GNS — are 
receiving the new owner's yellow Coachmasters livery. 


Wilts & Dorset 


An arson attack at Lyndhurst outstation on 7 October 
destroyed DAF DB250/Optare Spectra 3125 

(L125 ELJ) and damaged the vehicles parked on either 
side, Spectra 3102 (K102 VLJ) and recently-acquired 
ex-Trent Optare MetroRider 2223 (N223 VRC). Reader 
and Wilts & Dorset employee Anthony Poulton reports 
that a decision is awaited on the MetroRider’s future, 
but 3102 is expected to be repaired. 

Low-floor Spectras 3154-6 have been reseated to 
H50/28F layout. 

A clearout of redundant stock took place in late 
September with MCW Metroriders 
2301/3/35/49/52/4/8/9/61/7/70/6/80 (E452/4/86 MEL, 
E349 REL, F352/4/8/9/61/7/70 URU, E613 FRN, 

E53 HFE), Bristol LH6L 3858 (AFB 595V), Bristol 
VRT/SL3s 4399 (YEL 371T), 4406/18/9 (BFX 574T, 
UDL 675/6S), Damory LHs 5042/3 (YAE 513V, 

AFB 591V), VRs 5061/2 (VPR 484/5S), Metroriders 
5110/3 (E671 JDG, E669 JAD) and Tourist Coaches 
Metrorider 6104 (E666 JAD) sold to Wigley, 

Carlton (dealer). 


Yellow Buses, Bournemouth 


Travel West Midlands Volvo B7TL/Plaxton President 
W124 DOP was inspected at Mallard Road before 
orders now totalling 24 East Lancs Vyking-bodied 
B7TLs were placed for delivery in batches of eight in 
spring 2001, 2002 and 2003. It is expected that two of 
each batch will be convertible open-toppers. 

A new contract to Hurn Airport is being operated, for 
which a new midibus is expected to replace the Dennis 
Dart currently used. 

A chilling incident recently saw a professional driver of 
13 years’ standing with this operator blamelessly 
attacked by a group of youths at the kerbside between 
Kinson and Boscombe, who cruelly aimed a laser pen 
at the cab with the result that he was blinded in 

one eye. 

Dorset Travel Volvo B10M/Plaxton Paramounts 

PJI 3354 and H371 VCG have been withdrawn 

for disposal. 

Leyland Leopard driver trainer MUD 27W has had a 
special livery added to its base yellow. 

Christchurch Buses-liveried Leyland Fleetline 151 
(ERU 151V) has been cannibalised and its remains 
sold for scrap. 


Yorkshire Coastliner BL 


Leyland Olympian 423 (M923 UYG) has been sold to 
Keighley & District. 


Yorkshire Terrier YT 


Volvo B6 2273 is another refurbished at Ecclesfield and 
Leyland National 2s 2083/4 have gone to Holbrook 
from Ecclesfield. 

Plaxton-bodied Volvo B10M 308 (NHE 340) has been 
reseated to C53F layout and based at Holbrook in a 
livery of white with two green bands. 

Leyland Nationals 44/7 (VRP 529S, CBV 777S) have 
been withdrawn and 68 (SWE 4408S) sold to Wigley, 
Carlton (dealer), withdrawn 69 (DET 474V) remaining 
on-site. 

Leyland Fleetline 1701 (OKW 515R) has been acquired 
for preservation by the 1515 Group, 1715 (SDA 762S) 
being noted at PVS, Carlton (dealer). 


ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 


Yorkshire Traction YT 


Further Optare MetroRider MR15/B31F from Trent 
Buses are 369-73 (N217-21 VRC) from Trent Buses. 


MCW Metroliner 99 has been refurbished to CH53/20Ct 
layout and has lost its servery, while 71 is in National 
Express Shuttle livery with 75 to follow. 


Recently-repainted Leyland Olympians 663 and 709 
have had their rearmost upper saloon seats turned to 
face each other, to reduce vandalism. 


Withdrawals are of MCW Metroriders 323/4/40 and 567 
(F323/4 EDT, F710 CWJ, E234 DTV). 


Volvo B6s 120/3 (L81/6 CNY) have passed to Road 
Car following 121 and Leyland Olympian 608. 
Metroriders 321/2/6/8/9/39 and 565 (F321/2/6/8 EDT, 
F709 CW4J, F237 HTO) have gone on to Premier 
Motors, Wigan but 331/6/8 and 546 (F331/6/8 EDT, 
E546 VKY) were noted recently with Wigley, Carlton 
(dealer). 


CHANNEL ISLANDS 


GUERNSEY 


Guernseybus 


It is with much regret that | have to report that this 
operator ceased trading on 12 October. 


Island Coachways has agreed to take up local bus 
services and the MetroRiders and just six Bristol LH 
coaches are expected to be taken on by that concern. 


Sadly, the vintage fleet is not even being considered by 
Island Coachways and was to be sold in one lot toa 
dealer as quickly as possible. It comprised rebodied 
1951 Leyland Tiger/Guernseybus-Priaulx (1989) O35F 
16 (2493, J 5567), 1992 DP33F-rebodied 17 (28231, 
9439, J 5660), 1950 AEC Regent III/Weymann- 
Guernseybus 029/26R 14 (54636, 2388, KXW 123), 
similar but Park Royal-Guernseybus 029/26R 15 
(58651, 2634, KXW 476), Weymann 029/26R-bodied 
18 (2972, LUC 196), part-rebuilt 1950 Regent III/Park 
Royal forward-entrance LLU 804 and the extraordinary 
1950 Leyland Titan/Park Royal-Guernseybus H29/23F 
18 (47312, 995, KYY 647) with coach seating in its 
upper saloon and straight, centre-mounted staircase 
used regularly as a one-person-operated vehicle. 


Isle of Man Transport 


Another Leyland Lynx into service is 98 (MAN 98F). 
Leyland Atlantean CMN 36C has reverted to its original 
registration UOR 322T with the Silhouettes Dance 
Troupe, Chester. 


Group codes 


AA — Arriva 
Passenger 
Services 

BL — Blazefield 
Holdings 

DG — DelGro. 


Group 
| NX — National 
Express 


| Group 
| SG — Status Bus & 
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SANDY MACDONALD SCOTLAND 


Shiel Buses of 
Acharacle now 
operates the one-time 
MacBrayne service 
between Mallaig and 
Arisaig. H251 XDS, a 
Van Hool-bodied 
Volvo B9M new to 
Crawford of Neilston 
and subsequently 
with West Coast 
Motors whose livery 
style it retains, is 
seen leaving Morar. 
The early-1980s film 
Local Hero was 
partly set on Morar’s 
silver sands. 

M. L. WEYELL 
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Scottish reports should be sent, please, to 
Sandy Macdonald, 12 Morton Gardens, 


Maxwell Park, Glasgow, G41 4AF or by e-mail to: 
sandybus @aol.com to reach him by 15 
December for the February issue. 


Allan, Gorebridge 


Beulas C49Ft-bodied Iveco EuroRider 391.12.35 
B11 DWA was new in April. 


Arriva Scotland West AA 


Mercedes-Benz 811Ds 249/71; Mercedes-Benz 709D 
304; Scania L113 505; and Dennis Darts 811/9/32/46 
have been repainted into corporate livery. 


Dormobile-bodied Mercedes-Benz 709D 331 

(K132 XRE) has been sold to City Sprinter, Renfrew 
and Alexander-bodied Mercedes-Benz L608D 345 
(D174 VRP) was acquired by Puma, Glasgow in 
September. Other vehicles which had left the fleet by 
August include Alexander-bodied Mercedes-Benz 811D 
325 (G32 OHS); Park Royal-bodied Leyland Titan 
TNLXB2RRSp 916 (CUL 95V); ECW-bodied Bristol 
VRTs 924 (PKM 116R), 928 (DUP 745S); Roe-bodied 
Leyland Atlantean AN68A/1R 930 (EPH 220V); MCW- 
bodied Metrobus DR101/14s 918/43 (GYE 604/5W); 
and similar DR101/9 961 (BYX 200V). 


Austin, Earlston 


Hispano Vita C49Ft-bodied Mercedes-Benz 0.404 
W417 HOB was new in June. 


Brown, Kinloch Rannoch 


LDV M16-bodied LDV Convoy X626 XSL was new in 
September to this operator which trades as Broons. 


Bruce, Shotts 


Van Hool-bodied Volvo B10M-61 FIL 8613 (A297 RSU) 
was sold to Moseley (dealer), Glenmavis in September 
and subsequently passed to MacDonald, Cumbernauld. 


Caber, Aberfeldy 


Wright DP28F-bodied Renault S75 HDZ 5489 joined 
this fleet in September ex-First Leicester 789. 


Cheyne, Daviot 


Plaxton Cheetah C33F-bodied Mercedes-Benz Vario 
0.814D X224 USC was new in October. 


Christie, Alloa 


Plaxton C53F-bodied Volvo B10M-62 N849 AHP 
(95 D 41604) was acquired in September ex-Malcolm, 
Cowdenbeath. 


Cityliner, Greenock 


Van Hoo! Alizée C53F-bodied Volvo B10M-60 GIL 3573 
(L701 AHS, 7062 WW, L254 AHS, KSK 950, SKY 784) 
was sold to Blythswood (dealer), Glasgow in August 

and subsequently passed to DJ International, Barrhead. 


City Sprinter, Renfrew 


Dormobile B29F-bodied Mercedes-Benz 709D 
K132 XRE was acquired in September ex-Arriva 
Scotland West 331. 


Coakley, Motherwell 


Service 243 (Wishaw-Birkenshaw) started on 
8 October and operates every 20 minutes on Mondays 
to Saturdays. 


Collison, Stonehouse 


Former Ministry of Defence Wadham Stringer B48F- 
bodied Dennis Javelin K199 FLS (15 KL 47) was sold 
to Curness, Blantyre in September. 


Cosgrove, Monifeith 


Marshall-bodied Iveco 59.12 M61 WER was acquired in 
August ex-Biss, Stansted and is to be used on the local 
service work in the Dundee area. It is still in dark blue 
Biss livery at present. ECW-bodied Leyland Tiger 

WPH 138Y had been put to work by October in its 
yellow school bus guise. 


Cumbrae, Millport 


Low-floor Ikarus-bodied DAF SB220GS W235 CDN has 
been repainted from allover white into a smart new 
livery of white with a deep red skirt swept up towards 
the rear to roof level, the rear being all red, and with 
matching red Cumbrae Coaches fleetnames. Similar 
step-entrance R11 WAL has also been repainted into 
these colours, as has the company’s service van. 
Leyland National GMB 388T remains in the previous 
livery of red with black window surrounds and silver 
wheels, but is currently delicensed — presumably for 
the winter. 


Dart, Paisley 


Caetano-bodied Dennis Dart SLFs D34/5 
(W986/5 WDS) are B44F. 


Docherty, Irvine 


Further variety was added to the bus section of this 
fleet in October with the arrival of B36F-bodied Optare 
Excel L1070s N207/8 LCK, previously Blackpool 
Transport 207/8. They have been repainted into the 
blue and white livery for use on local service work and 
the first entered service on the Castlepark route on 

25 October. 


First Aberdeen FG 


On 24 October a new Alexander ALX400-bodied Volvo 
double-decker was noted in King Street depot. No 
further details were available at the time of writing. 


In October Irizar Century-bodied Scania K113 96 had 
lost its Grampian Coaches branding and been given 
blue ‘The Celebration Bus’ lettering on its silver 
executive coach livery, together with lettering on the 
windows for sponsors of this cause which is supported 
by various major companies to mark the achievements 
of UK schools. 


Alexander-bodied Leyland Atlantean 269 
(HRS 269V) was sold for scrap to Dunsmore (dealer), 
Larkhall in October. 


First Edinburgh FG 


As part of the FirstGroup restructuring previously 
mentioned, from the beginning of October First 
Edinburgh Ltd took over responsibility for Dalkeith, 
Livingston, Musselburgh, North Berwick and Westfield 
depots with its head office located at the latter, while 
Midland Bluebird Ltd took responsibility for Balfron, 
Bannockburn, Galashiels, Hawick, Kelso, Larbert, 
Linlithgow and Peebles depots with its head office 
remaining at Carmuirs House, Larbert. Both companies 
will continue to trade as First Edinburgh. Operator 
licences for Eastern Scottish and Lothian Transit are 
still held, but no vehicles carry their discs at present. 


lrizar InterCentury C51Ft-bodied Scania L941B 2108 
(P20 GRT) was acquired in May ex-Mairs Coaches 714 
but was not used until September when it entered 
service from Westfield depot, still in Scottish Citylink 
colours but without logos. Alexander H45/32F-bodied 
Leyland Olympian ONLXB/1R 914 (A982 FLS) was 
transferred to this fleet around September from First 
Glasgow where it was numbered LO124. 


The latest repaints into First Edinburgh livery include 
Scania L113 510, Mercedes-Benz 709D 637, 

MCW Metrobus 814, Ailsa 1049 and Optare 
MetroRider 1506. 


Summer loans returned to Arriva (dealer), Gomersal in 
September included Van Hool C46Ft-bodied DAF 
SB3000WS 2302 (P4 RDJ); Van Hool-bodied DAF 
MB230 2305 (K535 RUX); and C44Ft-bodied EOS 
£180Zs 2504/8 (P204/18 RWR). 


Half-hourly Monday to Saturday subsidised Edinburgh 
local service 60 (Lothian Street-Dumbiedykes) was 
started on 16 September. Some Dennis Dart and 
Scania buses have been given lettering on their 
nearside roof panels to advertise a new, unlimited use 
weekly ticket for the central Lothian area; the tickets 
can be purchased from drivers. . 


First Glasgow FG 


SV606, the last of the 30 Alexander ALX300-bodied 
Volvo B10BLE buses, entered service in September 
from Larkfield depot. 

Plaxton Beaver 2 B27F-bodied Mercedes-Benz 
0.814Ds P807-11 REX have been transferred to this 
fleet from First Eastern Counties where they were 
numbered 807-11. They were being prepared for 
service at Larkfield depot in October and are the first of 
about 30 vehicles of this type which are being 
transferred from other group companies in the 

near future. 


Plaxton Pointer-bodied Dennis Dart SLF W671 TNV 
was on loan during October and was used from 
Dumbarton depot in allover white without fleetnames. 


On the occasion of Scottish first minister Donald 
Dewar's funeral which took place in Glasgow on 

18 October, several new Wright Axcess Floline-bodied 
Scania L94UBs were used to transport dignitaries 
between Glasgow Airport, Glasgow Cathedral and the 
Kelvingrove Art Galleries where a reception was held 
after the service. In full FirstGroup livery but without 
fleetnames, these buses were from stock and had been 
in store at Knightswood and Larkfield depots, but may 
or may not join the First Glasgow fleet; the 
X425/6/9/34/9/41-3/6/53 UMS registrations on those 
seen could follow on after L94UB/Wright Solar $S123. 


Alexander-bodied Leyland Olympian ONLXB/1R LO124 
(A982 FLS) was transferred to First Edinburgh 
around September. 


Gibson, Renfrew 


On 3 October this operator started a frequent, new 
service 22 between Paisley and Erskine, a link on 
which Arriva Scotland West has had no competition 
since acquiring Bridge Coaches some years ago. 


L653/7/9 MYG are a further trio of Plaxton B27F-bodied 
Mercedes-Benz 711Ds acquired in September from 
Keighley & District where they were numbered 102/6/8. 
Reeve Burgess B23F-bodied Mercedes-Benz 709D 
H404 FGS has also been acquired recently ex- 
Sovereign Bus & Coach. 


Reeve Burgess-bodied Mercedes-Benz 709D 
E205 YGC was re-registered GIB 6135 in September. 


Gillen, Port Glasgow 


Alexander B21F-bodied Dodge S56 D312 MHS and 
Northern Counties B22F-bodied Dodge S46 LAZ 6739 
(D426 NNA) were sold to Fleetlink (dealer), Mossley in 
February and July respectively last year. Alexander 
B21F-bodied S56 D301 MHS was sold to Trent Valley 
(dealer), Rugeley in April this year, and Reeve Burgess 
B20F-bodied Mercedes-Benz 609D G84 SKR had also 
gone by July. 


Glasgow Citybus 


Two more buses added to this fleet in October were 
Leyland National NL116L11/1R-B50F DOC 41V ex- 
Teamdeck, Honley and Ikarus DP42F-bodied DAF 
$B220 J809 KHD ex-Capital, West Drayton DK. 


Goosecroft, Denny 


Plaxton B23F-bodied Mercedes-Benz 709D J934 WHJ 
was acquired in September ex-Arriva East Herts & 
Essex 2314, 


BACK ON THE ROAD 


Preserved Scottish buses hit the headlines in October when 
efforts to reduce the country’s drug addiction and related 
crime problems were highlighted by the launch of a new 
initiative named Back on the Road. 


This project aims to prepare recovering addicts for returning 
to work and is co-ordinated by Scotland Against Drugs, 
together with various other public and private organisations. It 
will provide six months’ practical experience in a workplace 
environment to pave the way for a return to steady 
employment — and the temporary employment is the 
restoration of buses owned by the well-known Glasgow 
preservationist Michael Roulston. 


His collection of former Glasgow Corporation/Strathclyde 
PTE vehicles is now housed mainly in part of a former 
shipyard at Whiteinch, the best known being 1957 Daimler 
CVD650-30 (Gardner 6LW) D217 and 1959 Leyland Titan 
PD2/24 L163. Others awaiting action to bring them up to the 
standard of these two comprise 1938 AEC Regent tow-wagon 
AR292; 1947 AEC Matador recovery vehicles FYS 7, 10; 
1958 BUT RETB1 single-deck trolleybus TBS21; 1959 
Daimler CVG6s D256/8; 1960 AEC Regent Vs A341/50; 1960 
Leyland Titan PD3/2 L446; 1975 Ailsa B55-10 AV1; 1979 
Leyland Atlantean LA1285; and similar 1980/81 
LA1408/40/2/3/8. More Atlanteans have been purchased from 
First Glasgow in the shape of driver trainers LA1396/9, 
1400/2/3/16/7 and they will move to Whiteinch in due course. 
A few other vehicles are also owned including former London 


Of these, it is intended that L446 will be the first to be 
restored by those on the Back on the Road project, and work 
has already started on this, with others to follow. Longer-term 
plans for the collection include the creation of a Glasgow Bus 
Museum offering a membership scheme, possible weekend 
opening and trips to rallies and similar events using the 
restored vehicles. 


PERTH TRAFFIC PLAN 


The Perth Transport Plan, a £2 million public-private initiative 
involving Stagecoach, Perth & Kinross Council and the 
Scottish Executive, was launched on 9 October at Perth bus 
station by Stagecoach co-founder Ann Gloag. It introduces 
bus priorities to the city and its surroundings, and comprises 
dedicated bus lanes and bus-activated traffic signals. 


The first bus service to be upgraded under the scheme is 
Stagecoach 7 which now offers an enhanced frequency of six 
buses per hour during the day on an extended cross-city 
route between Scone and Noab’s Ark, Hillend. A revised 
zonal fares system based on fares such as 10p, 40p and 70p 
has been introduced, and this should add to the travel time 
savings expected to be achieved by the priority measures. 


Seven new Alexander ALX300-bodied MAN single-deck 
buses, equipped with transponders and carrying route 
branding, were delivered in time for the launch and are being 
used on other services such as 1/2. It is anticipated that a 
further seven will arrive before the end of the year to extend 
the benefits to other routes. 


Transport AEC Routemaster RM759 in Glasgow colours. 


Guide Friday 


The company has kindly supplied details of the 
vehicles allocated to its four Scottish operations, as at 
October, as follows: 

Edinburgh — Northern Counties-bodied Daimler 
Fleetlines UKV 473/9R (PAU 196/8A); East Lancs- 
bodied Leyland Atlanteans OTO 573/4/84M, GRC 887- 
9N; similar Park Royal-bodied WJY 759 (VPA 152S); 
similar Northern Counties-bodied ATV 6737; similar 
Roe-bodied STK 125T, KPJ 242W; and Roe-bodied 
Leyland Olympians A145 DPE, A156/8/9 FPG. All are 
lettered for the Edinburgh Tour except for WJY 759 
(Britannia service) and UKV 479R (Dynamic Earth). 
GRC 888N and the four Olympians are in the 

new livery. 

Glasgow — East Lancs-bodied Leyland Atlanteans 
OTO 571M, TYJ 6, 13T, and ARC 6377, all of which 
were lettered for the Glasgow Tour. 

Inverness — East Lancs-bodied Leyland Atlantean 
PCR 307M lettered for the City Tour, and Northern 
Counties-bodied Daimler Fleetlines UKV 482/70R 
(PAU 197/9R) lettered for the Inverness & Culloden 
Tour. The latter pair were in the new livery. 

Stirling — Alexander-bodied Leyland Atlanteans 
BFS 45L, DSX 87L (BFS 44L) and ORS 216R, all 
lettered for the Stirling Tour. 


HAD Coaches, Shotts 


X939 NUB is a further Optare Solo which was new in 
September and normally works out of Dodds’ Ayr depot 
together with similar W281-4 EYG. 


As part of Strathclyde Passenger Transports revised 
Optare Solo-operated Clydesdale Dial-a-Bus service 
introduced on 9 October, there has been a new 
Saturdays-only shoppers facility 197 between Elsrickle 
and East Kilbride bus station via Biggar, Lanark and 
Kirkmuirhill which is available on a pre-booked basis to 
any passenger, whether Dial-a-Bus registered or not. 
This service has reintroduced normal public transport to 
Elsrickle after an absence of several years. 


Hall, Kennoway 


Leyland National 11351A/2R-B49F UFG 60S was 
purchased in September from Stagecoach Fife. 


Hutchison, Overtown 


X304 JGE is the second of the pair of Alexander 
ALX300-bodied Volvo B10BLE which joined this fleet in 
September; their purchase offers a larger passenger 
capacity for certain work, rather than a change of policy 
away from Optare Excels as suggested last month. 
Both X303/4 XGE were returned to the coachbuilders 
soon after delivery to have areas of cream below the 
windows repainted into blue. 


These new buses have replaced Duple 300-bodied 
Volvo B10M-55s F771/2 JYS which were sold to 
Mundell, Port Askaig in October. 
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Johnson, Brae 


Plaxton C57F-bodied DAF SB2305 G953 KJX was 
acquired from Leask, Lerwick in October, while Ford 
M14-bodied Ford Transit S710 KSA was new in 
October 1998 but has not been reported until now. 


Leask, Lerwick 


Ikarus B49F-bodied DAF SB220 M833 RCP was 
obtained in December 1998 ex-NCP, Birmingham 
Airport and used for six months before returning to 
Arriva (dealer), Gomersal. 


Plaxton C45F-bodied Bedford YMQ MPS 901W had 
been scrapped by the end of last year; Dormobile 
B20FL-bodied Ford Transit N746 LUS had left the fleet 
by May; and Plaxton-bodied DAF SB2305 G953 KJX 
was sold to Johnson, Brae in October. 


Long, Salsburgh 


Van Hool C55F-bodied Volvo B10M-60 L3 LCC and 
Caetano C33F-bodied MAN 11.190 M105 PRS were 
sold to Moseley (dealer), Glenmavis in October. 


Lothian 


Further to last month's issue, the position regarding the 
latest batch of Plaxton President H47/24D-bodied 
Dennis Tridents had been clarified by mid-October. 
Forty-two are due, to be numbered 551-4/6-9/61-4/6- 
9/71-9/81-9/91-8 — note that there will be no 
555/60/65/70/80/90 in this batch, thus correcting the 
previous report. Those in service by mid-October 
included 551-4/6-9/61-4/6-9/71-7 (W551 RSG etc) and 
582/4-7/95/8 (X582/4-7/95/8 USC); 597 was delivered 
carrying registration X597 UKS, but it is believed that 
this is an error and that it would be re-registered 

X597 USC before entering service. Those numbered 
up to 573 are allocated to Central Garage, while 574 
upwards will all be based at Longstone principally for 
use on service 3 (Clovenstone-Birkenside). 


Following entry into service, these new buses are 
being fitted with Dennis front wheel embellishers which 
enhances their appearance; similarly, Volvo B7TLs 
291-6 were also given front wheel embellishers 
recently. 


Tridents from 546 onwards have 245hp engines and 
three-speed Voith transmission compared to 210hp 
engines and four-speed ZF systems on earlier 
examples. 


The remaining Plaxton-bodied Leyland Tiger coaches 
are currently being refurbished with 72 the first to 
emerge from the paintshop in October in a livery of 
mainly white with madder waistband trimmed with a 
cherry red stripe, red fleetnumbers and large red 
Lothian fleetnames on the sides, rear and front. This 
scheme resembles that applied to low-floor buses, but 
without the harlequin gold and red squares. If other 
coaches are eventually given these colours, it would 
herald the end of a long era during which buses and 
coaches had their own identities — black and white 
having been the coach livery for many years, later 
changed to white with blue lining and lettering. 


Leyland National 144 has had its seats retrimmed with 
blue fabric and repainted into a dedicated livery for the 
daily National Art Galleries free shuttle service. Its 
lower panels are yellow rather than madder which, with 
the combination of white upperworks and madder 
wheels, resembles the pre-Stagecoach Newcastle 
Busways livery. Similar 142 has also been refurbished, 
but repainted into normal livery for further passenger 
service, while 140/1/3 are now B42D ex-B45F. 


The first examples in this fleet of contravision, offside 
vinyl advertisements have appeared on Volvo 
Olympians 969/76 which advertise Coors Light Beers 
— it should be noted that the offside Bus Map 
advertisements on 256/82 are on a white painted base. 


Open-top Dennis Tridents 31-34 have been given front, 
rear and offside logos for City Sightseeing on red 
backgrounds, in preparation for the new tour 
arrangements previously mentioned. 
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End of the road: 
MacDonald of Back 

DSE 980T, a Plaxton 
Supreme Express IV- 
bodied Bedford YLQ in 
MacBrayne-inspired red, 
cream and apple green 
with tables and shelving 
installed between seats, 
parked at the Grampian 
Television studios in 
Stornoway in August. 
Grampian has followed 
MacDonald's demise by 
ceasing its Gaelic 
language news 
broadcasts. 
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SCOTLAND 


The company has offered a further 22 Leyland 
Olympians for sale — directly this time, rather than 
through a dealer. They are being sold in four separate 
lots comprising two lots of six Y-registration vehicles 
and two lots of five A-registration ones. 


ECW-bodied Leyland Olympians 681-3 (OFS 681-3Y) 
have been acquired by Powell, Hellaby while similar 
671/93 (OFS 671/93Y) are with Marbill, Beith and 
Prentice, Haddington respectively. Leyland Lynxes 
187/8 (H187/8 OSG) have been acquired by Brylaine 
Travel, Boston while more Alexander-bodied Leyland 
Atlanteans reported with new owners earlier this year 
are 641 (GSC 641X) with Palmer, Luton and 653 
(GSC 653X) with Cole, Treorchy. 


The historic Shrubhill head office and central works 
complex eventually closed in August, the closure 
process having started over a year ago. All engineering 
work is now carried out at the three operational 
garages, while the head office, traffic, marketing and 
administration departments are based at Central 
Garage. Legal lettering on vehicles has changed 
accordingly to 55 Annandale Street. 


Scotland's first city-wide smartcard ticketing system is 
expected to be launched in December. The existing 
Wayfarer 3 ticket machines will be upgraded and 
50,000 Philips stored value cards are being purchased 
for distribution to passengers. 


McColl, Balloch 


Fire-damaged MCW Metrobus LOA 351X, previously 
used as a seat store, has now been repaired and is 
being used in passenger service. 


MacDonald, Back 


This Lewis operator ceased trading in August. Vehicles 
still owned at that time comprised Alexander-bodied 
Leyland Leopard PSU3C/3R OLS 537P, Duple-bodied 
Bedford YMT YSE 56S, Plaxton-bodied Bedford YLQ 
DSE 980T and Van Hool-bodied Volvo B10M-61 

D605 MVR. 


FLEET /N FOCUS 


FLEET: 


J Docherty & Sons, trading as Docherty’s Midland Coaches 


BASED: 


Priory Park, Auchterarder, Perth & Kinross 


James Docherty Snr had been a coal merchant from 1944 but 
switched into buses in 1947. The Midland Coaches name was 
chosen because Auchterarder is near the middle of Scotland. His 
fleet included an interesting selection of Albion, Bedford, Leyland 
and Tilling Stevens makes and by the early 1950s he had 
developed a twice-weekly service in the Auchterarder and Kinkell 
Bridge area. Buses were given up, however, in the mid-1950s to 
allow the development of a haulage business which is still run 
today with five Volvo lorries. Bus operation was started again in 
1980 by Jim Docherty Jnr who had served his time with well-known 
bus operator A. & C. McLennan of Spittalfield. Although coal and 
builders merchant interests have been given up in recent years, 
the bus and lorry businesses are continuing, very much a family 
affair with his wife and three sons now involved. 


WHERE DOES 
IT OPERATE?: 


Tours and hires are operated throughout a wide area and school 
contracts are also operated locally. Commercial 


journeys have been provided on the Perth-Blackford route since 
1986, together with other journeys on this route subsidised 

by Perth & Kinross Council. Services between Perth and Stirling 
are also operated on behalf of this and Stirling Council. 


LIVERY: 


White with a black and grey line. 


HOW MANY 
VEHICLES?: 


Twenty discs held and 21 vehicles owned at present, mainly Volvo 
coaches and Mercedes-Benz minibuses. 


MOST UNUSUAL 
VEHICLE?: 


Either Plaxton-bodied Volvo B10M-61 JD 3164 which started life in 
1987 with the USSR Trade Delegation in London and joined this 
fleet in 1992, or 1936 Leyland Tiger TS7 JA 5515 with Windover 
coachwork which is its fourth body. In his spare time, 

Jim Docherty is currently rebuilding a Honda grass cutter into a 
five-seat minibus for his grandchildren. 


Left: 

Star of the Docherty’s 
Midland Coaches fleet 
is JA 5515, its 
Windover-bodied 1936 
Leyland Tiger TS7, seen 
here at the Scottish 
Vintage Bus Museum 
at Lathalmond. Its 
original Harrington 
body was removed on 
delivery to North 
Western Road Car and 
replaced by an older 
Eastern Counties body. 
That, in turn, was 
replaced by a new 
Harrington body in 
1939 and the 
Windover body was 
fitted in 1950. 
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MacDonald, Cumbernauld 


Van Hool CH49/9Ft-bodied Volvo B10M-61 FIL 8613 
(A297 RSU) was acquired from Bruce, Shotts in 
September. 


MacDonald, West Gernish 


Plaxton C53F-bodied Ford R1114 JKV 424V was 
acquired by this South Uist operator in June 1998 ex- 
Dodd, Snaith & Tilley, Haltwhistle. 


McTaggart, Greenock 


Van Hool C51Ft-bodied DAF SB3000s M628/50 RCP 
were obtained in May for this operator’s current 
business, Voyager International. They were previously 
being used by MacLean, Buckie and Baker, Trowbridge 
respectively, 


Mac Tours, Cockenzie 


A further addition to this fleet in September was MCW 
H41/30R-bodied Leyland Titan PD3A/1 HFR 507E, 
previously Blackpool Transport 907. 


Mairs, Aberdeen FG 


Van Hool Alizée C49Ft-bodied DAF SB3000 742 
(JSV 426, J812 KHD) was finally sold to Ramm 
(dealer), Sudden in September, complete with its 
cherished registration. 


Marbill, Beith 


Sitcar C27F-bodied Mercedes-Benz 0.815D X228 RCS 
was new in September, and two new Van Hool-bodied 
Volvo coaches are to be delivered shortly. 

Other recent acquisitions comprise East Lancs 
H51/35D-bodied Volvo Citybus B10M-50s B303-5 KVO, 
previously Nottingham City Transport 303-5, and ECW 
H50/31D-bodied Leyland Olympian ONTL11/2R 

OFS 671Y, previously Lothian Buses 671. 


Mayne, Buckie 


Van Hool Alizée C49F-bodied Volvo B10M-62 
X777 GSM was new in October. 


MCT, Motherwell 


X30 MCT is a Caetano Optimo C26F-bodied Toyota 
Coaster BB50R new in September. 


Meffan, Kirriemuir YT 


Alexander-bodied Mercedes-Benz 811D F485 GGG 
had been re-seated B33F, ex-C33F, by September. 


Milligan, Mauchline 


Caetano C49Ft-bodied Volvo B10M-61 IIL 6234 
(C683 KDS) was sold to Moseley (dealer), Glenmavis 
in October. 


Mitchell, Plean 


Hourly, Monday to Saturday service 008 (Plean- 
Cornton) was started on 21 September. 


Moffat & Williamson, Gauldry 


Plaxton Cheetah C33F-bodied Mercedes-Benz 0.814D 
X937 XSP was new in October and entered service 
from St Fort depot in allover white. 


Morrow, Glasgow 


Plaxton Beaver-bodied Mercedes-Benz Vario 

R585 HDS has been given a mainly blue advertising 
livery for Stefano’s Fast Foods, Drumchapel but retains 
fleet colours on the front. 


Mundell, Port Askaig 


Duple 300 B53F-bodied Volvo B10M-55s F771/2 JYS 
were acquired from Hutchison, Overtown in October, 
but were being re-seated with 3+2 seating configuration 
to increase their capacity for school service work before 
being shipped to their new home on Islay. 


Munro, Jedburgh 


Alexander ALX200 B43F-bodied Dennis Dart SLFs 
X462-7 UKS had all arrived and entered service on the 
new local services by the end of September; all seven 
are in a livery of white with red and maroon bands, and 
‘Munro's Jedliner’ fleetnames. They have modular 
seating and Wayfarer 3 ticketing equipment. 

Ford Transit L938 TJR had joined this fleet by August, 
having previously been in non-PSV use. Mondays to 
Fridays Jedburgh Circular service 21 started on 

8 October. 


Myles, Plean 


Plaxton Beaver 2 B31F-bodied Mercedes-Benz 0.814D 
828 GGA, last recorded with Hunter, Sauchie but 
previously with Mitchell, Plean, has entered service 
with this operator. 


Order of Malta, Stirling 


Devon Conversions M12L-bodied Iveco 40.12 
K161 UKE was purchased in August from West Lothian 
Mobility, Livingston but is not currently in use. 


Park, Hamilton 


Van Hool Alizée-bodied Volvo B10M-62s LSK 

499 (C53F) and LSK 874 (C49Ft) were transferred to 
this fleet from the Trathens, Plymouth subsidiary 

in September. 


Jonckheere-bodied Volvo B10M-62 KSK 983 and 
similar Van Hool-bodied KSK 985 (R904 JGA) were 
repainted into National Express livery in September, ex- 
Scottish Citylink and Insight Travel colours respectively. 


PD Travel, Glasgow 


Although it is still trading as PD Travel with vehicles 
garaged in the Albion Industrial Estate at Yoker, this 
business was officially renamed Bayview Enterprises of 
Helensburgh in August when a new operator licence 
was granted in that name replacing that of Docherty, 
Dumbarton. Vehicles in the fleet at that time comprised 
Dodge S46 LAZ 4475 (D424 NNA); Dodge S56s 


C831 CBU, D883 MDB, D906 NDB; Mercedes-Benz 
L608Ds C218 EKJ, C823 SDY, C422 VVN, D538 FAE, 
D515/21/45 RCK, D234 URG, D80 VCC; and 
Mercedes-Benz 709Ds K390/1 SLB. 


Prentice, Haddington 


Plaxton C48Ft-bodied Volvo B10M-60 OIL 5640 

(J716 CW7) joined this fleet in September, having been 
last used by Silver Coach Lines, Edinburgh. Another 
recent addition is ECW H50/31D-bodied Leyland 
Olympian ONTL11/2R OFS 698Y, previously Lothian 
693, which was quickly re-registered SIL 1075 and 
repainted allover silver grey. 


Puma, Glasgow 


Alexander B20F-bodied Mercedes-Benz L608D 
D174 VRP was acquired in September ex-Arriva 
Scotland West 345. 


Rapsons Coaches RN 


The business and nine vehicles of Morrison, 
Castletown were taken over in August with Morrison's 
local service registrations being cancelled from 19 
September. The premises were not included in the deal 
and operations were transferred to Rapson’s Thurso 
depot. Further details will be given in due course. In 
September the holiday business of Tain-based 
Transeuropean Holidays joined the group. This 
company has operated coach tours throughout Britain 
and mainland Europe for many years but did not 
operate coaches directly, so no vehicles were involved 
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in the transaction. 
ECW H43/31F-bodied Bristol VRT/SL3/6LXB 330 


(VAH 280X) was acquired in February, having 
previously been Stagecoach Viscount 790. 


Roberts, Rothiemay 


Plaxton C57F-bodied Volvo B10M-60 NIL 5906 
(H71 PWO) was purchased in May ex-Snowdon, 
Easington Colliery. Berkhof CH48/12Ft-bodied Volvo 
B10M-61 ODZ 5446 (A253 WSU, WLT 465, 

A312 RSU) moved in the opposite direction at 

that time. 


Shuttle Buses, Kilwinning 


An un-registered Alexander ALX200-bodied Dennis 
Dart was inspected recently. 

Dormobile-bodied Mercedes-Benz 709D |U! 9892, 
which has been dedicated to the Grange Bingo 
contract for the past three years and carried a pink 
overall advertising livery, has recently been repainted 
into fleet colours and fitted out as a service bus. 


Wayfarer 3 ticketing equipment has been installed in all 


service buses in the fleet. 


Leyland National 10351A/2R-DP40F OJD 888R was 
sold in July to Jones, Irvine (non-PSV) for conversion 
to a mobile catering unit for Sky Sport TV. Lex B37F- 
bodied Bedford YMQ WNH 51W and Alexander 
H49/37F-bodied Leyland Atlantean AN68A/2R 

UJ! 8218 (SCN 2715S) were sold to dealers 

in September. 


Silver Coach Lines, Edinburgh 


Plaxton-bodied Volvo B10M-60 OIL 5640 (J716 CWT), 
on loan since July, was returned to Kirkby (dealer), 
Anston in September and subsequently passed to 
Prentice, Haddington. 


Silver Choice, East Kilbride 


Bova Futura FHD12-340 M27 UDT was re-registered 
SIL 1993 in September. 


Silverdale, New Stevenston 


Two vehicles added to this Lanarkshire fleet in 
September were unusual Plaxton Bustler C33F-bodied 
Volvo B10M-46 XIB 3473 (C853 EML) ex-Woods, 
Wigston and Jonckheere C53F-bodied Volvo B10M-62 
CAZ 2047 (N243 OUS, 9446 AT, N243 OUS) ex- 
Allander, Milngavie AT15. 

These arrivals replaced Plaxton C53F-bodied Volvo 
B10M-61 F129 AEL (A17 EXC, F457 WFX) and 
Plaxton Beaver B29F-bodied Mercedes-Benz 711D 
P941 YSB, both of which were sold to Moseley 
(dealer), Glenmavis in September. The latter passed to 
Scandle, Prudhoe soon after. 


Group codes 


AA — Arriva 
Passenger 
Services 

DG DelGro 

FG — FirstGroup 

NX — National 
Express 


Group 
RN — Rapsons 


sT— 
YT— 


Stagecoach 
Yorkshire 
Traction 


Munro, Jedburgh has 
placed seven 
Alexander ALX200- 
bodied Dennis Dart 
SLFs in service on 
Borders services taken 
over from First 
Edinburgh. X467 UKS 
shows its new livery 
before application of 
Munro’s Jedliner 
fleetnames or of 
permanent destination 
blinds capable of 
spelling out in full the 
name of the operator's 
home town. 
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Rapsons’ Highland 
Country fleet recently 
acquired three East Lancs- 
rebodied single-deckers 
from South Lancs, 
Atherton — otherwise 
known as Green Triangle 


— for schools duties. 164 
(MBZ 6454) is one of two 
Volvo B10M-61s (the third 
vehicle is a Leyland Tiger), 
seen in Portree, Skye still 
wearing its former 
owner's livery. 

M. L. WEYELL 
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Sinclair, West Sandwick 


This operator, based on the Shetland island of Yell, 
purchased M16-bodied LDV Convoy P158 NVM about 
three years ago, but this has not been reported 

until now. 


Skyline, Barrhead 


The recently-introduced local service between Partick 
bus station and Gartnavel Hospital was withdrawn in 
mid-November. 


Smith, Patna 


The first new vehicle for this Ayrshire operator arrived 
in September in the shape of Plaxton Beaver 2-bodied 
Mercedes-Benz Vario 0.814D X331 ABU, which is 
being used on the subsidised local services mentioned 
last month. It is in a livery of allover white with red 
Smith's Coaches fleetnames followed by a gold 
lightning flash; Leyland Olympian A319 GLV and 
Mercedes-Benz 609D E419 YLG have been repainted 
into these colours. 


Southern, Barrhead 


Van Hool C38Ft-bodied Volvo B10M-48 N6 SOU was 
sold in October to Moseley (dealer), Glenmavis. 


Stagecoach Bluebird ST 


New vehicles added to this fleet in October comprised 
Jonckheere Mistral C49Ft-bodied Volvo B10M-62s 676- 
9 (X676-9 NSE) which are in Scottish Citylink livery, 
and Alexander ALX300 B42F-bodied MAN 
18.220HOCLs 714-9/21 (X714-9/21 NSE). All 11 have 
been allocated to Perth depot. 


Further acquisitions from within the group by mid- 
October comprised Alexander Sprint B25F-bodied 
Mercedes-Benz 709Ds 234-6/40 (L334-6/40 FWO) ex- 
Stagecoach Red & White 334-6/40; similar 325 

(K616 UFR) also ex-Red & White but previously 
Stagecoach Ribble 616; and Plaxton Expressliner 
C53F-bodied Volvo B10M-60 617 (WLT 830, 

H150 CVU) ex-Stagecoach Western 140; 240 and 617 
have also been allocated to Perth. 


Alexander Sprint-bodied Mercedes-Benz 709D 1260 
(G275 TSL) was returned to the passenger fleet in 
August and renumbered 260 accordingly. 


Vehicles which left the fleet during September or 
October comprised ECW-bodied Leyland Olympian 
ONLXB/1Rs 16/7, 30 (TSO 16/7, 30X); similar 
Alexander-bodied 33, 41/2 (YSO 33, 41/2Y), 45-7 (A45- 
7 FRS); Alexander-bodied Leyland Leopard PSU3E/4R 
155 (GSO 92V); Dormobile-bodied Freight Rover 
Sherpas 1150 (D27 PVS), 1151 (D766 PTU); Reeve 
Burgess-bodied Mercedes-Benz L608D 1156 

(RBZ 5491, D558 RCK); and Carlyle-bodied Iveco 
49.10 1158 (G235 EOA). 


Stagecoach Fife ST 


Plaxton Premiere C57F-bodied Volvo B10M-62 
$860 VAT arrived on loan from Plaxton (dealer), 
Scarborough in September, having previously been 
with Stagecoach Western. 


Former Allison, Dunfermline Alexander-bodied Dennis 
Dominator DD2 (NKU 152X) was sold to Harvey, 
Moorends in August. 


Major service changes were planned for 13 November, 
including the start of two new facilities to coincide with 
the opening of the new Ferrytoll park-&-ride 
development. They were to be X40, Dunfermline to 
South Gyle, Edinburgh Park and Heriot Watt University 
at peak times, with an off-peak service between 
Ferrytoll, South Gyle and Edinburgh Park; and X50, 
Kirkcaldy to the Scottish Executive offices at 

Victoria Quay, Leith was to be extended to cover 
off-peak times. 


Stagecoach Glasgow ST 


Scottish Highway Express branding for service X14 
(Glasgow-Edinburgh) ceased in late-July in favour of 
the standard Stagecoach Express brand. 


Stagecoach Western ST 


Operation of services based on Annan is to be 
transferred to Stagecoach Cumberland. 


Former AA Buses Plaxton Pointer-bodied Dennis Dart 
401 lost its AA green and cream livery in favour of 
corporate stripes in September. BT/Scottish Rugby- 
liveried Alexander PS-bodied Volvo 592 has been given 
fleet livery on its front while Volvo Citybus 894 has 
been given a rear end advertisement for the Ayr- 
Glasgow 10-journey ticket showing articulated Volvo 
coach 199. 


Leyland Titans 944/6/58 were loaned to Stagecoach 
Cumberland at Lancaster from 13 September and 
Alexander Dash-bodied Volvo B6s 333/4 (M733/4 BSJ) 
had been transferred to that company by October. 
Former Shuttle Buses Alexander Sprint-bodied 
Mercedes-Benz 709D 284 (J217 XKY) and Plaxton 
C53F-bodied Volvo B10M-60 617 (WLT 830, 

H150 CVU) have been transferred to Stagecoach 
Busways and Stagecoach Bluebird respectively. 


From 22 October all journeys on service X73 (Annan- 
Edinburgh) were renumbered X100 to align the service 
with the MacEwan, Amisfield service 100 (Dumfries- 
Biggar-Edinburgh), with all journeys on both services 
now serving Abington, Crawford and Penicuik. 


Scottish 
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Strathtay YT 


Plaxton Mini Pointer Dart V680 FPB demonstrator 
arrived in Dundee on 24 October and was expected to 
be used on service 71. 


Careline-bodied Leyland DAF 400 137 has been 
repainted allover blue in lieu of Meffan colours, while 
MCW Metrobus 816 has been repainted into the blue 
back version of the coach livery. 


Vehicles sold for scrap to Kelbie (dealer), Arbroath in 
August comprised Reeve Burgess-bodied Mercedes- 
Benz L608D 144 (C244 OFE); MCW Metroriders 
160/71 (E547, 650 XWG); Alexander-bodied Leyland 
Leopard PSU3D/4R 521 (GLS 266S, 670 CLT, 

GLS 2668); similar PSU3E/4Rs 523 (ASR 584T, 
VOH 640, CRS 647), 526 (CRS 67T, YSV 318, 

CRS 677); and the remains of MCW Metroriders 
D531 SKY, D471 UGA, E947 XYS and ECW-bodied 
Leyland Tiger WPH 128Y. 


Wait, Chirnside 


Not previously reported is the acquisition some time 
ago of B25F MCW Metrorider MF150/27 E821 BTN, 
previously Arriva North East 821. 


Wishart, Friockheim NX 


Alexander C33F-bodied Mercedes-Benz 811D W301 
(F196 XFS) left this fleet around April. 
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Stagecoach Glasgow’s now-discontinued 
Scottish Highway Express identity seen in mid- 
July on Volvo B10M-60/Plaxton Paramount 
129 (WLT 416). The coach was waiting at one 
of the temporary bus stops replacing the since- 
demolished St Andrew Square bus station in 
Edinburgh. 

MURDOCH CURRIE 


Where to send your Irish news reports 


Reports on Northern Ireland operators, please, to: 
G. Irvine Millar, 54 Castlemore Avenue, 
Belfast, BT6 9RG. 


Reports on Irish Republic operators, please, to: 

lan Molloy, Willow Grove, Newtownpark Avenue, 
Blackrock, Co Dublin, 

or by e-mail to: ntpa@eircom.net. 
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Ulsterbus 


Recently-transferred ex-Citybus Bristol 
RELL6G/Alexander 2576 (BX! 2576) has been 
withdrawn following a severe accident. Leyland Tiger 
TRCTL11/3RZ/Duple 320 C53F 536 (IX! 1536) has 
been sold to Glengormley Methodist Church while 
Beattie, Hillsborough (dealer) has bought stored 
Leyland Leopard PSU3E/4R/Alexander DP49F 105/13 
(ROI 105/13), former Western Scottish Leopard 
PSU3C/3R/Alexander Y-type B53F 1885 (OSJ 613R), 
RELL6Gs 2235/51/314 (ROI 2235/51, TOI! 2314), 
Leyland Atlantean AN68A/1R /ECW 042/31F (OXI 516, 
JYG 420V) and the remains of accident-damaged Tiger 
TR2R62V16Z4/Alexander Q-type B64F 1444 

(XX1 1444). 


More vehicles delicensed and placed in reserve are 
Leopard PSU3E/4R/Alexander 145/95, 201 (ROI 145, 
VOI 195, 201), 1994 Dennis Dart/Wright Handybus 
604/10 (CAZ 6604/10), Mercedes-Benz 709D/Wright 
B25F 879 (TX! 7879) and RELL6G/Alexander 2311 
(TO! 2311), 2390/8 (UO! 2390/8) and 2454 (WO! 2454), 
but similar Leopards 112/27 (ROI 112/27), Dart 622 
(CAZ 6622) and RELL6Gs 2313/20 (TO! 2313/20) have 
been reinstated. Reserve fleet RELL6G 2300 

(TOI 2300) has been re-registered GCZ 6199, so its 
original mark could be released. 


Also in reserve, for accident repairs, is Tiger/Q-type 
1374 (UXI 1374). 


Mercedes 709D/Wright 860 (NX! 6860) has been 
transferred from Bangor to the Flexibus fleet. 


Nokia super-rear advertisements have been applied 
to Tiger/Alexander N-types 415/80 and Volvo 
B10M/Q-types 1537/8. Tiger/N-type 1116 has lost its 
Tango Blackcurrant advertising livery and is back in 
fleet colours. 


Citybus 


Volvo B7TL/Plaxton President H71F demonstrator 
X157 JOP — previously on trial with Dublin Bus — has 
been on loan with temporary fleetnumber 2024. 


Bristol RELL6G/Alexander 2506 (XO! 2506) has been 
reinstated from reserve to replace accident-damaged 
Leyland Tiger/Alexander Q-type 2639 (SX! 2639) which 
has been delicensed. 


Tiger/Alexander N-type 2616 has received a new 
advertising livery for the Environment & Heritage 
Service, but Tiger/Q-types 2660/1 are back in fleet 
livery after an extended period advertising Stena Line 
ferries, including service on the contracted shuttle link 
between the Stena terminal and Belfast city centre. 


Eleven Tigers, N-type 2620 and Q-types 
2641/5/6/50/64/9/7 1/5/9/80 have gained Nokia super- 
rear advertisements; 2664/9/71/9/80 previously carried 
other all-over or rear designs. 


Dublin Bus 


The first of the latest batch of Volvo BEBLE/Wright 
Crusader 2 midibuses, WV21, was expected on 

26 October. By then, further Volvo B7TL/Alexander 
ALX400 H49/27F delivered were AV22-51/4-64/9-71. 
Belfast-built AV22-33 have Q Time-branded real time 
passenger information equipment (for which the first 
bus shelter display unit has been installed in Parkgate 
Street) are destined for the 25A Lucan Flyer and other 
Euro duties at Conyngham Road, but were stored 
temporarily in the former mechanical overhauls building 
at Broadstone works; AV30 has been noted on training 
duties at Donnybrook. AV54-64 also have Belfast-built 
bodies (the others were bodied at Falkirk) and are 
replacing Bombardiers and GACs at Clontarf. 


The last days of the older Irish-built types are 
approaching fast, and with the co-operation of 

Dublin Bus it was hoped to arrange a final KC/KD 
farewell trip in early November. By late-October, 
withdrawal had taken its toll of Bombardier 
GMDD/H45/27D KD20 (20 JZL — latterly a trainer at 
Clontarf), KD209/10/27/53/86/95 (209 OZU etc) and 
KD340/3/6-8/53-5/7 (GSI 340 etc), plus GAC City 
Bus/B35D KC74, 87 (KZG 74, 87), KC113/38/9 

(UZG 113/38/9) and KC173/95-7 (LZS 173 etc). 
KD209/10, 348 were Phibsboro’s last Bombardiers (on 
Friday 13 October), while KD340 is of historic note as it 
was the first one-person-operated Dublin double- 
decker, on route 34 in April 1986. Withdrawn KD333 
(GSI 333), from Ringsend and stored initially at Louth 
Commercials, has been reinstated at Conyngham Road 
(replacing KD332 which requires a replacement 
engine) and it’s possible that Clontarf's last of the type, 


December 2000 


KD107/8/13, may transfer temporarily to Summerhill to 
cover for shortages there. KD114 has temporarily 
replaced KD20 on training duties. KC113 (under 
conversion at Louth Commercials) is the first of several 
GACs expected to be transferred to Bus Eireann for 
school bus duties. 


AV69-92 may be branded for route 11 and that they will 
ultimately replace Donnybrook’s last eight KDs and 
seven KCs. Route 11 branding has been removed from 
Volvo Olympians RV412-21/36-40, so they can replace 
Olympians RA176-95 on Bray-area routes 44/C, 45/A 
and 84/X, the RAs moving on to routes 7/A, 8 and 18, 
ousting RH-class Leyland Olympians on to 

spare duties. 


Clontarf-based Leyland Olympian 
ON2R50C13Z4/Alexander RH H47/25D RH140-2 

(92 D 140-2) are further examples withdrawn for 
conversion into a permanent driver trainers as part of a 
plan to replace all KC and KD trainers with Olympians. 


Volvo Olympian RV630 finally entered ‘Euro’ duty 
service at Broadstone on 23 October. Could this be the 
last new Olympian to enter service in the British Isles? 


Re-roofed Olympian RA190 has returned to service at 
Donnybrook in core fleet blue/cream/orange, ex-Heinz 
Weightwatchers advertising scheme, while former 
Airlink DAF SB220/Alexander Setanta AD37, 69 have 
also gone into core livery. Digifone-on-Line mega-rear 
advertisements have been applied to Olympians RH92 
(ex-Ballygowan), RH113 (ex-Golden Pages), RA180 
(ex-RTE Network 2), RA249 (no previous advert), 
RA261, RV385 (both ex-Ronan Keating) and RV468 
(ex-HB Solero), while Disney Dinosaur mega-rears are 
worn by RA185 and RV459 (both ex-Energizer 
Batteries), RH91 (ex-HB Solero), RA189 (ex-Lil-lets) 
and RA237 (ex-Club Orange). 


Articulated Volvo B7LA/Wright Eclipse Fusion 
demonstrator A1 has been transferred from 
Donnybrook to Phibsboro/Broadstone for driver 
training duties, pending delivery of Dublin Bus’s own 
similar A1-20. 


Service developments are that new Monday to Friday 
Studentlink-branded route 105 (Malahide-Dublin City 
University, Glasnevin via Seabury, Portmarnock, 
Baldoyle, Raheny, Killester and Collins Avenue) began 
on 9 October, with departures from Malahide at 08.00 
and 16.30 and from DCU at 15.40 and 17.20; the 
previous 105 linked industrial estates on or near 

Naas road with Clondalkin. From 16 October, 13B 
(D’Olier Street-Palmerston Park) was reduced to eight 
Monday to Friday peak journeys. 


Further expansion of the Stillorgan Quality Bus Corridor 
in early-October added a special 07.40 46A working 
from Bray (Royal Hotel) via route 45 to Deans Grange 
crossroads then as a normal 46A to Fleet Street; as 
well as augmenting service 45, this is to market test a 
planned extension of the full QBC system to Bray via 
Cabinteely, Loughlinstown and Shankill; strangely, 
there is no return journey in the evening peak. 


Further to last month's report, Mercedes-Benz 
midibuses ME26/7 are in temporary store at 
Phibsboro/Broadstone and have not been allocated to 
new route 270. 


On 18 October Dublin Bus placed advertising in the 
main daily newspapers, inviting interested parties to 
tender to operate sub-contracted services. This is an 
agreed feature of the company’s viability plan and 
closing bids had to be in by 13 November. 


Bus Eireann 


A further 20 DAF SB120CS/Wright Cadet midibuses — 
DWR1-20 — have been ordered for delivery in 
December for use on rural services, including the 
enhanced Drogheda town service mentioned last 
month. Meantime, similar DWM1-15 

(00 D 96311/4/6/22/4, 96291/3/4/7, 96301/5, 96296/9, 
96300/4) were delivered to Limerick in 
September/October, with DWM1-3, 5-8, 10/1/3 entering 
service in October. 


Mercedes-Benz Citaros MC 13-8 (00 D 88442, 91433, 
93645/9/52/5) have entered service at Galway which 
has also received unregistered MC19, 20. Delivery has 
also been completed of Volvo B7R/Plaxton Prima 


commuter coaches VR1-55, VR44-55 being registered 
00 D 96315/9/2/02/27/8/07/13/7/21/3/5; contrary to 
earlier plans, VR45-7 went to Waterford as they were 
urgently required for the Tramore service, VR48 is at 
Stranorlar, VR49 at Sligo and VR53-5 are at Ballina. 
Volvo B10M/Plaxton Excalibur VP343 has been 
delivered at Broadstone. 


As a result of these arrivals, leased Dennis Dart 
SLF/East Lancs DPL2 (97 D 63758, R524 YAP), Dart 
SLF/Plaxton Pointer DPL5 (98 D 70810, S405 TMB) 
and DPL8 (99 D 80529, T438 EBD) and Volvo B10M- 
62/Plaxton Premiere 350 VP36-9, 47, 50-2 

(97 D 7810/1/4/6/29, 28772/6/9953 and VP64 

(97 D 45856) have all been withdrawn. Leased Dart 
DPL23, however, has re-entered service at Waterford. 


Also withdrawn are GAC City Bus/B35D KC181/8 
(LZS 181/8) at Limerick. 


In addition to the continued use of Dennis Trident 
demonstrator DDD1 and Dublin Bus Volvo Olympians 
RV628/9 on services 103/5/9/26 from Broadstone, ex- 
London Leyland Titans have been providing sub- 
contracted peak period journeys on some of these 
routes, with drivers issuing Bus Eireann tickets from 
Almex ticket machines made available as Wayfarer 
ticketing is introduced across the Bus Eireann network 
(by 23 October, Wayfarer machines were being used at 
Broadstone, Drogheda and Dundalk in addition to Cork, 
Limerick, Tralee and Waterford). This is part of the 
company’s viability plan and builds on the operators’ 
continuing provision of sub-contracted express routes. 
Bluebird (Bruen), Coolock has been operating 

82 D 2968 (NUW 611Y) on 105 (Ratoath-St Stephen's 
Green), arriving 08.30 and 103 (Abbey Street- 
Ashbourne), departing 19.15, while Carpenter, Tallaght 
has been operating 84 D 7306 (A646 THV) on morning 
relief workings of 101 (Balbriggan-St Stephen’s Green) 
and 17.30 and 20.30 103 departures. 


More vehicles cascaded to school duties are Van Hool 
Acron T815A integrals CVS27 (ex-CVH) at Stranorlar 
and (CVS28. 30) Sligo, former KC-class GAC City 
Buses KCS8 (Ballina) and KCS101 (Athlone), DAF 
MB230/Plaxton PDS35 (ex-PD35) at the former Erne 
Bus Company base at Carraigallen) and former PL- 
class Leyland Tiger/Plaxton PLS66-9 at Broadstone. 
Volvo B10M/Caetano VC66 has been reassigned to 
former Erne Bus Company public services and, such 
has been the rate of new deliveries this year that no 
PD, PL or DAF/Van Hool DVH-class coaches operate 
regular duties out of Broadstone. 


In place of the single timetable published until now, the 
winter schedules (18 September to 20 May) have been 
produced experimentally in 12 separate free booklets 

— one for Expressway routes and 11 for local services. 


IRISH INDEPENDENTS 


Dualway (Conn), Rathcoole 


Former Dublin Bus Volvo B7TL/Plaxton President 
demonstrator VP2 (00 D 31073) has been on loan 
mainly for coastal tours, pending delivery of a similar 
new bus. 


It has also been noted working one of two new Dublin 
suburban services started on 2 October. This is 
Licence reference 70 (Tallaght Square-Dublin Airport 
via Clondalkin Village and M50 motorway). Regular 
performers are two East Lancs-bodied Volvo 
Olympians with an hourly daytime and evening service 
on Mondays to Saturdays; certain journeys are 
extended to/from Rathcoole, adding 20 minutes to the 
single trip and a Sunday service was expected to be 
added, while a half-hourly frequency was planned for 
the pre-Christmas period. 


The other service is Villagelink-branded Licence 
reference 69 (Tallaght Square-Newcastle via Citywest, 
Saggart and Rathcoole, with 14 weekday and nine 
Saturday journeys operated by a mix of minibuses and 
1981 Leyland Atlanteans. 


FLEETNEWS 


G. IRVINE MILLAR & IAN MOLLOY [IRELAND 


Bus Eireann 
Mercedes-Benz 
Citaro MC10 

(00 D 86365) in 
service in Limerick. 
GERALD MEAD 
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This index lists all features to 
have appeared in Buses during 
2000. They are listed by title 
and, where appropriate, by 


D 
DAF SB120 launched _ July 18 


DELAHOY, Richard Jan 19, 

Oct 34 
Dengie Village Link, Essex Oct 34 
Dennis Trident tested Feb 26 


Disappearing generations, The Dec 20 


: , DOE, Bar Nov 24 
subject, and author S surnames || sayaunSt wines MEnEIa 
appear in capitals. Major news Dublin Quality Bus Corridors March 28 
items are listed after the main DUKWs in London June 14 
index. E 
East Lancs Myllennium 
32 day wonder, the (Yorkbus) April 30 on Dome service Feb 36 
68 Solos, 48 Tridents and one tram Edgware irony June 14 
(Nottingham) Aug 31 Edinburgh 
Last Atlanteans Feb 24 
A St Andrew Square closure Aug 21 
Are Fares Fair? Nov 24 Ensign: three-axle Metrobuses 
Aston 2000 (Aston Manor from Hong Kon Sept 22 
Transport Museum event) Sept 42 Essex rural service solutions Oct 34 
Atlanteans — Nottingham’s last_ Jan 16 Essex to Berks, From Dc 34 
Atlanteans live on in Exeter and Luton: 
North Birmingham Feb 20 United by heritage April 24 
Atlanteans, end of at Lothian Feb 24 Expocoach 2000 Nov 16 
Au revoir to Auld Reekie Feb 24 
F 
B Fares Fair, Are? Nov 24 
BACKHOUSE, Roger Sept 34 Fenton File: 
BARKER, Harry Dec 24 Ailsa single-decker Oct 18 
Bedford Gathering 2000 Oct 40 Bedford PJK/Harrops Sept 9 
Behind the scenes of two Bristol LHS/East Lancs Jan 10 
quality partnerships (Lancashire) Aug 18 DAF/Plaxton (Dutch-spec) July 9 
BELL, Irvine and BROWN, Kevin = July 20 Dodge G08/Wright TT June 19 
Better in Berlin? June 24 Glasgow open-top 
Big Ones, The (Three-axle Leyland PD2 Dec 9 
Metrobuses back from Leyland Atlantean/Willowbrook 
Hong Kon Sept 22 (Baghdad-style) Feb 12 
BOOTH, Gavin Feb 24, June 26, Leyland Terrier/Lex March 9 
Aug 21 Mercedes-Benz 811D/North West Nov 9 
Bracing Brighton (Coach Rally) June 20 Oxford ex-Singapore Leyland 
Bristol — at home! Olympian/Alexander Aug 9 
(Bristol Docks rally) July 44 Scania/Plaxton April 9 
Burton’s of Haverhill May 28 Volvo/Duple 320 11m May 9 
Buses on the Net: FirstGroup vehicles (Pictureview) Dec 32 
British buses overseas April 29 Fleet in Focus: 
Information on bus types June 43 Ann's Coaches, Kirkintilloch Sept 54 
Ireland, Trent and FirstGroup July 32 Coaches, Prenton April 41 
Journey planning May 27 Coombs Travel, 
London Transport Sept 40 Weston-super-Mare July 51 
Models March 27 David Corbel of London March 44 
Publishing Jan 40 Dennis’s Coaches, Dukinfield Sept 46 
Rallies & Museums Aug 42 Docherty’s Midland Coaches Dec 54 
Secondhand buses Feb 12 Elcock Reisen June 47 G 
Stagecoach Oct 27 EVE Coaches, Dunbar Aug 54 
Three municipals Nov 18 Gretton’s Coaches Aug 49 Guided busway: Northampton Jan 28 MANCHESTER RALLY 
Travel information Dec 41 Halifax Joint Committee Oct 47 January page 34 
Harte Bus Company July 60 H 
¢ Hutchisons, Overtown April 54 HESKETH, Peter May 24, Aug 18, Nov 20 
Cadet prepares to earn its Islwn Borough Transport Dec 47 HOLDING, David July 26, Sept 34 K 
stripes (DAF SB120 launched) July 18 Leask of Lerwick June 58 Hot & Bothered: Paris & 
CAMERON, John June 24 MacEwan's Coach Services Feb 55 London services compared May 18 KEELEY, Malcolm _ Feb 20 
Can Do’ culture, Time for a Dec 24 Mayne's Coaches, Buckie March 55 King Alfred — into its second 
Central Scottish Lodekka restored June 40 McKindless Group Nov 56 I millennium! Feb 34 
Cherished Independent, Powells Bus Co, Hellaby Nov 50 In Dublin’s Fair City March 28 
A (Weardale Sept 34 Preston Bus Ltd Feb 47 Irony that is Edgware, The June 14 4 = 
Classic Bus of the Century rally Dec 38 Shuttle Buses, Kilwinning May 54 Is this the New Olympian? LAMB, Philip Jan 16, 24, July 44 
Coach Rally (Brighton) June 20 Town & Country Travel, Purfleet May 49 Volvo B7TL road test April 20 Lancashire — two quality 
Cobham Rally May 58 Whitelaws, Stonehouse Jan 56 artnerships Aug 18 
Wishart, Friokheim Oct 56 J Lands End to John O’Groats 
Yarratons, Tenbury Wells Jan 51 : by service bus March 20 
FLYNN, ibaa May 28 JAMES Jae welehies Last Atlanteans at Lothian Feb 24 
Follow that coach Last Nottingham Atlanteans Jan 16 
(Volvo B12M launch) Oct 16 Lean, Green & Local May 30 
Frog Tours in London June 14 Leyland Atlanteans 
End of at Lothian Feb 24 
End of at Nottingham Jan 16 
Live on in North Birmingham Feb 20 


Remaining in service Dec 20 


LIDSTONE, John G. June 14 
London & Paris services 

compared May 18 
London Frog Tours June 14 


London Olympians, New life for Aug 22 


London, Low floors — 


passengers’ perspective Jan 19 


Long restoration, A 


Central Scottish Lodekka’ June 40 


LONGBOTTOM, David April 30 
Lothian Atlanteans, end of Feb 24 
Low-floors in London Jan 19 
Luton and Exeter: United 

_byheritage April 24 


BRACING BRIGHTON 
June page 20 
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McDONNELL, Jonathan March 28 


Quality Bus Corridors in Dublin March 28 


Mainline (Reading), Retirement for Sept 21 


Quality partnerships in Lancashire Aug 18 


Manchester Buses event Jan 34 
Mancunian, Octogenarian R 
The (Maynes Nov 20 Rallies & Museums on the Net Aug 42 
Map of the Month: Dec 26 Rallies: 
Cardiff Valleys April 18 Aston 2000 Sept 42 
Devon Sept 16 Bedford Gathering 2000 Oct 40 
East Riding of Yorkshire Nov 26 Brighton Coach Rally June 20 
Hampshire Aug 16 Bristol Docks July 44 
Herefordshire March 18 Cobham May 58 
Lichfield & Rugeley May 13 King Alfred running day Feb 34 
Nottinghamshire Travel Planner Feb 13 Manchester Buses event Jan 34 
Surrey Oct 30 Manchester Classic Bus 
Telford & Wrekin July 16 of the Century rally, Dec 38 
Warrington June 18 Showbus Nov 38 
Yorkshire Coastliner Dec 26 Rally calendar March 
Marketing: Time for a ‘Can Do’ Rapid Transit International 
culture Dec 24 (Northampton) Jan 28 
MARSH, John May 30 Reading Mainline, Retirement for Sept 21 
Maynes, Manchester, at 80 Nov 20 Reading-Southend service 


Metrobuses back from Hong Kong Sept 22 
MILLAR, Alan Jan 28, Feb 9, 36, 


April 24, June 20, 40, 
July 18, Aug 31, 
Sept 22, Oct 16, 20, 
Nov 38, Dec 20 


20th anniversai Dec 16 
Recipe for Rural Relish 

(Essex rural initiatives) Oct 34 
Registration figures for 1999 Feb 9 
Retirement for Mainline Sept 21 


Road Car in camera (Pictureview) Nov 32 


Millennium Dome bus service Feb 36 Road test: Dennis Trident Feb 26 
Millennium Showbus, The Nov 38 Road test: Volvo B7TL April 20 
MOLLOY, lan March 28 Routemaster for the 21st 
MORRIS, Stephen Feb 26, 34, April 20, Century, A Sept 18 
June 26, Aug 22 
s 


St Andrew's back to Square One__ Aug 21 


New life for London Olympians Aug 22 Safeway Services March 24 
Newbury Buses May 30. Scarlet Band, West Cornforth July 26 
North Birmingham, Atlanteans Scheduled for disaster? Jan 22 
live on in Feb 20 Service Extra extra: 
Northampton guided busway West Midlands March 35 
proposals Jan 28 Shetland’s buses today Jan 24 
Nottingham says goodbye Showbus, Millennium The Nov 38 
(last Atlanteans) Jan 16 Smart moves (Smartcards) May 24 
Nottingham’s 21st Century Profile Aug 31 South Yorkshire — In search 
of Excellence? July 36 
° Southend-Reading service 
Octogenarian Mancunian, 20th anniversary Dec 16 
The (Maynes Nov 20 Stagecoach — the first 20 years Oct 20 
Old doggy learns new tricks Star in the East, A May 28 
Scarlet Band July 26 
Old generation buses still in service Dec 20 T 
Olympians, New life for London’s Aug 22 Time for a ‘Can Do’ culture Dec 24 


P 
Paris & London services compared May 18 
Passengers’ perspective 

of London low-floors Jan 19 
PORTER, Clive Sept 21, Dec 16 
PTI 2000: Scheduled for disaster? Jan 22 


To the Dome in style with a Y Feb 36 


TONKS, Phil March 35 
Trident Tested Feb 26 
Trolleybus, whither the? July 20 
Two in one in Manchester Jan 34 
U 


LOTHIAN’S LAMENT 
February page 24 
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Ulster buses in action (Pictureview) June 32 
United by heritage: 


Luton and Exeter April 24 


Vv 
Volvo B12M launch __Oct 16 
Volvo B7TL road test April 20 


MAJOR NEWS STORIES 
Items followed by (G) are in Global News; 
those with (L) are in In London. 


Appleby ordered to drop Scarborough routes 
Transport Bill and Bus Summit 

Connex parent to be split up (G) 

Connex second London route (L) 

Fuel cell development (Wrights and First 
Group) 

Stagecoach problems in Oxford and 
Cambridge 


Prescott's 10 year plan 

MTL to be taken over 

LT fares revision (L) 

M-Travel and Wakes Travel close 
National Express in US transit market (G) 
Volvo/Mitsubishi deal (G) 


Arriva to buy MTL 

Optare sold to NABI 

Harris Bus in receivership (L) 
Airlinks takes Airbus 

ERF quits bus market 
Northern Blue set up 

Rural bus schemes 


Metroline sold to Delgro 

Stagecoach chief executive resigns 
MTL becomes Arriva Merseyside 

First Volvo B7TLs for London (L) 

Harris Bus, more on (L) 

Arriva Shires & Essex formed 

Laidlaw expands (G) 

Vehicle registration figures for Europe in 
1999 (G) 


Volvo/Scania deal off 

15m length for Europe (G) 

FirstGroup rejects NatEx merger 
Arriva to sell Gillmoss 

Cashless buses for London? (L) 
Cummins Euro 3 engines 

Red Arrow — beginning of the end? (L) 
New World First Bus into China (G) 
Orion to revive Marshall Minibus (G) 
Arriva Darts in Holland (G) 


Volvo out of UK by summer and buys 
Renault Trucks 

FirstGroup focus on cities and Smartcard 
initiatives 

UK market stagnant — Souter 

Arriva rationalises MTL 

French to buy into Eastbourne 

Vehicle registrations up 

Super Olympians in Hong Kong (G) 


sev28e0 + ln) 


FirstGroup out of Hong Kong (G) 

Dublin privatisation opportunities 

Transdev in Nottingham 

FirstGroup reorganises 

Croydon Tramlink gets going (L) 

East Lanes double-deckers for Copenhagen 
(G) 

Sydney prepares for Olympics (G) 
Heysham Travel sold 


TfL takes over from LT 

Stratford Blue to Status Group 

FirstGroup tries US schoolbus 

Vivendi floats (G) 

Durham Travel Services gains London route 
(L) 

End of the London bus map (L) 

Dennis Tridents for Coach USA (G) 


Henly/Mayflower merger 

Barry Hinckley resigns from Stagecoach 
DaimlerChrysler takes Orion (G) 
Extended life for Routemasters (L) 
FirstGroup denies London sale 
Customer focus for TfL (L) 

Sheffield Overground 

French restructure (G) 


lrisbus to demerge Renault 

Hostile bids for Go-Ahead 

Optare Alero launched 

FirstGroup rural cuts 

More London conductors (L) 

End for Maltese veterans? (G) 
Greyhound uncertainty (G) 

National Express out of London buses 
FirstGroup shows off schoolbus 


Stagecoach reshuffle 

Neoplan sells to MAN (G) 

London Buses buys Routemasters 
Western National loses out on tenders 
Arriva sells Lutonian 

Mid-weight Dennis R-series 

Optare Excel to Hungary (G) 


Go-Ahead bids for Gilmoss 

Stagecoach’s new livery 

Side-engined Optare for London 

15m progress in Europe (G) 

Greyhound secures finance (G) 
Vancouver to renew its trolleybus fleet (G) 
TfLl’s quick-win plan (L) 


WADMAN, Michael Jan 21 

Wakes Services, Wincanton 
Weardale profile 

West Midlands services 


for the user’s perspective March 35 


March 24 
Sept 34 


Western Delights March 24 
When is a bus not a bus? Jan 28 
Whither the trolleybus? July 20 
WILLCOCK, Peter March 24 
WILSON, Tony June 14 
Winners and losers Feb 9 
WOOD, Lynford Jan 22 
WOODCOCK, Eric Sept 18 
Wright Cadet/DAF SB120 

launched July 18 


CHINESE CRACKERS 
September page 22 


» 4 


X1 at 20 (20th anniversary of 


Reading-Southend service) Dec 16 


Y 
Yell and back, To Jan 24 
YELTON, Michael March 20 


York (Pictureview) April 32 
Yorkbus — the 32 day wonder April 30 
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COPY DEADLINE FOR JANUARY - 24 NOVEMBER 
ON SALE 15 DECEMBER 
TEL: 020 7878 2317. FAX: 020 7379 7118 


NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS: 

Advertisers are reminded to observe the 
provisions of the Trade Descriptions Act and 
the Business Advertisements (Disclosure) Order 
1977 which requires all persons who seek to 
sell goods in the course of trade or business to 
make the fact clear in the advertisement. All 
trade advertisements should be marked with 
the word trade. There is a maximum fine of 
£2,000 for contravention of this Order. The 
publisher reserves the right to refuse or 
withdraw any advertisement at its discretion 
without stating a reason, and does not accept 
responsibility for omissions, clerical errors or 
the bona fides of advertisers, although every 
care is taken to avoid mistakes and 
advertisements from doubtful sources. 


Announcements in these columns, including name and address, are charged at 40p per word. Semi-display £8.50 per scc (min 3cm) (VAT inclusive). 
Series discount on application, semi-display only. Box number £5.50 extra. All linage advertisements to be prepaid. SAE if acknowledgement required. 


Classified advertisements will be inserted in the first available issue after receipt, subject to availability of space. Copy with remittance to: 
John Eaton, Buses, Classified Advertisements Department, T.G. Scott & Son Ltd., 10 Savoy Street, London WC2E 7HR 


UTE Sunday 26th 


Al November 


(lam - dpm} 
ASTON MANOR TRANSPORT MUSEUM 


208-216 Witton Lane, Aston, Birmingham B6 6QE 
(Tel: 0121 322 2298) 


BOOKS, VIDEOS, FIRST-DAY COVERS, PHONE CARDS, 
DIE CAST MODELS, ORDNANCE SURVEY MAPS, 
PHOTOGRAPHS, TICKETS, BLINDS, NUMBER PLATES, 
TIMETABLES, LIMITED EDITION MODELS, G.S.COOPER 
POSTCARDS, ASSORTED BUS AND RAILWAY 
EPHEMERA, BUS AND RAIL MAGAZINES AND MUCH 
MORE SHOULD BE FEATURED, INCLUDING A.B. CROSS 
AND PHOTOBUS PHOTOGRAPHS 


MUSEUM SHOP - GAFETERIA 
DISABLED ACCESS - CAR PARK 
FREE BUS SERVICE TO AND FROM GITY CENTRE 
(Hill Street - Stop Hh) from 10.45am 


This event is held to raise funds for the museum 
Registered Charity No. 519616 


This space could be 
working for you. 
Call John Eaton 


on 020 7878 2317 for 
further information. 


COLLECTORS BUS LIST 144 
3000 DIFFERENT MODELS 
48 PAGES - £2.50 UK, OVERSEAS £3.00 


Many rare and unusual die-cast, tinplate and plastic buses, a real collector’s paradise! Old 
Dinky, Corgi, EFE, Lesney, Brekina, Wiking, Diapet, Tomica and Solido plus hundreds of others. 
Cheap models suitable for repainting. 400 different exhibition standard kits. INCLUDES KIT 
LIST. DINKY 4mm Buses (chipped) 29c AEC Regent ‘STL’ £20 - 29c Leyland STD £18 - 29e 
Half Cab coach £25, 29f Observation coach £14 - 281 Maudslay coach £15 - 282 Duple 
Roadmaster £15 - 283 BOAC Harrington Contender coach £15 - 283 AEC Merlin £14 - 289 RM 
£8 - 290 Leyland PD £16 - Atlantean single door £24 
CHRISTMAS GIFTS 


HALLMARK CARDS (collector’s toy) Tinplate “B” Type Bus, length 4ins, issued 1992 “Kringle 
Tours” driven by Santa Claus, as illustrated, only £21 post paid 
WAYSIDE WOODEN TOYS Sit and ride, length 23ins, very strong. Double deck RM and Metrobus 
style, only £70 each post paid. AEC Regal single deck 22ins long, only £65 post paid. 
WAIN, UK. Horsedrawn London Bus with 2 harnessed ceramic horses, length 600mm. Only 
100 made. Originally £250 in 1980, now only £220 post paid. 


NEW PIRATE “00” 1/76th 


LONDON KITS 


4586 1933 AEC Regent Chiswick H34/26R 
Type STL 1 (General 60 seat) £31.95 


4587 1933 AEC Regent Chiswick H34/26R 
modified late 1930's) £31.95 
Postage £2 per kit 


Kit List 144, 18 pages, £1.40 


JOHN GAY 
7 Horsham Lane, Upchurch, Sittingbourne, Kent ME9 7AL 


Telephone: 01634 233144 


CASH PAID FOR EFE Corgi etc. Collection or 
surplus models. Ring or fax Peter 01372 386998 or 
mobile 07778 160426. 

EFE - A COMPREHENSIVE RANGE AT 
REASONABLE PRICES. From early grey box to 
recent issues. Also quality repaints from London Bus 
Repaints. Send SAE for list to: LBR, 10 Hurst Close, 
Headley, Surrey KT18 6DZ. 


BRITAIN’S PREMIER 
SUPPLIER OF 4MM DECALS 


FLEETNAMES, LEGAL LETTERING, 


THE LARGEST SELECTION OF 
EFE AND 00C IN THE AREA 


AT ONLY £12.25 
including p&p 
FOR THE LATEST 
RELEASES also 
OBSOLETE MODELS 
INCLUDING GREY BOX 
AT FABULOUS NEW, 


LOW, PRICES 
Mail Order/Standing Order 


MANUFACTURERS BADGES, DESTINATIONS 
ETC., MANY EXCLUSIVE TO OURSELVES 


2000 Catalogue detailing Decals & extended 
paint range. Please send £1.50 cheque/P.0. 
payable to J.M. Lowe at 


PO Box 732, Loddon, Norwich NR14 6US 


BUS FARE 


Tel/Fax 01508 520536 
E-mail: Jenne.busfare@breaathe.com 


CORGI GOLD STAR STOCKISTS 


HORNBY RAILWAYS - PHOTOGRAPHS 
PUBLICATIONS - STANDING ORDERS 
MAIL ORDER SERVICE - CODE 3 REPAINTS 
Open Mon-Sat 8.45am - 5.30pm Sun 10am-1pm 


THE BUS STOP 


C.P. MODELS 
The Card & Model Centre, High Street, Sawston, 
Cambridge CB2 48T Tel: 01223 518874 
37/39 King Street, Saffron Walden, 
Essex CB10 1EU Tel: 01799 508073 


Please send 40p A4 stamped, addressed 
envelope for our latest super brochure 


FAX YOUR ADVERT (text only) TO JOHN EATON ON 020 7379 7118 
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BUSES 


Available by post 


PHOTOBUS 


IAN ALLAN BOOKSHOPS -— the _ transport 
enthusiast’s choice. Come in & see us for the most 
comprehensive range in Railway, Bus, Tram & 
Aviation books, videos & models, don’t miss out, you 
can find us at 45/46 Lower Marsh, Waterloo, London 
SE1 7SG, (Rear of Waterloo Station) Tel: 020 7401 
2100 or at 47 Stephenson Street, Birmingham B2 
4DH. Tel: 0121 643 2496, or at Unit 5, Piccadilly 
Station Approach, Manchester M1 2GH. Tel: 0161 
237 9840. 


SECONDHAND BUS & COMMERCIAL VEHICLE 
BOOKS, magazines bought and sold. SAE list. 
Falconwood Transport & Military Bookshop, 5 
Falconwood Parade, The Green, Welling, Kent DA16 
2PL. Tel: 020 8303 8291. E-mail 
falconw @globalnet.co.uk. Open Thursday, Friday & 
Saturday. 


SECOND HAND BOOKS on: Buses; Road Transport 
bought and sold. Send for catalogue. John Read. 
Prospects, Chatterpie Lane, Combe, Witney, Oxon 
OX8 8PG. Tel: 01993 891358. 


HOW THE MOTOR BUS CAME TO SLOUGH, 
WINDSOR AND DISTRICT 1904 - 14. 72 pages, well 
illustrated, £5.99 post free from Michael Mills, 2 Barn 
Close, Farnham Common, Slough SL2 3JB. 
Telephone: 01753 642489, 


CURRENT FLEET LISTS 


KENT 
STAFFORDSHIRE 


less Arriva M.N. 
£6.00 each book + 50p p&p 


Also ask for a full list of all titles in this series 


PSV CIRCLE 


59 Palmer Avenue, CHEAM SM3 8EF 


TAG FLEETBOOKS 


NEW EDITION 
2. Southern England 
Completely revised, including non-PSV and 


preserved vehicles with a comprehensive index. 
OTHERS STILL AVAILABLE 


. South West England. 
. East Anglia. 


. East Midlands.. 

. North West Engla 

. North East England 
O. Scotland 


Post & packing 80p on a single book 
please, multi-orders post free 
From: TAG Publications, 

36 Poole Road, West Ewell, Surrey 
KT19 9SH 


TRADE 


MABEX MODEL ROAD/RAIL WATERSLIDE 
TRANSFERS. Seasons Greetings to all our 
customers. Our new 2001 catalogue is now available 
£1.40 including P&P. Cheques/Postal Orders to 
“Mabex” please. Mabex Products. P.O. Box 52, 
Tunbridge Wells TN4 9ZS. 


| 
3 
4 
5 
6. 
u 
8. 
©) 
i 


nds 


£25.00, P&P £2.50 from the distributors 


A lavishly illustrated hard backed 
book of 132 glossy pages, A4, 
landscape format. Filled with 
over 120 colour photos and 146 
b&w, full colour maps, fleet 
details including disposals where 
known. Most of the photos have 
never previously been published. 
The Macbraynes Book is sure to 
appeal to those who crave 
information about Scotlands best 
loved bus company. 


Greenacre Barn House, Howe 
Lyth, Kendal, Cumbria LA8 8DF 
Phone 015395 68540 


NEWLY PUBLISHED 
Twopenny Single to 
Starbeck 


The origins of the West Yorkshire Road 
Car Company; 212 pages A4, fully 
illustrated with 120 photographs and 
four maps plus appendices giving full 
details of how regular bus services 
began in the Harrogate area at the start 
of the Twentieth Century. 
£14.99 + £2.50 p&p from 
T.M. Leach, 8 High Cote, Riddlesden, 
Keighley BD20 5DQ. 
(Discounts for bulk/trade orders.) 


ADAM GORDON 


Priory Cottage, Chetwode, Buckingham 
MK18 4LB. Tel: 01280 848650 
Back numbers of BUSES, single issues as 
available: 1-12, £15; 13-28, £10, 29-57, 
£5; 58-69, £3; 70-303, £2; 304-441, £2.50 
(nos 1-18 tend to be in short supply); 
prices include post. Many other 
periodicals available. Transport literature 
and ephemera, particularly old bus & 

tram tickets & timetables, wanted. 
Send sae for lists issued quarterly 
(Jan, April, July & Oct). 


BURTON & 
ASHBY 
TRAMWAYS 


$13.95, 120 photographs. Ask 
for our list of Railway ene Tramway albums 


MAIL ORDER SERVICE 


IPOST FREE in UK. Cheque. Visa or Access 


cD Middleton Press 


Easebourne Lane, Midhurst, 


West Sussex. GU29 9AZ 
Tel: 01730 813169 Fax: 01730 812601 


HOLIDAY ACCOMM 


INVERNESS - GLENCAIRN GUEST HOUSE. 
Bus/Rail enthusiast provides non-smoking B&B 
accommodation. En suite rooms available. Credit 
cards accepted. lan/Mary Jamieson Tel: 01463 
232965. 


COMPUTER 


SOFTWARE 


COMPUTERISE YOUR RECORDS with Bus 
Spotters Log. The PC software programme for Bus 
Spotters. Available for only £19.95. For details 
contact: K&L Systems, Dept BM, PO Box 33, 
Worksop, S81 9YR. Tel: 01909 730606. 


Drivers with full PSV 
licence needed to drive 
Bristol VRT, 1975, 
Double decker bus ‘The 
Wonder Bus’ children’s 
playbus. 

Please call Jessica on 
07957 639015 


VEHICLES FOR SALE 


am ROUTEMASTER 


et 1 | 
BUS CENTRE 
Suppliers of the traditional open platform bus 


RM 1627 Reg. No. 627 DYE. 
RM 1640 Reg. No. 640 DYE 
RM 1650 Reg. No. 650 DYE 


FOR SALE: 

Single Deck: Leyland National bus. 
Double Deck: Traditional London open 
platform RT 1544 Reg. No. KGU 413. in 
preserved condition. MCW Metrobus. RT/RF window glasses. 

Leyland Atlantean Daimler Fleetline & Bristol | Qverhauled gearbox for RT/RM buses. 
VR. Fibreglass panels for MCW Metropolitans. 
SALES/EXPORTS: RT bonnet and garage code plates. 
London Buses. RM 838 Reg. No. XYJ 440. Registration plates. 


BUSES AVAILABLE FOR FILM & TV CONTRACTS. 
All buses viewed by appointment only 


BRAKELL OMNIBUS SALES (London) 
Phone: +44 (0)20 8644 9132 + Fax: +44 (0)20 8644 4907 


E-mail: /www.solnet.co.uk/brakell. 
This is a trade advertisement 


SPARES/STOCK: 


CHRISTMAS CARDS 


CHRISTMAS CARDS FEATURING BUSES IN THE 
SNOW Night scenes, etc. Pack of ten assorted for £5 
inc. p&p. Daniel Hill Enterprises, 289 George Road, 
Birmingham B23 7SD. 


ORGANIC SEEDS 


ORGANIC GARDENING SEEDS. The ideal start for 
top crops. Fresh vigorous seeds without chemical 
treatment, many popular vegetable, herb and flower 
varieties. Free catalogue from Chase Organics, 
Riverdene Business Park, Molesey Road, Hersham, 
Surrey KT12 4RG Tel: 01932 253666 Fax: 01932 
252707. 


FAX YOUR ADVERT (text only) TO JOHN EATON ON 020 7379 7118 
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-GLASSIC PHOTOS 
20,000 black and white postcards of London buses, 


1949 to date, on approval. Write stating interests for 
selection by return. Also, BR/Industrial steam/diesel. 
Phil Picken, | 12 Rainville Road, London W6 9H] 


PHOTOBUS 


BUSES, TRAMS, TROLLEYBUSES, POST OFFICE 
VEHICLES AND RAILWAYS 
Colour slides, Colour Prints and Black & White Prints 
Our collection covers from the early 50's up to the year 
2000, yes, we are still taking photographs today. 


Our collection covers the whole of the United Kingdom and 
the Continent. 


We also sell railway colour prints and slides from lists. 
Send £1.00 for details and samples. 


PHOTOBUS 
Greenacre Barn House, Howe, Lyth, 
Kendal, Cumbria LAS 8DF 


| Photo Transport 


ransport.co.uk 


Themed photographs 
Updated regular! 


December Features 
Southdown Coastliner Anniversary 
Churches and Spires 


BOOKS WANTED. Bus, Tram, Railway and other 
transport books and videos bought for cash. Phone, 
write or visit Keegan's Bookshop, Merchants Place, 
Reading RG1 1DT Tel: 0118 958 7253 Fax: 0118 958 


WANTED; BOOKS ON BUSES, TRAMS, 
RAILWAYS & AVIATION Midland Counties 
Publications is looking to buy books on these 
subjects. If you have a collection to sell, or just need 
to make space, we can help. Please call Mike 
Everton, on 01455 233747 or write to: Midland 
Counties Publications, Unit 3 Maizefield, Hinckley, 
Leicestershire LE10 1YF 


WANTED PHOTOGRAPHS of Bristol Lodekkar. If you 
can help send a S.A.E. for my wants list to Mr O.B. J. 
Cowell, 20 Stanley Place, Rushall, Walsall WS4 1EL. 


LONDON TRANSPORT material purchased. 
Badges, signs, bus stops, plates, tickets, maps, 
blinds, timetables. High prices for older, quality 
material. Tel: 01883 723313. 


BIRMINGHAM TICKET EXCHANGE & MARKET. 
Comfort Inn Hotel, Birmingham (Next to New Street 
Station) on Saturday 16 December from 10.30 - 15.00. 
Entry fee 50p per person. (Early entry £2 before 10.30, 
free after 13.30). Further details: Chris Dickerson 
(01234 307116) or e-mail: Padtickets @ aol.com 


6th ANNUAL TRANSPORT COLLECTORS FAIR - 
PUDSEY CIVIC HALL. Saturday 13th January, 2001. 
The Ballroom, Pudsey Civic Hall, Dawsons Corner, 
Leeds. 10.00 am - 3.30 pm. 200 yards North of New 
Pudsey Station at the junction of the A647 and A6120 
main roads. Admission £1.00. Enquiries/Traders 
contact Atter, 20 Gillett Lane, Rothwell, Leeds LS26 
OEG, Tel: 0113 282 4986. 


RAIL AND BUS BOOKS magazines and timetables 
purchased / sold especially lan Allan ABCs. Also 
tickets and other ephemera. Atter, 20 Gillett Lane, 
Rothwell LS26 OEG. Tel: 0113 2824986. 
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This space could be working for 
you. Call John Eaton on 020 7878 
2317 for further information. 


COLOUR BUS/COACH PHOTOGRAPHS. 5,000 + 
different taken 1990-2000, 30p each. For 
personalised list send SAE stating interests to: 
Photolist, 25 Canford View Drive, Colehill, 
WIMBOURNE, Dorset BH21 2UW. 


BLACK AND WHITE BUS PHOTOGRAPHS, 1940s - 
date. New listings now available include: London 
Transport (6 lists), LCBS (2 lists), Staffordshire 
independents (5 lists), North-East independents (6 
lists), Scottish independents (4 lists). Also 
Southdown/BHD update. SAE details: Kevin Lane, 15 
Beech Green, Dunstable LU6 1EB. 


HONG KONG 
NEW ZEALAND 


Quality colour prints/slides available 
British-built and ex-UK vehicles 


SAE to: lan Wylie, 8 Fair Green, 
Whitley Bay NE25 9SE 
UK material 70s-90s also available 


JOHN FOZARD PHOTOGRAPHIC 


Quality photographic processing from your own 
negatives and films. | can also supply bus and tram 
postcards from my own collection. 1950's to 
1980’s. Please state your interest along with a 
S.A.E. for details. Regret no lists. 

JOHN FOZARD 
39 The Fairways, St Johns Road, Keighley, 
West Yorkshire BD20 6UJ 


—_may t be faxed — 
—— FS Seat on——— 
=—536: 7379 TAB 


BRITAIN’S BUSES 
CALENDAR 2001 


15 large, quality colour pictures of Britain's Buses 
(old and new), printed on matt paper, wire bound 
with hanger - an ideal gift for any bus enthusiast! 
Price: £5.75 including p&p 
also available 
Modern Traction Calendar (Railway)16pp 
Full colour - Price £5.75 inc p&p. 
Steam Traction Calendar (Railway Locos) 16pp 
Full colour - Price £5.75 inc p&p 
Any 2+ calendars £5.25 each inc p&p 
RAIL PHOTOPRINTS (B) 
8 Paulmont Rise, Temple Cloud, Near Bristol BS39 SDT 


Trade enquiries welcome - Ring 01761 453045 


PRESERVED 


January 2001 
issue on sale 
1 December 


Features in the next issue 

include: 

¢ Newcastle Regent restored 

¢ Luton RE - ongoing 
restoration 


¢ Guernsey Bus - a full 
history 


¢ Stevensons RTW on its 
old routes 


¢ London Transport 
Craven-bodied RT restored 

¢ London Trolley 
restoration 


¢ Routemaster to Ealing, plus 
lots of other London 


Transport interest 


Get on board with the 
: sea monthly round-up 
of all that's great 


BRITISH BUS PUBLISHING 


1968 North West Bus Handbook £12.50 
2000 Arriva Handbook £16.00 
2000 Firstgroup Handbook £16.00 
2000 Stagecoach Handbook £16.00 
All Over Advert Bus Handbook £12.50 
East Midlands Bus Handbook £12.50 
Lancashire & M/c H/book 1999 £12.50 
North East Bus Handbook 1999 £12.50 


Scottish Bus Handbook 2000 £15.00 
South East Bus Handbook 1999£12.50 
Welsh Bus Handbook 2000 £15.00 


West Midlands Bus Hbk 2000 £12.50 


CAPITAL TRANSPORT PUBLISHING 


Buses In Britain 3 1970s Retro £25.00 


Chiswick Works £14.95 
First RT'S The £19.95 
Last Years of the General £16.95 
London Bus File 1940-45 £9.95 


London Bus File 1946-49 
London Bus File 1950-54 


£10.95 
£10.95 


London Bus File 1955-62 £9.95 
London Bus Handbook 2000 = £15.00 
London Buses Before the War £19.95 
London Buses in the 1960's £25.00 
London Trolleybus Routes £18.95 
London's Classic Buses £16.95 
London's Utility Buses £19.95 
London’s Wartime Gas Buses £5.95 


Luxury Travel - Coach Design 58-73 £16.95 
Routemaster Vol. 1 2nd Edition £19.95 


JOHN HAMBLEY 


London Buses & Coaches 1939-45 £12.95 
London Buses & Coaches 1946 £13.95 
London Buses & Coaches 1947 £13.95 
London Buses & Coaches 1948 £11.95 
London Buses & Coaches 1949 £10.95 
London Buses & Coaches 1950 £10.95 
London Buses & Coaches 1951 £11.95 
London Buses & Coaches 1952 £12.95 
London Buses & Coaches 1953 £12.95 
London Buses & Coaches 1954 £12.95 
London Buses & Coaches 1955 £12.95 
London Buses & Coaches 1956 £13.95 
London Buses & Coaches 1957 £13.95 
London Buses & Coaches 1958 £13.95 
London Buses & Coaches 1959 £13.95 
London Buses & Coaches 1961 £13.95 
London Buses & Coaches 1962 £13.95 
London General Buses of the 20's £14.99 
RTL & RTW Classes After LT £14.95 


Associated Equipment Company £16.99 
Birmingham Corp. 1904-39 £16.99 
Birmingham Corp. 1939-69 £16.99 
British Buses Since 1900 £19.99 
Bus Scene in Colour London 2000 £14.99 
Bus Scene in Colour Preserved £12.99 


Buses Year Book 2001 £13.99 
Charles Roe/Optare £16.99 
Daimler £17.99 


£14.99 
£15.99 
£15.99 
£14.99 


Glory Days: BET Group 
Glory Days: Foden 

Glory Days: LT in the 1950's 
Glory Days: Midland Red 
Glory Days: RT £14.99 
Glory Days: Royal Blue £15.99 
Glory Days: Scottish Bus Group £15.99 
Glory Days: Tilling Group £14.99 
Heyday of the Bus: 1960's £13.99 
Heyday of the Bus: Post War £12.99 


Heyday of the Classic Bus £1199 
Heyday of the Classic Coach £14.00 
Heyday of the Routemaster £14.99 


London Country Colour Portfolio £14.99 
LT Buses in Colour 1960s £14.99 
LT Buses in Colour 1970s £14.99 
London Transport Since 1933 £19.99 
Routemaster in Colour £14.99 
abc Bus & Coach Recognition 4 £8.99 
abc LT No 1 1948 Buses £3.99 
abc LT No 2 1948 Tram/Trolleybus £4.99 
abc Midland Red Vehicles 1948 £3.99 


NORTHCORD TRANSPORT 


British Bus Advertising H/book £14.95 


China Double Deck Bus H/book £14.95 
Complete World of D/Deck Buses £19.95 
Complete World of EFE £23.00 
Complete World of Little Bus V1 UK £28.00 


Dennis Buses in Hong Kong £18.95 
HK Bus H/book: KMB £12.95 
HK Bus H/book: China Motor £14.95 
HK Bus H/book: Citybus £14.95 
HK Bus H/book: KCRC/Lantau/ £14.95 
HK Bus H/book: NWFB £14.95 


Hong Kong Advertising Bus H/b £14.95 
Hong Kong Bus Recogition 1 Modern £14.95 
Hong Kong Bus Recogition 2 Classic £12.95 
Hong Kong Buses Year Book 1997 £24.00 
Hong Kong Buses Year Book 1998 £19.95 
Hong Kong Buses Year Book 2000 £19.95 
Hong Kong Tramways Handbook £12.95 
Macau Bus Handbook £12.95 
Singapore Bus Handbook £12.95 


TAG PUBLICATIONS 


M. Bus Fleets 1 London £14.00 
M. Bus Fleets 3SWEngland £12.00 
M. Bus Fleets 4 East Anglia £12.00 
M. Bus Fleets 5 W Midlands £12.00 
M. Bus Fleets 6 Wales £12.00 


M. Bus Fleets 7 E Mids & S Yorks £14.00 
M. Bus Fleets 8NWEngland £14.00 
M. Bus Fleets 9 NEEngland £14.00 
M. Bus Fleets 10 Scotland £14.00 


VENTURE PUBLICATIONS 


Bristol Story Part 1 1908-1952 £19.95 
Duple - 70 Years of Coachbuilding £19.95 
East Lancashire Coachbuilders £22.50 
Prestige Series 


No. 2 East Midlands £7.50 
No. 3 East Yorkshire £7.50 
No. 4 Lincolnshire Road £7.95 
No. 5 Yorkshire Traction £7.95 
No. 6 London Transport &7.95 
No. 7 Tyne Tees Mersey &7.95 


OTHER PUBLISHERS 


Accrington Transport 1886-86 £6.00 
LT Bus Routes Central Area 2 1943 £5.00 
Firstbus Britain’s Largest Bus Co. £16.95 
Halifax Corporation Transport £15.95 
Northern & Subsidiaries £17.95 
Routemaster Dispersal 2nd Ed £12.95 
Small is Beautiful - AJS & Blazefield £15.95 
Stagecoach Diary 1997-1998 
Moores of Kelvedon 
Travellers’ Tales from Borders 
Leyland Atlantean - A Family Profile £6.50 
Midland Red in West Midlands £4.95 
Wolverhampton Transport Vol. 1 £8.95 
Wolverhampton Transport Vol.2 £14.95 
Albion Album - Trucks & Buses £8.95 
Bus Enthusiast Review 15 &7.50 
Catch the Bluebird - Bluebird N £5.95 
Buses in Ulster NIRTB 1935-48 £11.99 
Rail Vs Road in Ireland 1900-2000 £14.99 
Century of Coaching on Exmoor £17.95 
Fae Dee-Don & Back Aberdeen £16.50 
All Change on the Country Buses £13.95 
Trams & Trolleybuses of Ilkeston £4.50 
Trams & Buses of Keighley £6.99 
General Motors New Look Bus £17.95 
Mack Buses 1900-1960 £17.95 
Early Bus Services in Ulster £17.95 
Trolleybuses in Inner N London £16.00 


Trolleybuses in NW London £15.00 
Trolleybuses in West London £15.00 
Bournemouth Trolleybuses £13.95 
Croydon’s Trolleybuses £13.95 
Maidstone Trolleybuses £13.95 
Reading Trolleybuses £13.95 
Woolwich & Dartford Trolleys £13.95 


Coachwork by Bristol Tramways £20.00 
History Wilts & Dorset 1915-95 £18.95 


American Buses £19.95 
Bus Operators of East Anglia 84.95 
Fowlers Travel £7.95 
Go Whippet £8.95 
Norfolks of Nayland £9.45 
Crosville 2 £25.50 


MacBraynes: Highlands & Islands £25.00 


LATEST BOOKS ALWAYS AVAILABLE FROM MDS BOOK SALES 


NEW/OUE THIS MONTH 


Twopenny single to Starbeck 

Early Harrogate Transport £14.99 
Buses in Ulster Vol 2 1948-67£14.99 
Glory Days: Green Line £15.99 
New World Firstbus £21.95 
Mersey & Cheshire H/b 2000 £12.50 
National Express Hbk 2000 £10.00 
M. Bus Fleets 2 South England £14.00 
Prestige Series 8 Yorks Woollen £8.95 
London Buses - Brief History (Dec) £7.95 
Routes to Recovery - 

London Buses 1945-52 (Dec) £22.00 
Trolleybuses in Outer N London £16.00 
Greyhound Buses 1914-2000 £19.95 
Trailways Buses 1936-2001 £19.95 
Lodges Coaches 1920-2000 £5.95 
Bedford Buses of the 50s & 60s (Dec) £6.50 
Shetland Buses in 20th Cent hb (Dec) £22.50 
Shetland Buses in 20th Cent pb (Dec) £15.00 
Leeds Tramcars £9.95 
Isle of Portland Railways V3 
Railway, Associated & other 
Bus Services 
Leicesters’s Trams 
Stagecoach Rags to Riches pb 
Preserved Buses 1999 Edition 
Empire of the Trolleybus 1 Russia 
Barton Part 3 1962-1989 
Trent Motor Services 1905-45 
Rotherham & District 1-1914 £18.95 
Rotherham & District 2- 1939 £16.50 
Rotherham & District 3 1939-74 £18.00 
AEC Reliance £16.95 
Harrington Cavalier & Grenadier £6.00 
Walsall Nostalgic Tour £15.95 
Southdown Fleet History 6 1930 £3.60 
Southdown Fleet List Book 2000 £5.50 
Glouc’s Independent Buses - 45 £9.99 
Pennine Motor Services 1925-2000 £13.95 
Hull Trolleybuses S/B £20.00 
Brown Bombers Neath & Cardiff £7.95 
Bedford Buses of the 30s & 40s £6.50 


SPECIAL OFFER SELECTION 
3 FOR THE PRICE OF 2 
LOWEST PRICED ITEM FREE 


40 Years of Buses in Manchester£10.99 
40 Years of Buses in Newcastle £10.99 


£13.95 
£7.95 


£9.99 
£12.50 
£12.50 
£16.50 
£19.99 


75 Years of Cumberland £17.95 
Beyond Reality - Leyland Bus £19.95 
Fishwicks £11.95 
Liverpool Transport Vol. 1 £27.50 
Preserved Municipal Buses £10.99 
Volvo Bus The £27.50 
Liverpool's Trams £9.99 
Belfast Trolleybuses £3.99 
Chilterns Bus Handbook 


£8.95 
See our stall at the 
of Transport in 


Museum 
Manchester on 2nd and 3rd 
December. 


Send SAE for details of the 2001 
Prestige Series programme and 
details of our special offers. 


POSTAGE 
All orders £30.00 & over 
post free (UK only) 
Other UK please add £2.50. 
Overseas please add 20% 
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SEE OUR WEB SITE 
www.mdsbooks.co.uk 


for our full range of titles 


Unless otherwise indicated above, books listed in 
this advert are available now. Where titles are not 
yet available, the date and price given are the 
publisher's best estimates at the time of going to 
press and are subject to alteration by them. We are 
happy to accept advance orders for new publications 
and will despatch as soon as copies are received 
from publishers, but cannot guarantee delivery 
dates until books are in stock. Stock titles normally 
Riese al despatched on’ ¢* 

VISA mathe day your.) 


ne order is received. aa “SS 


This is just a selection of the many titles we have in stock. Send SAE for our latest list, or call in at our shop at 128 Pikes Lane Glossop. 
Open Mon-Fri. 9:30 - 6pm and some Sats 10-4pm (ring to check). We also offer a book search service. Tell us what you want and see if we can help. 


01457 861508 _7 
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} NEW RELEASES 


To HELP CLARIFY RELEASE DATES, THE MODELS ——— ee 


FEATURED BELOW WILL BE RELEASED IN NOVEMBER. 1:76 Scale/00 gauge precision diecast models 


22401 Alexander Style Atlantean B.O.A.C. im 20306DL Bristol VR Il SELNEC CHESHIRE. 
ee pthc Nt gone alana a a the West London terminal and This certificated De-Luxe model features fleet number 402, registered AJA 402L on 
SOLON IEP eL HBCU pecs ean Tres 4 route 381 to Denton, with adverts for Selnec bus and coach hire. 
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16521 Leyland Atlantean RIBBLE WHITE LADY. iB 
Fleet number 1280 registration RRN 429 on route X61 to Blackpool. 


26502 Bristol Utility LONDON TRANSPORT. 
Fleet number B28 registration HGC 253 on route 97 to Brentford. 


: 26604DL Plaxton Paramount 3500 GREENLINE. 

15711 Plaxton Panorama Elite LONDON COUNTRY. 4 L] This certificated De-Luxe model features fleet number 2846 registered H846 AHS on 
This ex Barton vehicle registered MRR 809K became fleet number RN9 with London route 981 to Maidstone. 

Country and is featured on route 418 to Bookham Station. 


23312 AEC RF BLUE TRIANGLE. Lf 24810 Mercedes Hoppa DEVON GENERAL. zi 
Still currently in service, fleet number RF401 registration MXX 289 on route 612 to Fleet number 56 registration F716 FDV on route 57 to Lympstone Exmouth & Budleigh 
Colchester. Salterden. 


16214 Bristol MW Coach RED & WHITE. iy 
17211 Leyland National Mk1 STAGECOACH PERTH PANTHER faa | Working with Associated Motorways our model of fleet number UC559, registered 
Fleet number 219 registration VKE 5685S on route A to North Muirton via Carnegie Place. UWO 705 is on route to Newport and Chepstow. 


Keep up to date with all our model release information by joining our Subscription Service for an annual U.K. fee of £4. 
Send stamps, cheque or postal order to: 


Exclusive First Editions, P.O. Box 24510, London, E17 4TG 


